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Credit downgrade 

Palace bogey-Joker 
By Michael Lim Ubac 
SAYING the "nation won't 
sink," Sen. Joker P. Ar- 
royo yesterday accused 
Malacañang of foisting 
the bogey of a credit 
downgrade on the public 
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Fernando Poe Jr. united nation in prayer 
during two-day vigil for his recovery 


FORMER Sen. Loren Legarda, Poe's running mate in the May presidential. 
election, arrived at the hospital while the actor was still in critical condition, with. 
her miraculous image of Our Lady of Manaoag, (Story оп Page A4.)  jonwsonooc 


Friends, fans, foes offer 
prayers for FPJ recovery 


THE PRAYERS came from everywhere, 
from the presidential palace to the 
Catholic Church and the bleakest hovel. 

‘A supporter from the Visayas of the 
gravely ill movie king Fernando Poe Jr, 
who lies comatose in the intensive care. 
unit of St. Luke's Medical Center in 
Quezon City, may have said it all 

“This is not about politics anymore, it 
is about saving a life," said Gil Arisola, 
chair of the FPJ Movement Bacolod. He 
said he hoped people would set aside 
politics and just pray for Poe's recovery. 


Housewife Nenita Santillan, 58, was 
teary-eyed. 

^j couldnt believe it. He was so 
strong,” Santillan told the Inquimen. "We 
have been praying for him since we 
heard the news. We're hoping he will 
survive this.” 

Had not a severe stroke brought him 
down on Saturday night, Poe might 
have been sharing the stage with Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo at the Peninsu- 
la Hotel Manila last night. He and Ms 
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By Carlito Pablo, 
Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
and Luige A. del Puerto 


THE KING of Philippine 
movies Fernando Poe Jr, 
who nearly unseated Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo in 
hotly contested polls this 
year, passed away about 
12:15 a.m, today, family 
and friends confirmed. 


Poe, 65, fell into a coma after a 
massive stroke late Saturday and 
never recovered, they said. 

Family and friends, including 
his actress wife, Susan Roces, 
who had surrounded Poe since he 
was rushed to the St. Luke's Med- 
ical Center were seen weeping 
outside the intensive care unit. 

Rep. Francis Escudero, a 
spokesperson for the political op- 
position, also confirmed his 
death. An official announcement 
was due later. 

adopted daughter, Mary 
Grace Llamanzares, who rushed 
home from the United States to 
be with her father, did not make it 
to the hospital in time, hi 
rived at the airport at 11:30 p.m. 
Monday. 

Sen, Jinggoy Estrada, son of 
Poe's bosom friend, deposed Pres- 
ident Joseph Estrada, was seen 
rushing into the hospital just be- 
fore midnight. 

“Мау nangyari (Something 
happened)" he told an inter- 
viewer "Tinawag kami (| was 
called). 

‘Two days after he slipped into 
the coma, Poe's condition turned 
for the worse yesterday and ma- 
chines were helping him to hang 
on, Escudero said earlier yester- 
day. 

Poe's family and friends were 
bracing for the worst. 

“1f last night FPJ was still able 
to breathe using his heart only, to- 
day (Monday), he needed to be 
assisted by medicines and ma- 
chines in the hospital,” Escudero 
said in a press conference, “Some 
of his organs were also affected 
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Flavier says 
Poe recovery 
extremely hard 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


ONLY a miracle can save Fernando Poe Jr. 
"This was the assessment of Sen. Juan 
Flavier, a public health specialist who 
served as health secretary during the 
Ramos administration, when the INQUIRER 
yesterday showed him a copy of the latest 
medical bulletin issued by Dr. Abdias М 


Aquino, Poe's attending neurologist, MEDICAL BULLETIN 


"Mi. FPJ is presently confined at tha Nour 
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Landslide buries village 
in Camarines Sur; 8 dead 


By Jed LI. Bacason and Michael Jaucian 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—Hight people were killed, 
seven others were injured and another was 
missing after a landslide burled a remote vil- 
lage in Camarines Sur at about 1 a.m. yester- 
day, the local Office of Civil Defense sai 
LANDSLIDE A4 


website: wiww.ing7.net 


FOLLOWERS of Fernando Poe Jr, hold a prayer vigil outside St. Luke's Medical Center in 


Quezon City. 
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GenSan bomb suspects tagged 


By Aquiles Z. Zonio 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—Several suspects 
in the bombing that left 14 people dead and 
70 others wounded here Sunday have been 
identified but no arrests have been made, au- 
thorities said yesterday. 

No one has claimed responsibility for the 
attack in a public market in the city where 
both Moro and communist rebels operate. 

National police chief Edgar Aglipay said in- 
vestigators were looking into a dispute be- 
tween two groups wrangling over a stall in 
the market, but added: "This is something we 


still have to prove. We are not discounting 
that other groups may have done this." 

‘Army Col, Medardo Geslani said earlier 
that investigators had so far found "no direct. 
link” to the al-Qaida-linked Abu Sayyaf 
group, the regional terror network Jemaah 1s- 
lamiyah, the communist New People's Army 
ог the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the 
country's main Moro separatist group. 

"We have suspects but we cant divulge 
(their identities) right now," Geslani said. "We 
are validating leads, and maybe later today 
there will be something clearer." 

Aglipay and Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes 
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By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


STILL dreaming of a high school 
diploma? Then listen to the ra- 


"The Department of Education 
has introduced on-air learning as 
an alternative means for out-of- 
school adults to get school cred- 


Carolina Guerrero, director of 
DepEd's Bureau of Alternative 


Adult dropouts can 
try on-air learning 


Abad signed a memorandum of 
agreement with SBN chair 
Leonardo Dayao on Nov. 18. 

On-air instruction is part of the 
DepEd's program for nonformal 
education. 

Although it mostly concen- 
tates on formal education, 
DepEd, through its bureau, con- 
ducts a basic literacy program for 
illiterate youth and adults. 

1t also offers an accreditation 


Flavier said it would be extremely diffi- 
cult for Poe to recover from his coma as the 
actor had suffered cerebral thrombosis and 
multiple organ failure, 

“But it's hard to tell ... Let's hope for the 
best,” said the senator, who found the med- 
ical bulletin “vague.” 

The medical bulletin, for instance, dis- 
dosed that Poe had "multiple organ system 
involvement.” This, according to Flavier, was 
medical Jargon for multiple organ failure. 

FLAVIER AG 
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Learning System, said learing 
modules designed for mothers 
who had not finished school 
would be broadcast over six 
provincial FM stations of South- 
ern Broadcasting Network start- 
Ing next month. 

“The department will pilot this 
sadio-based instruction in six 
cities—Vigan, Laoag, Bacolod, 
Cebu, Cagayan de Oro and 
Davao. 

Education Secretary Florencio 


and equivalency program for 
those who had dropped out of 
school. 

"The DepEd offers learning pro- 
grams comparable to formal ele- 
mentary and high school educa- 
tion. These are delivered outside 
of the formal school setup to 
adults and youths who either 
have no access to a school, no 
time for school or simply have no 
means to attend school. Я 
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Int'l firm says 
reconstruction 
may spur RP 
growth in 2005 


RECONSTRUCTION efforts after deadly 
ftorms which destroyed roads, bridges, 
shops and homes in the northern Philip- 
pines could significantly contribute to 
he country's growth next year, analysts 
Said yesterday. 

A report by international investment 
‘bank Bear Stearns said reconstruction 
‘posts, expected to run into billions of 
pesos, could spur investment in the 
Hevastated northern region and “sig- 
‘nificantly contribute to growth next 
year" 

‘The four storms that struck the coun- 
"y over the past month left almost 1,800 
ead or missing and caused about P4.6 
Dillion in damage, the civil defense office 
‘said on Saturday. 

Bear Stearns said the fact that Ty- 
jphoon “Winnie” missed Manila when it 
truck the country on Dec. 2 meant that 
economic and financial damage was 

cept to а minimum despite the massive 
‘peale of human suffering 
T “Most importantly, electronics facto- 
iles in the Manila region that account. 
for 90 percent of exports have not been 
‘severely affected, and larger amounts 
‘of workers’ remittances will likely flow 
Яп to aid distressed relatives,” the re- 
‘port said. 
{ The Department of Agriculture has 
Keported that damage to agriculture 
‘could exceed one billion pesos, while 
cial Welfare Secretary Corazon Soli- 
jan has said as many as 13.6 million 
ople were affected by the storms. 
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SUFFER THE CHILDREN 


12M Filipino kids in pain 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


POVERTY. Armed conflict. Sexually transmitted diseases. 
These are the primary threats to the security of children in the 
Philippines and other developing countries, the United Nations Chil- 


dren's Fund reported yesterday. 


“In the Philippines, as in the rest of the 
‘world, children are robbed of their child- 
hood because of [these] three devastat- 
ing factors," said Unicef representative. 
Dr Nicholas Alipui in a statement. 

The Philippines alone has some 11.9 
million children reeling from extreme 
poverty, Айри told police officials dur- 
ing yesterday's launch of "The State of 
the World's Children in 2005." 

Unicef is seeking the Philippine Na- 
tional Police's help to "prevent crimes 
against children, prosecute those who 


have victimized children, and handle 
cases involving children with sensitivity 
and regard for their youth.” 

“Clearly, the police force is part of the 
solution to providing a protective envi- 
ronment for all children in the Philip- 
pines, whether rich ot poor," Alipui said. 

‘According to the UN report, 24 per- 
cent ofthe world's least-developed coun- 
tries suffered stati, if not increased, un- 
der-five mortality between 1990 and 
2003. The percentage was slightly lower 
for developing countries with 17. 
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Many least-developed countries—38 
percent—also hosted major armed con- 
flicts in the same period, compared to 27 
percent among developing nations and 
only eight among developed countries. 

In Mindanao, the governments all-out 
war against the secessionist Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front in 2000 drove thousands 
of children from their homes and schools. 

AIDS was also prevalent among peo- 
ple aged between 15 and 49 last year in 
20 percent of the least-developed coun- 
tries, while 14 percent of developing 
countries and only 4 percent of devel- 
oped nations registered a prevalence of 
the incurable disease. 

Alipui said poverty was depriving Fil- 
ipino children in poor communities ac- 
cess to health services, proper nutrition, 
quality education, and safe water and 


FPJ poll protest hearing today may be 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE PRESIDENTIAL Electoral Tribunal 
will “most likely” cancel the oral argu- 
ments scheduled for today in the elec- 
тога] protest filed by actor Fernando Poe 
Ji against President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
‘court officials said yesterday. 

Lawyer Ismael Khan Jr, the tribunal's 
spokesperson, and Clerk of Court Luzvi- 
minda Puno said the PET would likely 
cancel the hearing set for 10 a.m. today 
after both Poe's and Ms Arroyo's lawyers 


Madame President 


We, the undersigned o 


ano oe 


reciate y: 


had asked that it be rescheduled. 

Khan said the cancellation would have 
nothing to do with Poe's current medical 
condition, noting that both parties filed their 
Joint manifestation to cancel the hearing on 
Thursday. Poe suffered a stroke and was 
rushed to the hospital on Saturday night. 

“In all likelihood, the hearing set for (to- 
day) would be canceled in view of the joint 
‘manifestation by both parties,” Khan said. 

"They had asked that it be reset to the 
first available date next year” Puno added. 

Khan declined to say what would happen 


rganizations engaged in industry and 
T. ned. { кы 
бйгтеасНуаНоп of the National Anti- 


to Poe's electoral protest if he did not recover. 

“It might not be proper for the court to 
comment on what may hypothetically 
happen," Khan said. 

But he added that "everybody" at the. 
court was praying for Poe's recovery. 

The PET had scheduled for today the 
oral arguments on Ms Arroyo's 'affirma- 
tive defenses" against Poe's allegations 
that she had cheated him of victory in the 
May 10 elections. 

Poe had asked the tribunal on July 23 
to declare him the winner of the last pres- 
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sanitation facilities. 

An alarming reality is that these дерті! 
vations expose them to abuse, forced lat 
bor, commercial sexual exploitation an 
pornography according to the official. 1 

Worse, they lead the children to a host 
of criminal activities, he added. i 

The profile of a typical youth offendet 
is nothing if not alarming: an elementary 
school dropout between 14 and 17 year 
old who hails from a poor family, the rei 
port said. 

"Thus, the idea is to encourage the PNH 
to “divert from jails to alternative prot 
grams" in dealing with youth offenders. | 

The PNP now has regulaj 
units—women's and children's desks 
їп police stations which specifically deal 
with the problems of women and 
youth, be they offenders or victims. 


canceled — | 


idential election, alleging that Ms Ar} 
royo's сатр had tampered with election 
тезу! in 128,893 precincts nationwide. 

In her counter-protest, Ms Arroyo quest 
tioned the results from some 20,0 
precincts where Poe allegedly cheated he 

She also questioned Poe's legal stand: 
ing to file the protest since the Supremd 
Court had not categorically ruled that the 
actor was a natural-bom Filipino citizen. 

Ms Arroyo also asked the PET to disi 
miss Poe's protest since it was allegedly 
not sufficient in form and substance. 


Sandigan sequesters 
more Garcia assets 


By Volt Contreras, Мапій 


i 


property, Urieta notified the register of deeds 
and Nestor B Burgos JF, PDI Visayas Bureau, « of Hilo, that. properties. of Garcia, hisswife. 


Smuggling Task Force (NASTT),with DILG Secretary Angelo Reyes 
no less, as head. The government loses billions of pesos annually 
from outright and technical smuggling, which involves 


Clarita and sons lan Carl, 26; Juan Paulo, 23, 
and Timothy Mark, 21, had been placed un- 
der the court's control. 


THE SANDIGANBAYAN has included a school 
for caregivers, agricultural lands and a high- 
end vehicle found in Пойо and Guimaras 


undervaluation, 


underdeclaration, 
misclassification of imports. These, huge revenue losses, without 


misdeclaration 


doubt, contribute immensely to our current fiscal difficulties. 


Curbing smuggling levels the playing field for Philippine 
business, industry and agriculture, substantially ensures their viability, 


protects the jobs of workers and helps create a climate of stability. 


In the new NASTE, a formidable force is now ranged against 
smuggling. For one, the Task Force has broader capabilities as 
Secretary Reyes, in his capacity as DILG head, will' have the local 
government units, especially the coastline barangays, and the police, 


to assist in the campaign. 


We also wish to thank Senators Mar Roxas, Juan Ponce Enrile, 
Richard Gordon, Alfredo Lim and Ramon Magsaysay, Jr., fer 
supporting our call to reactivate the NASTF through the Senate 
Resolution they sponsored and all the other Senators who helped 


towards achieving our goals: 


Madame President, we support you in your fight against graft 
and corruption and all forms of criminality. By reactivating the N ASTF, 
you have emplaced a vital cornerstone in the edifice of the Strong 


Republic, 


Thank you, Madame President. 
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among the assets it had sequestered belong- 
ing to Maj. Gen. Carlos Garcia (ret.) and his 
family in connection with the hidden wealth 
case against him. 

Chief sheriff Ed Urieta said the antigraft 
court was also looking for Garcia's deposits in 
at least 18 banks in Iloilo, the general's home 
province. 

‘Among the assets seized were the IT Inter- 
national Caregiver Center Ine. in Jaro, Hoilo 
City; the Kanumayan Resort in Dumangas, 
lloilo; parcels of agricultural land іп 
Guimaras province, and a Honda CRY, Urieta 
told the Ivguinn yesterday. 

The vehicle was found without license 
plates in a repair shop on Delgado Street, loi 
lo City, and was taken to Manila for impound- 
ing, Urieta said in a phone interview. 

Charged both in the Sandiganbayan and a 
military court, García is accused of amassing 
P143 million in unexplained wealth. 

The sequestered resort, reportedly valued 
at P9 million, is covered by four separate land 
titles, while the agricultural estates are cov- 
ered by two titles, Urieta said. 

The registers of deeds in the two provinces 
had been asked to annotate the courts 
seizure of the properties pending Garcia's tri- 
al, he said. 

їп a three-page notice of levy upon real 


Garcia is also facing four charges of perjury 
filed by the Ombudsman for his failure to de: 
clare his cash and properties in his statements 
of assets, liabilities and net worth from 1993 
to 2003. He is also facing court-martial. * 

The sheriff also went to the city register of 
deeds to inquire about the Garcia residence 
located at 46-H Locsin Subdivision in Jaró 
District, said lawyer Angelo Geremias, region: 
al registrar. 1 

‘The two-story house is registered to Clari- 
ta’s father, Quillon Depakakibo, and has а 
marker value of P550,020, according to 
records at the city assessor's office. 

Garcia, his wife and three sons have more 
than Р18 million worth of property in Пойо 
and Guimaras provinces, according to records 
at the register of deeds and assessor's office of 
Iloilo. 

The school and resort, which García and his 
wife claimed were among their sources of in- 
come after the general was investigated for un- 
explained wealth, were losing money, accord- 
ing to audited financial statements submitted 
to the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

Bur the family of Clarita denied that the 
properties in Dumangas had been acquired 
‘with ill-gotten wealth. 

Clarita’s father and brother, Feneno, said 
‘earlier the properties were acquired with cap- 
ital put up by their family. 


DOH opens hi-tech facility 
for highly contagious diseases 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


THE DEPARTMENT of Health yesterday 
opened the first state-owned technologically 
advanced isolation facility for highly conta- 
gious and infectious diseases like the Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). 

‘The P19-million facility at the Research In- 
stitute for Tropical Medicine in Muntinlupa 
City was inaugurated in the wake of the out- 
break in the country of meningococcemia, yet 
another respiratory ailment that killed three 
people in Metro Manila and 12 in Baguio City 
in the last two months, 

Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit said the fa- 
cility could also be used to isolate and observe 
patients with bird flu, influenza, multi-drug 
resistant tuberculosis and other highly infec- 
tious respiratory ailments. 

“This facility will not only provide isolation 
rooms for SARS patients but will also ensure ad- 
equate protection for our health workers... All 
these make a strong foundation for us In being 
prepared, not only for SARS, but other emerg- 
ing and reemerging infections," Dayrit said, 

‘The facility ean accommodate eight to 10 


patients in six negative pressure rooms and 
an intensive care unit. 

А negative pressure room, which is com- 
mon in developed countries like Singapore, 
has an air-handling system that filters the air 
circulating in the room. The filters prevent 
germs from spreading. 

Besides the pricey private hospitals, only 
RITM has negative pressure isolation rooms. 
Each room costs P3,000 per clay, RITM direc- 
tor Remigio Olveda said during a tour of the 
facility yesterday. 

Olveda said the RITM would also open the 
isolation facility to indigent patients free of 
charge. 

"The facility was built with the P15-million 
standby SARS fund set aside by President 
‘Macapagal-Arroyo last year, PS million from 
the World Health Organization and P4 mil- 
lion from the Japanese government. 

‘The SARS facility was inaugurated by 
Dayrit, Olveda, WHO country representative 
Jean Mare Olive and Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office chair Sergio Valenci 

SARS infected 14 Filipinos, killing two of 
them, last year. 
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FOUR people were injured yesterday when a ~ . Я 
hurt smal pivare plane crashed аана М. C tm. rt 
; тате ааа alacanang cancels Christmas parties 
in small The Cessna twin-engine plane crashed Й : 
shortly after takeoff with a pilot and three MALACANANG and all its attached agencies id this was the recommendation gested not to hold any more lavish Christmas 
lane passengers on board, said Col. Rizalino Roxas have decided to forgo their annual Christmas Secretary Eduardo Ermita to Presi- parties," Bunye said. 
p ofthe aviation security group. celebrations and use the money to shore up -Arroyo, who approved the offer. ‘Malacafiang is the latest government and 
‘The plane was destroyed and the extent of the donations for typhoon victims. “We reached this decision as early as last private agency to skip the annual Yuletide 
crash injures ofthe four was not known, Roxas said. AFP Inan interview with RMN radio, Press Secretary week when the employees themselves sug. parties. Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


The Leksell Gamma Knife Is a radiosurgical 
tool that delivers Ionizing radiation to the brain to | 
treat various diseases like tumors, vascular ; 
malformations, trigeminal neuralgia, eto, without Ry 
open surgery, Compared to conventional micro» ¢ £. SS) 
neuro surgery, a Leksell Gamma Knife treatment { F 
offers better financial advantage due to Its lower ; 
treatment cost and shorter hospitilization, 


NE and 
€ CANDIDATES FOR GAMMA KNIFE TREATMENT INCLUD! j 
» Patients with Arteriovenous malformations 
e Benign intracranial tumors, including acoustic. 
neuromas, meningiomas,. pituitary adenomas, 
craniopharyngiomas, pineal tumors and 
malignant tumors such as metastatic carcinoma 
and nasophayngeal carcinoma. 


{ OTHER CANDIDATES ARE: 07 CA COMPARATIVE COST-BENEFIT FTILLUSTRATION J 


© Patients with residual lesions left unresected by c— [3 


previous open neurosurgical procedures ; E ^ 
e Patients undergoing conventional radiotherapy, H Р 
needing boost dose 


Du | Open Surgery Intensive Care Hospitalization — Convalesoence gie 
* Patients with recurrent tumors (2-4 days) (10-16 days) (4-8 weeks) pre-operative 


• Patients at high risk for surgical complications lifestyle 
due to age or underlying medical problems | o) { 
Patients who refuse open craniotomy 2 تا‎ b Compared with conventions! open surgery, 


" Leksell Gi Knife treetments ali tents 
"е Patients with functional problems like Tie Doloreaux, i to relum hrs арағы pied = 
оо Parkinsonism, Intractable pain i Gamma Kalle Surgery arye" quickiy and cost-effectively. 
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hires Active Whitening Treatment 


Orig\nated in Japan, the treatment promotes skin clarity for 
hype-pigmentation problems and stabilizes skin tone over 
dark, blotchy areas. So whether you have sun-darkened or 
born dark skin, Shiroi Active Whitening Treatment 

whiter, after only a few treatments. 


Experiench skin whitening that's beyond anything you've ever 
imagined. 


Call Facial CarèÇentre NOW. 


CALL 892-SKIN (7546) 
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Sadly, Poe family reunion came early Landslide buries 
me DANY GER > E village in Camarines 


THE FAMILY reunion had been set 


1 for Dec. 22 but it came ahead of 
озса schedule—its members brought Sur: 7 ea 
"Tuesday December 14, 2004 together by sadness—and fear. - , 
3rd Week of Advent ‘As they arrived one after the 
кое other, they gathered аг SX From page AI abi be wid: 
а Medical Center to keep vigil over d One medical tesi wa qmd 
a do you think of this? A man had two under 
song's vento te Aand said tne Som today go and workin | he most beloved of them all the X "o After four cyclones ravaged Ca- Col. Arnulfo Папап and another 
my vineyard.’ And the son answered: 1 don't want to.” But later he | Sravely ill Fernando Poe Je f: ip marines Sur weeks ago, a land- team with an ambulance was un- 
thought better of it and went. Then the father went to the second and Poe's wife, actress Susan Ro- АЁ Af ` © чё slide occurred in Zone 3, Baran- der Maj. Roel Landicho, a military 
gave him the same command. This son replied: ‘1 will go, si’ but he | ces, looked tired, and relatives gay Bulao in Tinambac town, doctor. 
did not go. and friends tried to coax her to “DA KING” of Philippine movies, OCD regional director Amel Тһе landslide hit the coastal 
“hich of the two did what the father wanted?" They answered, | eat. But she did not want to, said with his Queen, flashes the No.1 Сар! sai. town of Tinambac after days of 
"The first” And Jesus said to them, “Truly, [say to you: the publieans | Rep. Imee Marcos, who had come sign during happier times, just SE eat me poe ties ta кет шы кй Ay 
and the prostitutes are ahead of you on the way to the kingdom of | to visit before the May presidential landslide buried five houses,” back-to-back typhoons, loosened 
heaven, For John came to show you the way of goodness but you did | Also at the hospital were Poe's campaign. Capili said, adding that rescue the earth, according to the mu- 
Же кр eee oe ee ийа „ teams and ambulances were sent nicipal police chief Insp. Amado 
а аа ынын with other family members You have many supporters here.” — to the area, and a backhoe had Montana. 
y Poe's daughter, Mary Grace, is _ She said she raised her voice cleared the road. Tt toppled power pylons past 


“No” comes easy. Ies always there, ready to come out. When Isay “No” я Bo 4 " as 
i eee aye бет, a har бр | pected to arrive today fom the because the doctors had told her The Provincial Disaster Coor- midnight, knocking out electi 


ri 5 & | United States, wheresheistaking that even if Poe was in a coma, he dinating Council in Camarines ty in the area. It also buried a por- 
jus Мап) hate, anger fear—disti linating Council in Camarines р 
то о о оос hermaster’sdegree. | could still hear them. Sur identified the fatalities as tion of the provincial road, ham- 
take to saying No; its their first assertion of the self the beginning of their Despite news of Poe's deterio- Legarda said Roces asked her Andelo Amabello, 22; Francis- pering rescue work, Montana 
independence. I's a recoil, а tuming in; somehow they look smaller when | Tating condition, his friends cling to bring the image to Poe's bed- co Amabello Jr, 16; Emma Par- added. 
they are saying No. Every one of us indeed: I become a small hard balt | to hopesofa miracle. —. side table. Together, they “prayed ro, 19, and Arnel, 39; Veronica, _ Camarines Sur Gov. Elray Villa- 
wlien Tsay No. (Tm not denying that there are times to say No; Tm talk- | Film director — Hérminio over” the unconscious actor. 37; Joven, 15; Franco, 12, and fuerte asked the national govern- 
ing only about that reactionary No.) “Butch” Bautista, who came with “It's very touching .. In my Jason, 5—аП surnamed mentto dispatch equipment tobe 
‘Then there's something worse than No, There's a pretended Yes. No | actor Berting Labra, said they whole lifetime I never thought Segovia. used in clearing the road. 
gnessofar thar it can't live with itself any more, andit becomes capableof | came “because something might would be praying over FPJ that It was not immediately known Widespread floods and land- 
turning into a real Yes, But a pretended Yes only blocks the path. A nom "| happenandwemightnotseehim way,” she said, teary-eyed. if the Segovias belonged to one slides unleashed by two storms 
mal believer is in a worse position than am unbeliever alive again.” it was only some time ago, Legar- family. left about 1,600 people dead or 
е a со аннараа) o EO NM re ee uds tue иы Ne Por ies 
x nothing easy about Yes. ў mate, former Sen. Loren Legarda, had helped countless people. bello Sr, 65; Josefina dela Torre, weeks ago. 
[thank You God for most this amazing day: arrived clasping an image of the She said that former actor Ra- 52; Luis Segovia, 17; Ariel Camarines Sur was hardest hit 
for the leaping greenly spirits of trees Lady of Manaoag, a miracle mon Zamora told her that Poe had Segovia, 13; Ivy Segovia, 9; Ryan Бу the devastating storms on Nov. 
beige a ‘worker, to many Filipinos. built him a house in Antipolo. Segovia, 3, and Ronal Segovia, 1. 29 and Dec. 2. Atleast 893 people 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes (E.E. Cummings) Legarda told reporters theim- Zamora cried when he told Still missing is Lea Aldia. were killed and 480 were miss- 
Benes PSE aa g | eee аак па eoe apn oer a 
son CUP RO Bord, Dilan 1101 Quen Cig; Te: 021-3984: Fox: | mer chief of staffin the Senate. _ bought him 10 kilos of longanisa commanding general of the 9th Моге than 2.3 million people 
17429, Esai саге опр: Websites: Кари. TmgivingtheladytoFPJand and gave him P10,000 in cash. Infantry Division stationed in Pili, were affected by the storms, 
| daret.org (Claretian Publications Inc) & hicp://missionaries.caret.org | Tita Susan so that they could Ье Poe had also been paying for Camarines Sur, immediately sent which also caused about P3.8 bil- 
(Claretians in the Philippines) given a miracle," Legarda said. the hospital bills of fellow actor three platoons of rescuers under lion in damage, according to the 
Before she left the intensive care Paquito Diaz. Lt. Col. Nilo Perfecto to the land- OCD. With reports from Chris- 
unit, Legarda said she wenttoPoe “Не does things quietly.” slide site to rescue the victims tian V Esguerra in Manila, AP 
and loudly told him: "We love you. Legarda sai and retrieve the bodies still andAFP 
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NPAs warn US troops: You're dangerously close 
Limit role to humanitarian assistance or face attacks, says Ka Roger 


COMMUNIST guerrillas yester- spokesperson коо "Ka mate targets. He urged US ко to leave af- 
day warned US troops taking part Roger" Rosal said the guerrillas К has been waging a 35-year ter completing t eir mission, r 

Ga Miet work for fens of iow. would refrain from attacking for. Maoist campaign to topple the which the American Embassy Re bels release wor ers 
sands of victims of storms to limit eign soldiers engaged in relief government, which it claims isa said would focus on the towns of А ^ 
their role to humanitarian aid or work after a series of typhoons puppet of the United States, the General Nakar, Infanta and Real they seized in South 
face attacks. and storms left 1,600 people former colonial power towns in Quezon province. 

‘More than 600 troops from US dead or missing in the Philip- “It would be wise for American 3 * 
bases in the region arrived in the pines. troops to refrain from underak- NPA relief work ZAMBOANGA CITY Comm 
Philippines over the past week “to Тһе rebels earned the publics ing military operations in the Rosal said NPA units in the area 
provide humanitarian assistance ire on Nov. 30 when they am- area including intelligence-relat- would also refocus their activities 
End disaster relief for people who bushed what the Filipino military ed activities,” Rosal said in a toward "socio-economic work, 
Were affected by severe storms," deseribed as an armed forces г statementto news agencies. which includes ating victims 
а US Embassy statement said. manitarian mission to help vic- t i in guerrilla zones in juction wit т е, г 

- “ims ofthe storms, Leaveimmediately and in фе rebuilding of helr | аеро ^ tempo he st without abo 
Restraint The attack left 10 soldiers "They are dangerously close to homes and water systems.” New Peoples Amy (NPA) E 

It said the Philippine military dead. NPA guerrilla zones, and itwould Тһе US task force on the relief | rebels torched bulldozers and The 8,000-member NPA is the 
would provide “helicopter land- be prudent for them to confine mission will “provide immediate " i 
ing zone safety” for the US mis. Combat patrol Meier m wear eral Беса apport to the flood ||| 8 ени cues a d 
sien, which would operate inar- Тһе NPA alleged that the slain relief operations are underway in devastated areas of the Philip- | in Santo Niño town before seizing ment peace talks hie aoe 
eas under leftist influence. Filipino soldiers were on a com- order to avoid unnecessary en- pines,” said its operations officer | theworkers,themiltary said. have been suspended. Hm 

New Peoples Army (NPA) bat mission and thus were legiti- counters." Lt. Col. Gregory Bond. AFP = 


nist rebels kidnapped 14 people leased and they are all safe 
working on a government in- Troops are pursuing the rebels," 


Cotabato province last week, Brig. Gen. Alexander Yapching. 


“All the hostages were re- | 


frastructure project in South said local Army commander | 


butfreed them a day later when The attack apparently came 
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From page AL 

“[But] it doesn't say what organ," he said. 

Flavier said cerebral thrombosis referred to 
the formation of a clot (clog) in the coronary 
arteries, impeding the delivery of blood to 
parts of the brain that control different func- 
tions, organs and tissues of the body. 

Like all organs and tissues, the brain needs 
а constant and immediate supply of oxygen 
contained in the blood. As a result of throm- 
bosis, oxygenated blood stops flowing into 


| the brain and cells begin to die rapidly. Other 


body organs—like the kidneys, liver and 
lungs—that are controlled by these parts of 


PHILIPPI 


the brain cease to function, 

“1 heard that the parts of the brain affected 
(by thrombosis) are increasing... so the more 
serious it becomes, the harder to recover" 
Flavier explained. 

"When it affects the part of the brain con- 
trolling leg movement, your legs become par- 
alyzed,” he said. "But I heard that it had al- 
ready spread, so more parts of the brain are 
being affected. The recovery is more difficult 
(in this case). You cannot conduct a medical 
‘operation on the brain if there are too many 
thrombosis.” 

He said “severe brain attack (stroke) sec- 
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Corrections 


IN THE DEC. 7 issue, a caption misstated the team in the bottom photograph appearing on 
Page D4 of the Lifestyle section. In the photograph was the Ateneo de Manila University 
women's badminton team—not the De la Salle University intercollegiate champion team. 
IN THE DEC. 9 issue, a Special Project article оп Page В8—"Норе empowers 
Visayas” erroneously identified Juan Miguel del Gallego as the chair of the Visayas re- 
gional operations of Philippine Business for Social Progress. Del Gallego is the former 
hair while John Domingo is the current one. 


INTHE DEC. 10 issue, a photo caption in Maurice Arcache's column, “Without Batting an Eye- 
ash" on Page T1 of the Lifestyle section inadvertently identified Jojo Tongco (lef) as the pres- 
ident of Nestlé Philippines. Salvador Pigem (second from left) is the company president. 

IN THE DEC. 13 issue, the banner story of the front page—"FPJ in coma; next 72 hours 
crucial" —misstated the name of Fernando Poe Jr's attending physician. The doctor is 
Abdias—not Anastacio—Aquino, The same story also misstated the source of the infor- 
mation that the actor had been placed on life support. The information was supplied by 
movie talent and Poe's friend Josie Tagle—not by Poe's assistant Susan Tagle. 

Readers may send their request for correction of factual eres in writing to Gery Lirio, iy editor, 
Philippine Daly Inquirer PDI Building, Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City; fax 
Nos, 497 4793/94, e-mail addresses:glirio@inquirer com,ph and daydesk @inqutrer: com; ph. 

ans йош ack of fairness ar eje пау be sent co Raul Palabrica, renders adve the 
same address and fase numbers as those of the city editor, and e-mail adaressrpalabrien@inguirescom ph. 
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‘Flavier says Poe recovery extremely hard 


ondary to multiple infarcts involving both the 
anterior and posterior brain” simply meant 
that several parts of the brain had a stroke. 

An infarct means that tissues of a particular 
organ ofthe body are either dead or dying: 

“Due to occlusion of blood vessels” means 
there are obstructions in blood vessels caus- 
ing a stroke, according to him, "So there was a 
Jack in oxygen supply to the brain, hindering 
normal body functions." 

According to medical books, the damage to. 
different areas of the brain becomes irre- 
versible 15 to 30 minutes from the onset of 
oxygen deprivation. If ће obstruction in the 
blood vessel is not relieved, the area of the 
brain affected dies by infarction. 

Flavier said there had been some patients 
afflicted by cerebral thrombosis who recov- 
ered. “But it depends if the c 
But this (Poe's condition) is a multiple cas 


astroke? 
Stroke isa disease that affects blood vessels sup- 
plying oxygen and nutrients to the brain. It occurs. 
When a vessel bursts or is clogged by a blood clot 
or other particles. 

Symptoms of a stroke include blurring or de- 
creased vision in one or both eyes, severe headaches, 
weakness, numbness, or paralysis of the face, arm or 
leg that Is usually confined to one side of the body, 
dizziness, or loss of balance or coordination. 

The effects depend on the strokes severity 
‘These include sudden change in behavioral style, 
memory loss, speech or language problems, vi- 
sion problems and paralysis. 

Severo cases can lead to a coma or a беер and 
usually prolonged unconsclousness where the patient 
isunableto respond o ата! stimuli, A medical 
website (Postgraduate Medicine Online) sald stroke 
маз among the "Big Three" causes of coma; the other 
‘two are head (cranial) trauma and drug overdose. 

Most vulnerable to stroke are people who are 
‘obese, have high cholesterol level or high red 
blood cell count, cigarette smokers (especially if 
‘combined with oral contraceptives), have little 
physical activity, consume alcoholic drinks above 
two drinks per day, or use cocaine or intravenous 


drugs, PDI Research 
SOLCH OR JOSEPH E SMTH EDCALUBARLATHTTPIWWIOHOU 
SEARIORGPCRCHEOREQIOHIML ANDER CATHY PREDA 


Adult 
dropouts 
can іту... 


From page Al 


AP's First Cholee 
In Watches 
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* lse-coupad round:lront push ballon 

ru Nd This would be the 

3 first time the DepEd 

would use the media 
to teach 

school adults. 

Under the setup, 
25 mothers who did 
not finish school 
would be selected 
from each city. 

From their homes, 
they would listen to 
SBN-FM radio for 
lessons aired every 
Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 11 
am. to 11:30 pm. 
Repeat broadcasts 
are from 5:30 p.m. to 
6 p.m. of the same 
days. 

The special broad- 
cast will start in De- 
cember and end in 
May next year. 
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Chat on air 

The learning mod- 
ules would both be 
formative and inter- 

ing the 
learners can chat on 
air with the instruc- 
tor, according to the 
DepEd. 

After six months, 
the DepEd would 
evaluate the mothers 
enrolled in the pro- 
gram to check if they 
acquired the equiva- 
lent skills required in 
basic education. 

If the program is 
successful, the 
DepEd said it would 
institutionalize га 
dio-based — instruc- 
Чоп, 

Under the МОА, 
SBN also agreed to 
give hiring priority to 
those who would 
complete the DepEd 
program. 

"The traditional 
view of delivering ed- 
uucation is only 
through the school 
system, But with the 
BALS around, there 
exists a Rexibility in 
both educational sys- 
tems that enable а 
leamer to seek and 
avail of entry and 

EIKO: rand reentry opportunities 
TT RUE amet 
Guerrero said. 
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GenSan bomb suspects tagged 


From page At reportedly asked permission from of flood victims in Luzon. “Surely 1 the bombing,” Brig. Gen. Alexander that ended Now 15. area of operation covers General: 


few to this ety to assess the dam- the witness to leave his bag con- wil heip my own kababayan out Yano, military spokesperson, said at The government is seeking to Santos. 
age ofthe explosion and to oversee taining eggs and the meat. there,” Pacquiao, a native of Gener- a press conference. start peace talks with the MILF af- “In whatever capacity, our task is 
the investigation. Several minutes later, the ex- al Santos, said in Filipino. A joint police and military in- ter signing а ceasefire with the to be able to help the government. 
plosion happened, killing three President Macapagal-Arroyo vestigating team is looking into 12,000member guerrilla force at this time that it is negotiating: 
Sketch of suspect. people on the spot and wounding promised а swift investigation of the possibility that the attack was two years ago. peace with us. Any involvement to 
Reyes revealed that local au- several others. Sunday's “heinous deed.” the work of the Abu Sayyaf or a However, MILF officials have so such atrocity would mean violating 
thorites had already made a Мауог Pedro Acharon Jr said Тһе military and police have lost command of the MILE far failed to show up at the negoti- the 2002 ceasefire agreement that 
sketch of the suspect based on the the city government would footthe been placed on red alert follow. _ Military intelligence sources ating table amid an apparent pow- ме have entered into with the gov- 
description given by a female wit- hospital bills of the blast victims. ing the bombing. said they were looking into the er struggle following the death ernment,” Kabalu said. 
тез eho мз reportedly standing Вой featherweight sensa- Soldiers and policemen have possible involvement of an MILF from natural causes last year fits Тһе MILF spokesperson pret; 
пез ио Slo 82 of the mest tion Manny Pacquiao, fresh from secured vital installations and faction, whose leader Jack Andat- leader Salamat Hashim, who sented other probable angles: Poy 
Sedes ire the bonn exploded his fight against а Thai foe, densely populated areas, suchas uan was killed in a clash with se founded the movement in 1978. — litical sabotage and retaliation by 
Reyes said the witness had told promised to hare partofhiswin- schools, markets and churches curity forces in Banga, South In Cotabato City MILF followers of Andatuan who was 
police that at around 3:45 pm. nings with the bomb victims. nationwide to prevent another Cotabato, eight days ago. spokesperson Eid Kabalu said his killed by police. With reports 
Sunday, a man in his late 20s, Before his convincing KO victory bomb attack. “It (the blast) could also be part group was not involved in the from AR AFR Christian V. Es- 
about 5'3" in height, fair complex- over Fahsan 3K Battery on: Saturday, “The red alert status was dedared of an MILF bombing plan set before. blast. guerra and Juliet Labog-Javel- 
ion and wearing a cap, bought a the Filipino boxing hero vowed to in anticipation of any contingency end after Ramadan, sources said, Kabalu said he had talked with lana in Manila; and Charlie C. 
llo of meat. After that, the man ше his purse to alleviate the plight - referring to the Muslim holy month MILF Commander Aguilar, whose Seilase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Credit... 


From page Al 
to push Congress into passing tax measures 
before the Christmas break. 

“For us who have been in government for 
so long, it's sickening because we have seen 
it,” said Arroyo, referring to the usual ploy of 
the Palace to use foreign groups "to achieve 
what government wants to achieve." 

Ina privilege speech, he said “we area stur- 
dy people, and we will survive ali these.” 

Malacafiang considers indispensable the 
passage of tax measures this year to avert a 
credit rating downgrade. 

International ratings firms earlier warned 
that the country’s credit rating could be down- 
graded if none of the proposed fiscal measures 
"Were passed before the end ofthe year. 

А downgrade will raise interest rates and 
further jack up the country’s debt payments. 

“Now, we are touchy to the slightest hint of 
downgrade by Moodys, Standard and Poor, 
and Fitch when we don't even owe them any 
money" the senator said. 

“Before, the IMF (International Monetary 
Fund) and WB (World Bank) would enter on- 
ly our living rooms, probably our bedrooms. 
But now, Moody's and company enter at will 
our bathrooms and see us nude and our bare 
essentials for all to see. How more dehuman- 
ized can we get?” Arroyo said. 

He said, “Enough already of the much-bal- 
1уһооей rating agencies and the impending 
downgrade they are foisting because we have 
had already a de facto downgrade and its ef- 
fects have been and are already being felt.” 


Special session 

He said there was a lot of talk about calling a 
special session so that Congress could pass the tax’ 
measures before the end of the holiday season. —. 

"What for? The Senate has been delibera" 
ing on the tax bills for three months. But tax 
measures cannot be rushed and the executive 
knows that and has not helped any. It wants 
the legislature to work overtime on the tax 
bills but the executive does not want to work 
overtime to collect more taxes,” he said. 

Presidential Adviser on Political Affairs Gabriel 
Claudio sald President Macapagal-Arroyo would 
calla special session of Congress if the House of 
Representatives and Senate fail to pass at least 
two tax measures by Thursday 

"The agreement is for Congress to pass at 
least two of the tax measures before the ad- 
journment of sessions on Friday" Claudio 
said, adding that the measures should be rati- 
fied by Thursday which is the last day of the 
session. 


Sin taxes, lateral attrition 

Senate President Franklin Drilon yesterday 
said Congress would try to pass the sin taxes 
and lateral attrition bill before Friday 
"(O)therwise the President will be forced to 
call a special session, which we will support," 
Drilon said. 

Under House Bill No. 3174, the House of 
ео 
іп excise taxes to be imposed on tobacco and 
alcohol products, while Senate Bill No. 1815, 
currently under debate, wants a higher rate. 

‘The lateral attrition bill calls for incentives 
and penalties on tax collection agencies. 

Drilon said the Senate could not pass the 
tax amnesty bill because of resistance from 

Arroyo said all eyes were unfairly fixed on 
Congress passing the revenue measures, but he 
said the onus should be on the executive branch. 

Не explained that sometime back, a very 
simple proposition was conveyed to the Presi 
dent through backdoor channels. 

"The senator said Congress could enact mea- 
sures that would yield P40 billion on the condi- 
tion that the bureaus of internal revenues and 
‘customs would collect ће other half (P40 bil- $ 
E д elegance in flat 
еп percent more in BIR collections. 

But there was no response from the collec 
tion agencies, he said. 

Breakdown of discipline The new look of elegance. The crisp and clear picture quality. 
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Lateral Attrition Law ess EA agen- All in the new Panasonic Fiat Color TV. ن‎ dil 
cies to collect more taxes," he said. 


* 29" Flat Picture Tube г 
"Why we need such a law to compel tax col- ^ 
Jectors todo their duty of increasing their col | * NTSC(Tuner)/ Multi System (AV) * TC-29FJ30P 
lections is symptomatic of the breakdown of | ® MTS Stereo [tau] n S ое 
discipline in the bureaucracy The irony of * Surround Sound 
ironies is that this bill had been enacted al- * 5-Band Equalizer " 2 & ss 
роп Г 
ready during President (Joseph) Estradas | • Component Video (DVD) Input ideas for life 
time in the 11th Congress but was vetoed by | e i 
E : d 16W Audio Output 

President Arroyo when she assumed office 
the senator said, 

He also scored the Palace for backing out of 
its earlier proposal to tax text messages and ИШ А LA А Д Panasonic Service Center - Shaw Boul: 8AM TO 8PM 


Lu EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS! mondays- stri 


Labog-Javellana and Michelle V Remo 


www.panasonic.com.ph 
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2. FILM producer Armida Siguion-Reyna, 
Jinggoy Estrada. 


Rep. Imee Marcos and Sen. 


=. MAKATI Mayor Jejomar Binay and ex-Sen. б! 


Honasan ... 


SENATORS Lito Lapid and Alfredo Lim 


» and Poe's friends in the movie industry. 
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“Фа King' is dead 
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because of his present condi- 
tion.” 

Asked on television later if the 
65-year-old Poe's condition had, 
in fact, tumed for the worse, Es- 
cudero said: “Yes.” 

‘At one point in the press con- 
ference, Escudero sounded like it 
was only a matter of time. 

“although his condition deterio- 
rated, we are still praying that his 
life be lengthened and that he can 
still wait for some of his loved ones 
who have yet to arrive and want to 
see him before anything happens 
tohim,” the lawmaker said. 

Escudero said a number of 
Poe's relatives living abroad had 
started arriving. 

The entire third floor of St. 
Luke's Medical Center, where Poe 
was confined in the neuro-inten- 
sive care unit, had been cleared 
to make space for family and 
friends. 

Poe had lapsed into а coma after 
he suffered what a medical bulletin 
said was “a severe brain attack" ог 
stroke. His other internal organs 
had also been affected, the bulletin 
said. (See story on Page A1.) 

The bulletin was signed by 
Poe's attending neurologist, Dr. 
Abdias V Aquino, head of the 
Stroke Service of the Institute for 
Neurosciences of St. Luke's. 

Given an emergency liberty 
pass by the Sandiganbayan 
"where he is on trial for plunder, 
deposed President Estrada wept 
when he visited his buddy on 
Sunday night. 

“It was emotional. You know, 
they have been friends for 40 
years,” San Juan Mayor Joseph 
Victor “JV” Ejercito said in a tele- 
phone interview. 


Can FP] hear? 

“He was already weeping 
when he arrived at the hospital,” 
added Estrada's son by actress 
Guia Gomez. 

Ejercito said that during the visit, 
his father, detained in his rest house 
in Талау, Rizal, repeatedly spoke to 
Poe, hoping his friend could some- 
how hear what he was saying. 

Poe's 21-year-old son, Ronian, 
met Estrada at the hospital. The 
young man raised Estrada's hand 
to his forehead—a Filipino sign of 
respect accorded to the elder- 
ly—and the ex-President em- 
braced Ronian tightly. 

t was apparent that Estrada 
was in tears, an INQUIRER photog- 
rapher said. 


Aphone call 

Before he left his Tanay rest- 
house to go to the hospital, Estra- 
da had also called the ICU. 

Someone took the call and 
placed the phone's earpiece close 
to the unconscious Poe on the 
chance that he might hear that 
his friend was calling him. 

But Poe gave no sign he heard, 
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By Christine O. Avendaño 


HE ONCE played the role of a 
neurosurgeon in a 2000 film ti- 
Чей “Ang Dalubhasa,” but only 
a few people know that Fer- 
nando Poe Jr. isn't fond of be- 
ing around doctors. 

Close friend and former 
Sen. Vicente Sotto III said Poe 
was not even keen about hav- 
ing his blood pressure 
checked. 

“Hindi siya -mahilig mag- 
patingin (He didn't like going 
to the doctor),” Sotto said in a 
phone interview. 

Sul, Poe was a “health 
but" 

Every month, Sotto said, Poe 


_ ‘Health buff’ not 
^ fond of doctors 


would hie off to Batangas or 
Antipolo, where he would hike 
the hills and mountains. 

“He has a regular routine. 
He likes to climb mountains,” 
Sotto said. 

The only time the actor 
broke his routine was when he. 
campaigned for president ear- 
Her this year. 

Poe, who drinks red wine 
and bees, has cut down on his 
drinking since his friend, oust- 
ed leader Joseph Estrada, ran 
for president in 1998, Sotto 
said. 

He said the only time he saw 
Poe sick during the election 
campaign was when the latter 
hada cough ora cold. 


those present in the ICU said. 

“In simple language, his condi- 
tion deteriorated from last night, 
compared to this morning,” Es- 
cudero said, interpreting the 
medical bulletin. 


Afflicker of hope 

Asked about Poe's condition 
when he läst saw him, the Sorso- 
gon lawmaker said: “Ayaw ko 
mang gamitin pero medyo 
nakakalunos ang kundisyon niya 
Q don't want to say it but his con- 
dition isa bit grim).” 

Escudero said Poe had been at- 
tached to various lifesaving ma- 
chines and fluid-delivery tubes. 

He said Poe's family and 
friends were somewhat buoyed 
Sunday by the doctors advice 
that the actors heart remained 
strong while pumping blood. 

"It was a big change from last 
(Saturday) night,” Escudero said 
of Poe's condition as of yesterday. 

While acknowledging that the 
medical bulletin was not positive, 
Escudero said: "We are, of course, 
praying for the best." 

He said Poe's family and friends 
could only hope that God would 
listen to the storm of prayers being 
offered up for his survival. 


Susan's strength 

Susan Roces “remains strong 
and is the source of strength for 
family and friends," Escudero said, 

Outside the ICU, friends, rela- 
tives and fans gathered in differ- 
ent areas to offer prayers. (See 
story on Page Al.) 

‘The ICU was closed to visitors 
about midnight Sunday after 
Estrada's visit to give the Poe fami- 
ly some time to rest, Escudero said. 

The main entrance to the hos- 
pital was clogged with hundreds 
of cameramen, reporters and 
movie fans waiting to see the per- 


sonalities who would visit Poe. 


Prayers for Poe 

As the night deepened, the 
number of fans rapidly dwindled. 

Shortly after midnight, Sen. 
Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr. and ac- 
tor Rudy Fernandez emerged 
from the hospital. 

“We were not able to see him 
inside the ICU. We were told it 
wai already closed. Let us just 
pray for his speedy recovery,” Re- 
villa said. 

‘At about 3 am., only a few 
news photographers remained 
outside the main entrance. 


NEUROLOGIST Dr. Abdias Aquin: 


But fans and media persons 
were back again as early as 8 a.m, 
yesterday. А 
Beyond the brief medical bul- 
letin, reporters could only get an 
idea of Poe's condition from the 
demeanor of the friends and rela- 
tives who visited him. 1 


Grim looks | 

Most, if not all, who left the 
building looked grim, and visibly 
shaken. 

The bulletin, issued after 
lunch, only confirmed what many 
feared—that Poe was falling 
deeper into his coma. 

Expounding on the medical 
bulletin, Escudero said: "Last 
night (Sunday), his heart was 
beating strong. We held on to it as 
a sign that he would recover ... 
but this morning and this after- 
noon, (the beating) has weak-, 
ened.” 

Former San Juan Rep. Jose | 
Mari Gonzales, a former actor, | 
said that during his visit, he saw | 
several doctors in the room at the 
same time. 

"We could not see ЕР... We 
stayed outside of the ICU unit. 
But Susan ... she is very com- | 
posed," Gonzales said. 

Streams of visitors, both from 
the worlds of politics and enter- 
tainment, started arriving at 11 
am. They were still coming at 
press time 

The well-wishers included 
Senators Alfredo Lim, Lito Lapid 
and Aquilino Pimentel, and Rep. 
Imee Marcos. 

Berting Labra, Poe's friend and 
co-star in many films, came with 
several other persons from the 
entertainment industry. 


0 of St. 


inteviewed by journalists about Poe's condition Sunday. 


Friends, fans, foes offer prayers for FPJ recovery 


Frompage Al 


‘Arroyo, among other people, had 
been named winners of the “Peo- 
ple of the Year Awards” of People 
Asia magazine, which were hand- 
ed out last night. 

It would have been their first 
meeting since Ms Arroyo beat Poe 
by one million votes in the presi- 
dential election in May. Poe's 
camp claimed the victory was 
marred by fraud. 


A President's prayers 

Receiving her award, Ms Ar- 
royo said it celebrated the excel- 
lence and heroism of the Filipino 
amid adversities. 

‘But | am sad that our celebra- 
tion is incomplete with the ab- 
sence of Femando Poe Jr. who 
suffered a severe stroke the other 
night," Ms Arroyo said. “He is an 
icon of our people's aspirations 
and I have prayed all this time for 
his speedy recovery,” she said in a 
speech. 

"The daily Mass in Malacafiang 
is offered for his intentions,” she 
added. 

There were no outward indica- 
tions that Ms Arroyo would pay 
Poea visit. 

А Malacafiang source said it 
would not be in accordance with 
protocol for her to visit the actor at 
the hospital. It was also possible that 
Poe's supporters would not take her 
presence kindly the source said, 

"Тһе way they acted in the 
past, it seems that the wounds 
have not been healed,” the source 
added. 


Arroyo would visit the critically i 
actor Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said: “She has (issued) a statement. 
For the meantime I think that state- 
ment would suffice." 

Bunye ignored reports that die- 
hard supporters of Poe had sent 
word for Ms Arroyo not to show 
up at the hospital. 


Flowers from Noli 

Vice President Noli de Castro 
senta card and flowers to the ac- 
tors family. 

"My family is praying for [his] 
recovery ... Our prayers are what 
“Mr. Poe and his family need right 
now,” he said ina statement. 

Many administration officials 
kept a polite distance and a low 
profile. 

Presidential Adviser on Politi- 
cal Affairs Gabriel Claudio did 
not want to talk about Poe's ai 
ment but said: "We join the na- 
tion in fervent prayers that he will 
recover soon.” 

Romulo Macalintal, Ms Ar- 
royo's lawyer in the protest filed 
by Poe against her in the Presi- 
dential Electoral Tribunal, said 
this was not the time for politics. 


Set politics 

“This is the time to show our 
concern for FPJ and his family. 
This is the time to set aside poli- 
tics ... and to pray for his family 
to be ready in ease the Lord takes 
him back,” Macalintal said in a 
phone interview. 

The country’s Roman Catholic 
bishops also prayed for Poe's re- 
covery. 

Said Catholic Bishops Confer- 


ence of the Philippines president 
Davao Archbishop Fernando Ca- 
palla: “FPJ аз a famous actor has 
been an inspiration for many and, 
as a presidential candidate, was 
hailed by many as а symbol of 
hope for the poor.” 


A nation's prayers 

Capalla urged everyone to 
once again pray as a nation for 
the health of Poe. 

“As a Filipino and a Catholic, 
he deserves everyone's prayers,” 
he said. 

Sen. Edgardo Angara, who was 
Poe's chief political adviser dur- 
ing the election, echoed similar 
sentiments. 

“We are saddened by his dete- 
riorating condition because FPJ is 
a symbolism of unfulfilled hopes 
of many Filipinos,” Angara said. 
"He is a symbol of those who are 
fighting against injustice, oppres- 
sion and poverty.” 

He said the tremendous out- 
pouring of prayers for Poe attest- 
edto this. 


Praying for their idol 

A few dozen Poe supporters 
milled around St. Luke's hospital, 
if only to be near him. 

“We're here because we want 
to see our idol,” said Lu Llabe, 
who traveled ftom Mindoro is- 
land. "We want to get first-hand 
info on his condition.” 

Dressmaker Elena Narvasa, 35, 
told the Іква: "We are very sad 
and praying for him. He may even 
die ahead of Dolphy (Poe's long- 
time friend), If God takes him, we 
could not do anything about it.” 


"FPJ really felt bad about los- 
ing the election, that’s why he 
had a stroke,” said 40-year-old 
taxi driver Chito Valleda in Fil- 
ipino. "Who wouldnt? He was 
cheated." 


Poe's works of charity 

Eugene Orejas, executive di- + 
rector of the disaster manage- 
ment institution Concern, cited 
Poe's unpublicized acts of charity. 

Before he suffered the stroke, 
the actor, in a gesture of kindness, 
turned over 50 sacks of rice, sar- 
dines and noodles to Oplan Sagip 
Bayan (OSB), a coalition of non- 
government organizations advo- 
cating a community-based disas- 
ter management program. 

The goods, totaling 1,000 
packs, were donated by FPJ Pro- 
ductions. Poe personally met with 
OSB members at his office. 

“He did not want his donations 
published," Orejas said. "He was 
in а happy mood. All he asked 
was an assurance that these 
would reach the victims, And he 
said he was going to give more 
help” 

Joselito Santiago, 37, a barker 
and a jeepney driver for 19 years, 
said he was never a fan of FPJ be- 
cause he found his movies "too vi- 
olent 

But Santiago added: "T hope he 
getswell.” Juliet Labog-Javel- 
lana, Blanche Rivera, Michael 
Lim Ubac, Margaux Ortis, Tina 
Santos, Ruth L, Navarra and 
Carlo Maru C Mariano in 
Manila; Carla Gomez, PDI 
Visayas Bureau; and Tonette 
Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Yushchenko: Authorities poisoned me 


KIEV—Opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko said on Sunday- 
he was certain Ukraine's authorities had poisoned him with 
dioxin and hoped prosecutors would establish the truth af- 
ter this month's re-run of a rigged presidential election. 
Speakingtoreportersonhisre- runoff poll, during which he was 
tum to Kiev a day after Austrian backed by outgoing president 
doctors established he had been Leonid Kuchma and Russian Presi- 
poisoned, Yushchenkosaidhedid dent Vladimir Putin. The Supreme 
not want the case to affect cam- Court annulled the result on 
paigning for his new runoff grounds of mass fraud. 
against Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich has since turned on 
Yanukovich on Dec: 26. his mentor Kuchma, accusing him 
Yushchenko, who drew vast of doing nothing to stop the "or- 
crowds into the streets to back ange coup"—mass protests by or- 
charges of vote-rigging, wel- ange-clad Yushchenko supporters. 
comed prosecutors reopening a Yushchenko said he wanted 
case into what he has long said the case to be pursued after the 
маз а bid to kill him. Though in new runoff as he did not want it 
good physical form, his face re- to have “any moral or ethical ef- 
mains bloated and pocked. fect, positive or negative, on the 
: ? “Lam convinced that this isthe election campaign.” 
E d work of the authorities, absolute- Ukrainian media said prosecu- 
3 = чен ly convinced,” Yushchenko said at tors reopened the case after doc- 
ы Kiev airport. torsat the Vienna clinic confirmed 
“Time is now needed for the in- dioxin poisoning. The case was 
vestigation. A lot of the circum- launched after Yushchenko first 
stances are already known. Ithink underwent treatment in Septem- 
if the general prosecutor acts ас berbutwas later closed. 
cording to Ukraine's laws, both Yushchenko had earlier told re- 
the country and the world at large porters in Vienna he was “happy 
will soon know who did this” 10 be alive.” And he predicted 
He declined to comment fur- that “the regime that was in place 
ther on who exactly lay behind ine is now liv- 
the poisoning or where it might ing its lastdays.” 
have originated, saying it was up _ Yushchenko likened Ukraine's 
to judges and prosecutors to es- upheaval after the now-discredit- 
tablish the facts. ed election to the fall ofthe Soviet 
Senior Ukrainian officals, in- Union or the Berlin wall. Thou- 
GATHERING STORM cluding Kuchma, have yet to com- “sands of his supporters brought 
A seagull fies in front of the Sydney city skyline as a storm approaches Dec. 13. Severe weather closed Sydney's airport and caused ‘ment on the poisoning revelations. Kiev to a virtual halt for more 
property damage after storms hit the city mid-afternoon producing large hailstones and causing flooding. sumas | Yanukovich was initially de- than two weeks to demand anew 
dared the winner of the Nov. 21 poll Reuters 


New attacks on churches 
in Indonesia prompt alert 


JAKARTA—Muslim-dominated Central Sulawesi has seen in- 
Indonesia on Monday ordered termittent violence between 
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Christian churches sparked fears killed in clashes four years ago. | ji is "m 
ofa repeat of deadly Christmas The government has sponsored | й 
Eve bombings four years ago. peace talks but tensions persist. d ag TERT 

President Susilo Bambang Yud- ^ Five months ago gunmen ` 
hoyono told police chiefs to be on opened fire on a church in Palu, 
alert for possible terrorist attacks killing a female minister and 
around the country after two at- wounding four worshippers. In 
tacks on churches in Central Su- May a prominent Christian prose- 
lawesi province late Sunday left cutor was killed in Palu as he left 
three people seriously injured. another church. 

The separate bomb and gun a — Cabinet Secretary Sudi Silalahi 
tacks onthe Emanuel and Anuger- on Monday told journalists that 
ah churchesin the provincial capi- Yudhoyono had summoned top 
tal Palu come just two weeks be- security minister Widodo Adisu- 
fore Christmas, fueling concerns cipto and National Police Chief 
that extremists were plotting General Da'i Bachtiar to discuss 
more attacks. measures to halt further attacks. 

A seres of blasts at churches “The president instructed the na- 
across Indonesia on Christmas Eve tional police chief to step up securi- 
2000 let 19 dead. The attacks, ty and protection in Palu and antici 
‘blamed on Muslim militants, preced- рахе the possibilities... We should be. 
ed the October 2001 Bali bombings alert so that this does not take place. 
in which 202 people were killed. in other areas," Silalahi said. 

‘Authorities say the al-Qaida- Не said the cities of Jakarta, 
linked Jemaah Islamiyah regional Medan in North Sumatra, Makassar 
terror group was responsible for in South Sulawesi would get special 
the Bali strike. Some have blamed attention as potential troublespots. 
the organization—behind several Police have already announced ex- 
other major blasts—of having a tra guards at 332 churches in 
hand in the church attacks. Surabaya, East Java. AFP 
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Baghdad bomber kills 7 
1 yr after Saddam capture 


BAGHDAD—A suicide саг 
bomber killed at least seven 
Iraqis at an entrance to Baghdad's 
Green Zonc government and US 
diplomatic compound on Mon- 
day, a year to the day since US 
forces captured Saddam Hussein. 

At least 17 people were also 
wounded, civilian hospital staff 
sald, The US military said no US 
soldiers were hurt. 

Jt was not clear if any of the 
Iraqi National Guard troops 
which also man the checkpoint 
had been killed or wounded, 

"We had stopped in the car 
when all we felt was a car explode 
next to us,” said one injured Iraqi 
civilian at the city's busy Yarmuk 
hospital, his face caked with blood. 

“A suicide bomber hit Check- 
point 12. It's pretty ugly” a US of- 
ficer said inside the Green Zone. 

Iraqi police said the bomber 
drove a car and a US military 
spokesperson said several other 
cars were also destroyed. 

‘The checkpoint, dose to the main 
airport highway is on a main en- 
ance to the sprawling complex 
which was Saddam's presidential 
palace. It now houses the US and 
other embassies and the offices ofthe 
'US-backed Iraqi interim government 


senior doctor said they had received 
seven bodies and were treating 17 
wounded. Staff wheeled in a 
wounded man as doctors sewed up 
the bloodied hand of a young wom- 
an whose head was bandaged. 
Monday i the first anniversary of 
the capture of Saddam by US forces. 
after eight months on the гп. At 
that time, US President George W 
Bush and US military commanders 
hoped the former presidents arrest 
would puncture guerrilla activity 
among his former supporters in the 
Sunni Arab minority 
However, violence has contin- 
ued unabated and the death rate 
among US troops has risen since 
Saddam was dragged from a hid- 
ing hole in farmland near his home 
town of Tikrit. В 
Some of Saddam's old leu- 
tenants went on hunger sirike on 
Sarurday over access to lawyers and 
fears of being handed over to Iraqis 
after the election, their lawyers said. 
The 67-year-old former presi- 
dent, held separately from his for- 
mer aides, was not among those 
‘who were refusing some foo 
Former deputy prime minister 
‘Tareq Aziz, once Saddam's urbane 
envoy to the outside world, and 
former vice president Taha Yassin 


"Ас пе civilian Yarmuk hospital, a Ramadan were among dozens re- 
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fusing food, Azizs lawyer said, 
Neanall ofthe 55 "most wanted" 
Iraqis sought by US troops after the 
war are held ata secret location, 

US and Iraqi officials fear vio- 
Тепсе could increase, despite the. 
offensive against rebel strongholds 
in Falluja, in the run up to a nation- 
al election on Jan. 30. 

The vote, Iraq's first fully free elec- 
tion, is expected to consolidate pow- 
er for the long oppressed GO percent 
Shiite Muslim minority at the ex- 
pense of Saddam's fellow Sunnis. 

d interim presi- 
dent, Sunni tribal leader Ghazi 
Yawar, wamed continued violence 
and occupation could cause serious 
problems if Iraqis felt “humiliated.” 

“This could in the long term 
create an environment in which 
an Iraqi Hitler could emerge like 
the one created by the defeat of 
Germany and the humiliation of 
Germans in World War One,” 
Yawar told the London-based 
Asharq al-Awsat newspaper. 

‘There were sharp clashes in 
the east of Falluja on Sunday and 
US officers say the city is still not 
safe enough for some 200,000 lo- 
cal people to return home. US jets 
bombed the east of the city on 
Sunday and residents heard sus- 
tained gunfire. Reuters 


With all the tidious preparations 
for the season, STRESS & 
ANXIETY may take its toll at 
night when you can't sleep 
anymore. If sleepless nights 
start to hound you, you may 
be already suffering from 


AN IRAQI girl looks out from her shelter past lames at a camp for 
Falluja refugees in Habaniya, near Baghdad, Dec. 12. An Iraqi Red 
Crescent convoy was allowed into Falluja on Saturday to deliver 
humanitarian supplies but left before nightfall due to sporadic —— 


fighting between US troops and guerrillas, 


Shanes Rim REESE Bin Laden " definitely 
xiety May. Lead to INSOMNIA. 
in region, says Karzai 


INSOMNIA that may later cause 
several other health problems, 
including DEPRESSION. 

This Christmas, give yourself the 
gift of a sound, relaxing sleep, 
the natural way.. B 


KABUL—Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai seid Sunday that Osama bin 
Laden is “definitely” in the region 
and will eventually be caught, even 
though American and Pakistani 
generals insist the trail is cold. 
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“Irs very difficult to say where 
he is hiding. He cannot be away 
from this region. He's definitely 
in this region,” Karzai told CNN's 
Late Edition. “We will get him 
sooner or later, trust me on that." 
Speculation on Bin Laden's 
whereabouts has long focused on 
the mountains along the border 
between Afghanistan and Pak- 
istan, where the al-Qaida leader 
slipped away from Afghan and 
US forces three years ago, 
Pakistan's Army has mounted a 
seres of bloody offensives 
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killed west 
of Baghdad 


BAGHDAD—Seven US Marines 
‘were killed in two separate inci- 
dents west of Baghdad on Sun 
day, the US military said in a 
statement on Monday. 

Te said they were killed in Anbar 
province, a region which includes 
the violent towns of Falluja and Ra- 
madi, but it gave no further details 
of the heaviest daily death toll for 
US troops since the end of their of- 
fensive on Falluja a month ago. 

In all, eight Marines were 
killed over the weekend in Anbar 
province, one on Saturday and 
seven in the Sunday incidents. 

There were sharp clashes in 
the east of Falluja on Sunday and 
US officers say the city is still not 
safe enough for some 200,000 lo- 
cal people to return home. US jets 
bombed the east of the city on 
Sunday and residents heard sus- 
tained gunfire. 

‘The nearby town of Ramadi re- 
mains a bastion of the insurgency, 
where clashes with US troops are 
frequent. 

With the latest deaths, the 
number of US troops killed in ac- 
tion since the invasion of Iraq 21 
months has risen to atleast 1,015, 
and the total US dead to 1,290. 

Nearly 10,000 Americans have 
"been wounded, the majority of 
them severely. Reuters 


against foreign fighters near the 
border this year, and American 
forces launched a winter-long op- 
eration last week against Taliban 
rebels on the Afghan side 

But there has been no indica- 
tion they are close to seizing the 
suspected mastermind ofthe Sept, 
11, 2001, attacks in the United 
States which prompted US Presi 
dent George W. Bush to launch 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
with an assault on Afghanistan, 

Pressed in the CNN interview, 
recorded Sunday in the Afghan 
capital, Karzai declined to say 
whether Bin Laden could be in 
Afghanistan, or in Pakistan. He 
said he knew of no suggestion the 
al-Qaida leader could be in neigh- 
boring Iran. 

“But we can defi- 
nitely say he's around 
this region and he 
cant run forever” 
Karzai said. 

Even though Bin 
laden remains at 
large, and Taliban mil 
itants continue to kill 
Afghan and US sol 
diers despite an offer 
of amnesty, Karzai has 
said he is more 
alarmed at Afjha- 
nistan's booming nar- 
cotics industry, which 
the United Nations 
saysis turning it into a 
“narco-state.” 

On Sunday, Afghan 
Judges and prosect 
tors began training К 
special courts which 
officials hope will be- 
gin jailing heroin and. 
opium kingpins early 
next year. 

US and British 
counter-narcoties ex- 
pens are training 
Afghan security 
forces who have al- 
ready begun destroy- 
ing drug stockpiles, 
smashing refining 
laboratories and ar- 
resting traffickers. 

Plans are also be- 
ing laid to punish 
farmers by destroy- 
ing opium poppy 
crops in key growing 
regions carly next 
year. — Meanwhile, 
hundreds of millions 
of dollar are ear- 
marked to help them 
switch to less lucra- 


Karzai said Afghans 
were "embarrassed" 
to be the worlds 
biggest supplies of 
opium and heroin. 

“I promise you, 
and 1 like that Ameri- 
сап people and the 
rest of the world 
should know this, 
that we will fight 
poppy” he said. "We 
know it hurts us, it 
hurts you, it hurts ev- 
erybody So we will 
Aight it.” AP 
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GAZA—Israel struck back with ing and bring peace tothe Middle ne asivery win umo tons 
missiles at Gaza Strip militants on  Fastafter decades of conflict. el PAÁMETRO eqe eos 
Monday after five Israeli troops Israel has said itcould talk to a — [uegsrosisesesuses] an in mice pur (нар ras ls. agg ery ср 
were killed in a resurgence of vio- new Palestinian leadership if it ras 

lence that has dented hopes of reins in militant groups, but will 
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The bloodshed underlined the withdraw troops and settlers 97 
challenge facing moderate Pales- from the Gaza Strip alone. NS NE с, лан 
tinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, “Our firm demand to the Pales- 2 а ад DAC 
whose victory іп a Jan. 9 election nian Authority, as a preliminary и < 
to replace Arafat is virtually as- stage, Б to stop temor" Israels |ÉXEEEETH оло, ETT 
sured after jailed uprising leader Deputy Defense Minister Ze'evBoim || "in Ts time or lese” 

Marwan Barghouthi withdrew. told Israel Radio. "Stopping teroras || Works well with dry, moist 
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‘seid was used to make weapons. offa 1,500 kg bomb, tuming build- ера www.cityland.net * investment@cityland.net 

‘There were no reports of casualties. ings to rubble and killing five sol- 

Hours later, Israeli troops inthe diers of a Bedouin Arab unit. 

‘West Bank city of Nablus killed a Israel closed the Rafah border Ps 
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Israeli withdrawal from the occu- зо that next month's presidential | ВЕТА c E p 
pied strip next year, hoping to election goes smoothly. 1 [чере editt 8. / 
Claim a pullout as a victory. The Abbas, 69, was ensured a dear 1 
army aims to smash them first. run after firebrand uprising leader О Err onenen aien, 
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dealt а blow to optimists who Abbashasofen condemned violence - - 
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Police seized the Other evidence the gunman, then 
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Conservation 
М: than a week after four typhoons struck vari- 
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ous parts of Luzon, the Metropolitah Waterworks 

and Sewerage System warned that Metro Manila 

could have a water shortage. The MWSS said the 
avalanche of logs and mud triggered by the storms had 
severely damaged a 13-kilometer tunnel that brings wa- 
ter to Angat Dam from the Umiray River in General 

Nakar, Quezon. 
EDITORIAL President Macapagal-Arroyo said 
that the damage. to Umiray tunnel 


Blinders and tunnel vision 
FLOOD detritus from logs and mud to smashed - = ee Ti 


al are only dress rehearsals for what is ahead 
for other provinces. 

Nationwide, only 18 percent of forest cover 
is left, out of the original 92 percent in 1575. 
But our political leaders time scales rarely go 
beyond the next elections. Few seem aware of 


shacks blocked a 13-km Angat water tunnel for Le 
Metro Manila А mile of logs” clogged the ex. VIEWPOINT Л 
trance into typhoon-devastated Real's bay, de- 
laying Philippine Navy rescue vessel DF 317. : 
“These reflect failure, by government, to curb EF, 


was unprecedented. She assured the people, however, 
that the government was working round the clock to re- 
pair the damage. On Sunday, Malacañang again sought 
to allay the fears of a water shortage in Metro Manila. 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the repair of the tun- 
nel would be completed in time to avert a water crisis. 
Still, the earlier statement of the MWSS should be 
viewed in connection with a warning made in October by 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomi- 
cal Services Administration of drier conditions for the 
rest of the year and slightly warmer than normal temper- 
atures in the first half of 2005. Pagasa, in an advisory on 
another El Niño episode, said that the persistent warming 
of the atmosphere over the central equatorial Pacific 
Ocean had expanded. It also said an increased risk of be- 
low-normal rainfall was expected in most parts of the 


country in the first quarter of 2005. 


Warmer temperatures will generally mean less rain, 
and less rain will mean less water. A hotter than usual dry 
season will also mean increased use of water in most 


households: 


So, despite the more recent statements of Malacafiang 
downplaying the threat of a water shortage, the people of 
the metropolis, and indeed of. the rest of the country, 
would be well-advised to prepare for a water shortage 
and practice water conservation. The expected deficit in 
rainfall early next year will adversely affect not only the 
household water supply but also agriculture, hydropow- 


the ravaging of forests. 

Even those who doubt whether illegal log- 
gers are the culprit agree that despite logging 
bans, secondary forests are still dwindling at 
the rate of 480 hectares daily. The death toll 
and wreckage have stoked public fury. 

Unfortunately, that anger will subside 
quickly. It often does. We aré a people with 
short memories. Few memories of the flash 
floods in Ormoc, Caraga and Southern Leyte 
remain, And the media are always shuffling on 
to the next headline. 

Denuded forests cannot be re-greened 
overnight. It takes a couple of hours to chain- 
saw a hectare. But even fast-growing species 
take years to grow. So, the next flash floods are 
inevitable. Postponed reforms make that a giv- 
еп, More people will die. That's a given too. 

‘So what can be done? The answer perhaps is 
offered by the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
Wangari Maathai, the 64-year-old environ- 
mentalist who received the award this week in. 
Oslo. The award cited her for launching the 
"Green Belt Movement” that planted 30 mil- 
lion trees across a denuded Kenya. 

Maathai is the 12th woman (and the first 
from Africa) to win the peace prize since the 
awards started in 1901. She bested 194 nomi- 
nations, including former, chief UN weapons 
inspector Hans Blix. . 

Ta the teeth of Philippine-like corruption, 
she organized thousands of groups; primarily 
of women, to plant trees. In the process, 
theyve re-greened Kenya—and empowered 
citizens in democratic governance. 

“The environment is very important because 


Juan 1. Mercado уге 
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sion that sees beyond today's multiple crises. 

Time is not on our side. Writing laws into 
the books is not enough, Maathai told CNN. 
Soil or forest rehabilitation have cycles that do 
not bend to parliaments or armies. "My life is 
my message,” she said. 

“Tunnel vision here blinds us to lethal prob- 
lems beyond reckless logging. One is massive 
soil erosion, which will wreck future food 
supplies. 

In China, Mesopotamia, Egypt, North 
Africa and Greece, states crumbled as ero- 
sion emptied granaries. Do our leaders heed 
historical lessons? 

In Latin, erodere means to “gnaw aw: 
When tree cover is stripped, the soil is 
“gnawed away” and becomes vulnerable to 
heavy downpours. In its uncultivated state, top 
soil—“a crustal fragile membrane that pro- 
vides a foothold of life on earth"—is only seven. 
to 25 centimeters deep. 

in some Philippine uplands, topsoil depth is 
less than 10 cm. “Ata soil depletion rate of 0.75 

-cm/ha/yr, it will ake only some 13 years for the 
topsoil to be depleted,” a Food and Agriculture 
Organization study reveals. "If one assumes а 
topsoil depth of 15-25 cm, as some respected 
Filipino soi scientists believe, then it will take 
20-33 years for this layer to be removed." 

То form an inch of top soil from decayed 
leaves and other vegetation takes a century or 
more. “But a single climactic event can wash 
away this irreplaceable and fragile carpet 


post-flash flood danger. 

Even before today's deluge, erosion already 
blighted "more than half of the land area in 13 
provinces,” sapping their capacity to feed grow- 
ing populations, the Philippine Council for Agri- 
cultural Research and Development points out, 

Provinces with land whose productivity is 
being “gnawed away" are: Batangas, Cebu, Ilo- 
сов Sur, La Union, Batanes, Bohol, Masbate, 
Abra, Iloilo, Cavite, Rizal, Marinduque, Capiz. 
These 13 provinces have 50 to 90 percent of 
their areas eroded, says the Department of En- 
vironment and Natural Resources. The worst 
are: Cebu—386,717 ha; Bohol—-271,739 ha; 
Masbate—269,147 ha; Batangas—262,762 
ha; and Abra—258,410 ha. 

“Overall, 75 percent of croplands is vulnera- 
ble to erosion of various degrees." In the 
Visayas, about half (1.12 million ha) has mod- 
erate to severe erosion. OF Mindanao's 3.44 
million ha, about 3.36 million are “gnawed 
away.” For the country аз a whole, some 2.87 
million ha have moderate to severe erosion. 

“Erosion is not an invisible disease stalking 
the land in search of soil to destroy" says soll 
scientist TE Shaxson. “It is a foreseeable eco- 
logical response to inappropriate land use and 
management.” It can be reversed. 

‘An array of technology is on the shelf since 
wind erosion devastated parts of the US in the 
1930s. Thailand's King Bhumibol campaigns to 
"use vitiver grass to hold back the soil. In 1985, 
the Ramon Magsaysay Award cited Davao- 
based the Mindanao Baptist Rural Life Center 
for Sloping Agricultural Land Technology. 

"You can read the skies,” the Master from 


er generation and health and sanitation, among other 
sectors. 

More and more, water is becoming a scarce and precious 
commodity. Because in the past water was plentiful and 
relatively cheap, people never worried about a possible 
shortage. Now, not only because of a probable water short- 
age but also because of the announced increase in water 
rates, people should use water wisely and efficiently. 


when we destroy our resources that become 
scarce, we fight over that,” she told BBC. He 

‘bottom line is: citizens, not government, will 
reverse degradation. All these stem from.a vi- 


needed eons to weave.” Galilee once said. “You hypocrites. Why can 
Have pork-obsessed legislators asked how you not read the signs of the times?” 

much of this invaluable asset is being "mined" E 

or lost? They should. For Ormoc, CaragaorRe- E-mail: juan_mercado@pacfic.net.ph 


Now may be the time to insure that one's home is leak- 
free. Many houses have “hidden” water leaks. These can 
be detected by reading the water meter before and after a 
two-hour period when no water is being used. If the wa- 
ter meter reading goes up, there must be a leak some- 
where. Leaking faucets must bé repaired immediately. If 
a faucet drips at the rate of one drop per second, one can 


expect to waste 10,206 liters of water per year. 


Aside from checking water leaks, other water conserva- 


tion measures that may be taken are: 


* Using a basin or washtub while doing the laundry; 
and using the rinse water for other purposes, such as 


mopping the floor. 


* Turning the tap off while shaving or brushing one's 


teeth. 


* Storing drinking water in pitchers or bottles instead 


of letting the tap run every time one wants a drink. 


* Defrosting food overnight or hours before cooking, 


instead of using a lot of water to defrost it. 


* Avoiding unnecessary flushing of the toilet and using 


water in a pail instead. 


* Using a bucket and dipper instead of a hose in wash- 


ing the car. 


* Storing rain water in buckets for watering the plants 


or cleaning the car. 


Right now, Malacafiang officials are trying to avoid a 
scare over a possible water shortage. But we can never be 
sure. (We can never be sure about things that concern na- 
ture; we never expected, for instance, that four succes- 
sive typhoons would hit the country and produce disas- 


trous results.) 


We cannot be complacent after the government as- 
sured us that the repair of the Umiray tunnel would be 
completed soon. Some things can still go wrong. And the 
expected “weak” El Niño episode early next year could 
become worse. It’s best to hedge against a water shortage 
by storing water now, conserving it and making a habit of 


using water wisely and efficiently. 


SIX more martyrs/heroes were added to the 
Wall of Remembrance last Saturday They 
were Lean Alejandro, Joe Burgos, Jun Celes- 
tial, Paula Malay, Laverne Mercado and Bob- 
bit Sanchez. Raul Roco, whom I saw at the 
Bantayog, quipped that if Bobbic had been 
there, he would probably have been amused 
by the idea that he was being immortalized as 
а hero. 1 agreed. 1 said if Bobbit had been 
there, he would probably have asked us to just 
Joinhimforadrink. . ° 

That was the light part of things. The more 
serious, and insightful, part was supplied by 
Edita Burgos, widow of Joe. She gave a mov- 
ing speech, saying the outpouring of sympa- 
thy and goodwill for her husband convinced 
her that Joe had only left this world in a physi- 
cal sense. In all other senses, he was as pre- 
sent as the crowd that gathered to honor him. 

knew all of the six on the list, some more 
than the others. | met them at various points 
in my life, and my life has been the richer for 
it. Lean of course is well known; Gary Grana- 
da even wrote a rock masical about him. A 
dedicated activist and gifted communicator, 
he was one of the pillars of the protest move- 
ment during and after martial law. Ironically, 
he was felled.by an assassin's bullet not dur- 
ing Marcos’ time but during Согу, in 1987, 
as he was coming home to Bayan headquar- 
ters after a press conference at the National 
Press Club. He was 27-when he died but his 
life was short only in the physical зеге. It was 
long by the fullness with which he lived it. 

‘Joe Burgos died last year, at 62, from cancer. 
He is the best known among the six, intema- 
tionally as well as nationally. In 2000, to mark 
the erid of the 20th century, the International 
Press Institute named him one of the 50 press 
freedom heroes inthe world, a signal honor for 
him and the nation. Por sheer courage and in- 
tegrity, he had, and has, few peers, He it was 
who published Boni Gillego's exposé of Mar- 
cos fake medals at a time when to even 
breathe a word of criticism against Marcos was 
to court mayhem. His newspapers, We Forum 
and Malaya, became a torch blazing in the 
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{journalistic darkness. Without them, we would 
not be enjoying our light today. 

Jun Celestial 1 met only briefly in college. 
He was a student leader who was expelled for 
his activism. After martial law, he ran an un- 
derground student publication, using a 
mimeographing machine spirited from the 
student council of his school. Не was “sal 
vaged" by the military in Montalban in 1975. 
He was 25 when he died, but he lived a short 
time too only in the physical sense. 

Ayi Malay is the other half of the formidable 
Malay tandem, the other half being her hus- 
band Armando. The last time I spoke with her 
was at the National Press Club. She was fuming 
over the idea, fomented by some writers, that 
Andres Bonifacio cringed and begged for his life 
when he was about to be executed. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth, Ayi said. Her re- 
searches showed the Great Plebeian was great 
not justin life but in death, showing only con- 
tempt for his executioners. That typified Ayi. 
She could be as passionate about the past as of 
the present. Toward the end of her days, she 
‘was til writing and learning new things. 

Laverne Mercado I met only a few times at 
the National Council of Churches of the 
Philippines. He was a tremendous orator, one. 
who could move the walls themselves to 
tear. He it was who gave the Protestant 
churches a new face, different from the con- 
servative one they had worn throughout the 
last century. He led the NCCP in the fight for 
freedom against martial law, opening the NC- 
CP grounds to forums that exposed its abuses, 
He was detained їп 1974 but was released 
shortly later in the wake of an international. 
ошту. His shoes will be very hard to fill, 


And finally, well, I wrote about Bobbit 
when he died last year. His son Anthony, who 
represented him at the Bantayog, is right: 
Bobbit had a big heart but whose heart gave 
utin the end. sorely miss him. 

Tm glad that their names have been added to 
the Wall of Remembrance. It corrects two ex- 
tremes in our concept of heroes. One is that 
heroes are people who are so removed from us 
they exist in such elevated planes and are be- 
yond being reached by us. They are Rizal and 
Bonifacio and Apolinario Mabini, who occupy 
pantheons. Well, they do. But before they did, 
they were ordinary mortals like you and me, 
who drove themselves to extraordinary lengths. 
‘There is no sheen or aura that radiates from 
heroes, the sheen or aura comes from what they 
do. They are not demigods given to the world to 
do demigod.ic things, they are flesh and blood 
who know fear and grief, joy and laughter. 

‘The second is the exact opposite, which is 
that heroes are a dime a dozen. That isn't so 
only from the looseness with which we use 
the word, referring among others to sports 
heroes, That is so as well from the capacity of 
this country to manufacture heroes by PR. 
The last two Edsas in particular had too many 
self-proclaimed heroes, burying in their wake 
the people who offered their lives to build a 
new world. True heroes never draw attention 
to their heroism, which unfortunately is an 
engraved invitation ro scoundrels to propa- 
gate their myths. Unsung is the common lot of 
true heroes simply becauise they will not sing 
paeans to themselves. It is left for us to do so. 

Serving the people, as all these six used to 
say, is its own reward, Well, honoring them is 
our own reward, too. 

Update: So far, we have 13 musicians (and 
counting) forthe Dec. 20 benefit at Conspira- 
cy Café for the victims of the storms, Some vi- 
sual artists are putting their works up for auc- 
tion, the proceeds to go to the Prelature of In- 
fanta. My thanks to those who have offered 
donations, | will keep you posted on develop- 
ments in the next few days, 
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Unexplained wealth, 


OUR legislators ought to take seriously the wam- 
ings of Bangko Sentral Gov. Rafael Buenaventura 
about the dreadful effects of a two-notch credit 
downgrade or even just a downgrade of “out- 
ook" by the various international credit rating 
agencies. If they don't disten to him, chances are 
there's no one else they would listen to. The BSP 
chief has stressed to media that the Southeast 
Asian region is awash with foreign investments 
being made in emerging markets, but sadly the 
Philippines is being left out of the loop because of 
its economic problems. In fact, he noted that giv- 
еп the amount of liquidity circulating in the SEA 
market, RP should be getting four times the 
{$104.4 million in portfolio investments it got this 
year. He warned that a credit downgrade would 
make things worse as it would remove RP from 
the radar screens of foreign fund managers. 

‘The media have endlessly reported that 
passing several revenue measures to boost 
RP's fiscal position is a condition for averting a 
downgrade. It’s possible, however, that 
Congress will adjourn session this week with- 
ош approving a single measure. In fact, the 
Palace is mulling calling a special session just 
to pass a few of them. But even with that 
move, everything's still iffy and the uncertain- 
ty does not help project a picture of stability 
for RR It seems that appeals to patriotism have 
not worked on our lawmakers. Otherwise they 
would not have let the bills drag this long and 
isk a downgrade. I don't know whether the 
Christmas spirit would do the trick, especially 
on the senators. At least the House is poised to 
approve three or four measures, but these 
have bogged down in the Senate. 


‘The media were invited last week to hear the 
results of the 18th annual survey of multinational 
companies (MNCs) conducted by the Wallace 
Business Forum. The interesting thing was that 
the answers provided by various MNCs doing 
business here to the 2004 survey were, zs WBF 
president Peter Wallace pointed out, “essentially 
unchanged” after 17 earlier surveys. For instance, 
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the strengths of the investment climate were the 
same, centering mainly on its best resources, its 
people. Queried on their "least problematic oper- 
ating issues,” the MNCs replied, in the order of 
importance: skilled labor availability; access to 
and cost of local funds; cost of production; com- 
petition from local goods; and cost of labor. The 
MNCs rated highly the Filipino workers’ educa- 
tion level, their English language capability the 
Sudliy and quan of middle management and 
technical people, the comfortable local lifestyle 
and the availability of skilled/semi-skilled labor. 
‘The one bright spot was the labor aspect, where 
the MNCs gave their best rating in the past 18 
years, In fact, for the first time, 100 percent of the 
‘companies without unions agreed that their rela- 
tions with their employees were amicable, prais- 
ing their loyalty. In the past three years, only one 
company with a union reported a strike. In this 
latter aspect, I think the Arroyo administration 
should be credited for being nakatutok. 

On their “most problematic operating is- 
sues" the MNCs listed declining margins, 
market growth/size, excessive tax rates, 
competition from lower-priced substitutes, 
e.g., cheap imports from China, and high cost. 
оѓ energy. Queried on RP's “major investment 
disadvantages,” they listed, in the order of 
importance: corruption; consistency of poli- 
cies; political instability; peace and order/se- 
curity problems, and economic instability. All 
of which had to do with governance. 

Unfortunately, in the MNCs’ estimation, 
RP's weaknesses outweighed its strengths, so 
that the index of investment attractiveness 


fell from 63.7 in 2003 to 62.2 this year. This 
decrease was reflected in the increase of the 
negative attitude of their head offices abroad 
toward increasing investments here. But the 
MNCs also gave recommendations for at- 
tracting more investments: “cleat, effective 
and consistent policies; strong enforcement 
of laws; an even playing field; no changing of 
the rules in mid-stream, and honoring and re- 
specting contracts.” They also mentioned 
"minimizing judicial intervention in legiti- 
mate business operations." 

Effective governance is something that can 
be worked at, but as Wallace puts it, why 
aren't the reforms being put in place? Gover- 
nance involves both the executive and the leg- 
islative branches, for at this point the key to 
RP's fiscal recovery clearly is in hands of the. 
legislature. GS 


Last year, members of Maryknoll College High 
School Class of 1980 brainstormed for a silver ju- 
Bie project diat would enable them to havea lor 
of fun and bonding while raising funds for a pro- 
ject to help empower underprivileged women. A 
‘classmate from New York offered to write about 
how she retired after 12 years in banking to sail 
around the, world with her husband, whom she 
had met in a sailing class. Over the next few 
months, 28 women e-mailed to one another es- 
says from Manila, London, Dusseldorf, and vari- 
‘ous US and Asian cities, sharing intimate details 
about their lives and personal experiences, e.g., 
battles fought in corporate boardrooms, in bed- 
rooms and in the hidden caverns of their psyches. 
‘Alternately poignant, hilarious, painful and wise, 
the 30-odd essays ended up in an anthology, ti- 
дей “Speak Up, Woman!” sponsored by Dove and 
launched two months ago. It was edited by New 
York-based writer Marivi Soliven Blanco, who de- 
scribes her classmates as “indomitable survivors, 
unfazed by life's trials and proud of our tri- 
umphs.” The cover design and illustrations were 
done by Benjor Catindig of Creative 20. For 
copies, call or text Malu del Rosario, 0917-790- 
8446 or e-mail speakupwomanQ yahoo.com. 


Teens, sex and parenthood 


TALKING about sex and teenagers is like shouting 
“Fire!” in a crowded movie house, American 
columnist Ellen Goodman once wrote. Acknowl- 
edging their children’s sexuality can be a painful 
‘wrench for parents, who must from that moment 
surrender their illusions abour their children’s in- 
nocence. Indeed, every parent's nightmare is to be 
told by one's adolescent child that she is pregnant, 
or that he has gotten some girl pregnant. Even if 
intellectually parents know that there is no way 
they can monitor their child's every move and be 
entirely responsible for his or her behavior a 
child's untimely motherhood or fatherhood still 
provokes overwhelming feelings of guilt, shame 
and self-recrimination. Indeed, in this case, the 
"sins" ofthe child are visited upon the parent. 

The current talk of the town, or at least of the 
segment that takes show business gossip serious- 
Iy, is the pregnancy of actress and TV host Rosan- 
mà Roces 15-year-old daughter, with the actor- 
son of Sen. Bong Revilla, himself an actor, as the 
“culprit.” 

‘What struck me about the interviews with both 
Roces and Lani Mercado, mother of the father-to- 
be, was that, while Roces was all calm assurance 
and support for her daughter, it was Mercado 
‘who was shedding tears and expressing remorse 
and regret at her son's early fatherhood. 

"This flies in the face of the conventional view. 
Usually, teen-age pregnancy is seen as primarily 
the girl's—and the girl's parents-—problem. It is 
the girl and her parents who must bear the 
greater share of the emotional and even physical 
and material burden. Not only is it the giri who 
must go through nine months of pregnancy and 
hours of labor (and given her youth, who must 
put her life on the line as well), itis also she who 
bears much of the shame, blame and sacrifice. 
HOW often have we heard parents of boys de- 
clare, for instance, that they have nothing to 
worry about their sons’ sex education since 
the boys “will not be the ones getting preg- 
nant"? As if pregnancy were the only unwant- 
ed consequence of casual, unprotected sex. 

‘And how often does it happen that when a 


The 


MURDER mystery buffs would know and recog- 
nize immediately who, what and where the Black 
Dahlia case is all about. Its one of those unsolved 
Los Angeles noir mysteries that everyone has his 
favorite theory about and that is so beloved of 
fans of movies like “Chinatown” or of stories by 
Raymond Chandler and Ross Macdonald. Crime 
writer Joseph Wambaugh has even made a doc 
mentary on the case, Another favorite of "noir 
fans is James Elroy who wrote a 1987 book, “The 
Black Dahlia," theorizing as to the identity of her 
killer, but who now supports a new theory. 

‘The name of the murdered girl was Elizabeth 
Short. She came to LA in 1943 from Mas- 
sachusetts, another young woman with star lust 
in her eyes and ambitions to hjt the big time. LA is 
great for that sort of scenario. Por it to be repeat- 
ed so often in real life is hard to believe. 

Fans of Elroy and now Connolly ("The Con- 
crete Blond,” “City of Bones,” "Void Moon," etc.) 
all know that LA is about the best place for mur- 
ders, San Francisco isn’t bad for ambience either, 
but LA is much better with its bleak echoes of tin- 
sel-town and lost hopes. Elizabeth or Вепу, all of 
22, later nicknamed the Black Dahlia, was found. 
like a broken doll on Leimert Park at the corner of 
39th Street and Norton Avenue on Jan. 15, 1947. 
Her body was cut up in two parts and left 18 inch- 
es from the sidewalk, She'd been surgically bi- 
sected at the waist and drained of blood, washed 
clean and abandoned, 

Now comes an ex-cop called Steve Hodel who's 
written a national bestseller, a 481-page opus, 
“Black Dahlia Avenger: A Genius for Murder; 
wherein he accuses his own father of being the 
murderer, 

Dr. George Hodel was a doctor with connec- 
tions to corrupt cops and the city's powerful be- 
cause of detailed files he kept ar his downtown 
venereal disease clinic and information he had of 
an illegal abortion ring catering to the elite. He 
died at the age of 91 in San Francisco and his son 
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pair of high school students confront an un- 
wanted pregnancy, itis the girl who must stop. 
schooling and even go into hiding, while the 
boy continues with his usual activities, like 
nothing happened? The argument of school of- 
ficialsis that a pregnant teen walking the halis 
of school is a constant "bad example" to other 
students who might be tempted to emulate 
her But what of the young father? Is he not, by 
blithely carrying on as if he didn't face new 
amd serious responsibilities, also setting a 
"bad example" to his peers? 

Indeed, this was the case with the young 

celebrities. It was Roces’ daughter who had to 
stop going to school, feeling her friends and 
classmates were gossiping about her. The 
young Revilla, as far as I know, continued with 
his usual activities, including an active career 
оп TY As the interviews revealed, his parents 
even requested Roces to keep her daughter 
away from public view, mainly to protect the 
young Revilla’s budding acting career. 
1 DO agree with Lani Mercado that it is still 
"wrong" and worrying for two adolescents to be 
taking on the responsibilities of parenthood at so 
early an age (both her son and Roces daughter 
are to be parents at 16). 

But] was gladdened, in some way, by Rosanna 
Roces attitude—orat least the demeanor she dis- 
played on “The Buzz"—that neither she nor her 
daughter had anything to be ashamed of. Instead, 
she chose to view the impending arrival of her 
grandson asa blessing, a gift, even. 

Still, noted that neither Roces nor Mercado, 
nor any of the hosts of "The Buzz" saw fit to men- 


tion contraceptives, or the need for sexually ac- 
tive young people to protect themselves from the 
unwanted consequences of early sexual activity, 
be it an unplanned pregnancy, a sexually trans- 
mitted infection, or heartbreak—on their part or 
their parents’. Afterall, such a situation need not 
have come to pass. While there is much to be said 
against 15-year olds engaging in sex, the situa- 
tion need not have escalated into an unwanted, 
unplanned, mistimed pregnancy—and its conse- 
‘quences such as the interrupted schooling of the 
mother and the nipped-in-the-bud career of the 
father—if only the young people had known 
about and cared to use protection. 

ALONGSIDE this bit of sizzling show-biz gos- 
sip are news bits about young mothers, most 
of them poor and ignorant, facing charges for 
their attempts to kill or abort the child in their 
wombs. 

‘One mother expressed “shock” when, while 
sitting on a toilet seat after suffering stomach 
pains, she found a baby shooting out from her. 
Тоо late did she remember to catch the infant 
before it landed head-first in the toilet and 
then, fearing the baby dead, she tried to stuffit 
ina garbage bin. 

The situation would have been funny were it 
not for the fact that the baby nearly died from 
its mother’s ministrations, though fortunately 
neighbors rushed both mother and child to the 
hospital just in time. The TV news footage then 
showed a repentant young mother, now claim- 
ing to love the baby she had nearly killed. 

How could someone be so ignorant or 
naive? we might ask. The painful answer is 
that the clueless young mother is typical of 
young Filipinos, who as surveys show muddle 
along with little knowledge about sex and sex- 
uality, given our reticence about such matters 
and the paranoia of moral guardians who feel 
sex education will produce a generation of dis- 
grasyadas. News flash: Unless we change this 
situation of willed ignorance soon, we will be 
putting at risk even more such young mothers 
and their innocent, blameless offspring. 


Black Dahlia revisited 
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George then found among his father’s private 
photo album two photographs of a woman he be- 
lieves to be the Black Dahlia. Apparently his dad 
was a real lothario who had dozens of girlfriends, 
married thrice and fathered 11 children. 

The surgical bisection of the victim made it 
plausible that the killer was a doctor because no 
bones were severed. There were actually 50 peo- 
ple who confessed to the killing and the police at 
the time even suspected Orson Welles, among 
others, merely because he did a magic act where 
he cut a woman in half. 

Actually Dr. Hodel had been one of the suspects 
but sadly enough, the 13 taunting notes that the 
killer sent police and the media that could have 
proven his sons accusation have disappeared 
from the file. As a matter of fact it seems that al- 
most all the physical evidence has disappeared. LA 
County prosecutor Stephen Kay finds it shocking 
that key physical evidence has disappeared from 
the LAPD although copies of the letters appear to 
have the same handwriting as the doctor's. 

But the case will never be closed since murder 
has no statute of limitation, The case was actually 
investigated by the district attorney who turned. 
over copies of its files to the LAPD, including a 
photograph of Dr. Hodel and even transcripts of 
conversations recorded inside his house, includ- 
ing one from Feb, 18, 1950 where he says: “Sup- 
posin’ 1 did kill the Black Dahlia. They couldn't 
prove it now, They can’t talk to my-secretary any- 
more because she's dead." The secretary is listed 


їп 1945 as a suicide and police suspect that the. 
doctor might have killed her. 

The recordings are interesting in that a woman 
is heard crying as she tries to call the operator. 
There are also sounds of digging and a shovel hit- 
ting a pipe. Five minutes later, the microphones 
record a woman's scream and two minutes after 
that a second scream. 

The police apparently didn't bring in Dr. Hodel 
for questioning. Some questions come to mind: 
Why did they set up the microphones? And why 
didn't they bring him in for questioning? 

Dr Hodel was no ordinary man. He had an LQ. 
of 186, entered Caltech at 15 but was expelled for 
having fathered a child with a faculty member's 
wife. His career included being a crime reporter for 
the Los Angeles Record, a magazine publisher, a ra- 
dio announcer, a medica! student, a doctor and 
chief venereal disease control officer for the Los An- 
geles Counry. He also drank, used hashish and co- 
Caine and maybe even stronger drugs. He also had 
a good friend in photographer Man Ray. Both be- 
lieved in Dadaist nonconformist conventions, 

‘Steve Hodel believes his father murdered sev- 
eral women, According to the DAS files, Betty 
Short was one of George Hodel's girlfriends. An- 
other girlfriend claimed she had seen her in his 
house. 

Now comes the entertaining part for us. In 
1950, George Hodel left LA for Hawaii where he 
stayed a year and then moved to Manila where he 
established himself as a successful market re- 
searcher with a new family and four children. 
‘Just think if you had been his next door neighbor 
or played golf with him or entertained him in 
your home! He returned to the US after 40 years, 
moving to San Francisco in 1990, 

The question is, if he was the killer why did he 
kill the Black Dahlia and who else (aside from his 
secretary) did he kill? 


Comments to bambiharper@yahoo.com 


explained poverty 


GOING by some journalists’ accounts, corruption in the mili 
tary is an open secret. Aside from the “pabaon” given to a re- 
tiring army chief of staff which allegedly amounts to hun- 
dreds of million of pesos, there is the “pasalubong” which is 
received by the high-ranking official upon assuming the po- 
sition. 

It is disturbing to know that although this has been hap- 
pening for so long, it tH 
‘has been made public ^ —— — — — — 
only recendy Why 
Qi now when mi. YOUNG BLOOD 
lions might have al- 
ready been pocketed Rowena La Torre 
by former AFP 
comptrollers other 
than retired Maj. Gen. 
Carlos Е Garcia and 
his cohorts? 

I can understand 
why Pinning down a 
big name and gathering evidence to substantiate an exposé 
is such a daunting, almost impossible task that it leaves the 
reporter little choice but to keep the information to himself. 
People in the know refuse to talk; some out of fear, and oth- 
ers out of indifference. It seems as ifthe culture of corruption 
has made some of us callous. Many of us do not realize that 
turning a blind eye on corruption is as bad as being corrupt. 
itself. 

"When you are not part of the solution, then you are part of 
the problem, Corruption is so rampant that we should be re- 
minded that it does not make a wrong right if everybody is 
doing it. 

Before he retired as Armed Forces chief of staff, Gen. 
‘Narciso Abaya proposed that the comptrollership be han- 
dled by civilians. He seemed to have forgotten that civil- 
ians can, and do, get close to military officers they work 
with. What we need for the job is someone imbued with 
the noble intention of serving the country and not robbing 
it of its resources. It takes а man with a pure heart and a 
strong character to hold this post, an incorruptible soul, 
who can resist temptation and be firm enough to go 
against the tide. 

Private companies and other government agencies are not 
free of corruption, so what difference will it make to pur 
civilians in the office of comptrollership? Every institution 
has its bad eggs. This does not mean we cannot find anyone 
in the military who is suitable for the post. 

Hidden by the glare of publicity on the Garcia case are 
many if less dramatic stories of military officials living 
modest lives. The recent confirmation hearings conduct- 
ed by the Commission on Appointments produced stories 
like those of Col. Alfredo Andres, Brig. Gen. Anastacio 
Salud and Col. Ramiro Busalanan which are likely to be 
soon forgotten. Andres, for one, admitted that he had al- 
lowed his wife to sell banana cue and ukay-ukay goods 
because his income from the military was not enough to 
pay for the medical bills of their child afflicted with a 
heart disease. 

It is not for me to glorify poverty and condemn affluence. 1 
believe anyone can go ahead and get rich as long as he em- 
ploys honest means and he can account for every centavo he 
possesses, Earning money is a legitimate concern. Military 
officials, like the rest of us, have their family's future to worry 
about. What is unacceptable is making money through ille- 
gal means. 

Military men are not prohibited from engaging in legiti- 
mate businesses. Although they are on call 24 hours a day, 
thatis not an excuse for wrongdoing especially in connection 
with the performance of their sworn duties. When they en- 
gage in corrupt activities they tarnish the military institution 
and bring dishonor upon the Filipino soldier. 

In the military familiarity does not breed contempt but 
corruption. The closeness between the comptroller and 
the chief of staff makes it easy to realign funds, For i 
stance, Garcia claims that all the deals concluded by J-6 
during his tenure were approved by his bosses. Was he 
perhaps covering up for his higher-ups when he invoked 
his right against self incrimination during the hearings аг 
the House of Representatives? Has he been assured that if 
he does not spill the beans on his superiors, he can avoid 
being penalized heavily? 

The “revolving door" policy did not extend to the 
comptrollership, which is obviously a vital part of the 
Armed Forces. Granting that Garcia acted alone, it is 
hard to believe that during the four years he was in J-6 
five chiefs of staff found no reason to doubt the integrity 
of the transactions being made there? So much for mili- 
tary intelligence. 

Lt. Gen. Efren Abu, the new AFP chief of staff, ought to 
be commended for having the courage to institute re- 
forms, beginning with the abolition of J-6. He is sticking 
his neck out with the plan to create four separate depart- 
ments to handle the tasks being performed by J-6 and 
putting them all under under his office. With this set-up, 
Abu assumes responsibility over the offices of 
comptrollership, internal audit, resource and manage- 
ment, and accounting. This arrangement will ensure a 
more rigorous system of checks and balances. 

‘Abu also deserves praise for his willingness to serve as 
chief of staff at this critical juncture in the AFP's history when 
the first military general ever is facing court martial. 

This is a trying time for the military. This is a time when an 
institution that is known for instilling discipline among its 
members is being tested to determine whether it can really 
discipline one of its own who has gone astray. For its own 
sake (as well as for ours) let us hope it will prove equal to the 
challenge. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts оп current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Rowena La Torre, 23, is taking her master's at the Ateneo de 
Manila University and works as a writer for a television news. 
program. 
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voices of truth LETT 


"THERE are at present 243 political prison- 
ers in the Philippines. Their crimes—they 
brought light to the lives of impoverished 
people, defended the weak from the power- 
ful and helped the voiceless to shatter their 
silence. In fact, their stories have dispelled 
ап illusion, showing the world what we re- 
ally havea democracy that thrives on 
sheer lies. This reminds me of the story of 
Franz Kafka's “The Trial.” 

Its an illuminating story where the 
‘main character wakes up one day to find 
himself the purpose of a trial. He doesn't 
know his crime, In fact, neither does any- 
one—from the arresting officers to the 
court officials, including the judge. All 
they know is that if he is under court trial, 
he must be guilty of something. Until the 
end of the story, the main character never 
gets to know what his crime is, and he 
himself gets to be curious about his own 
guilt. 

The cases of the political prisoners at- 
test that Kafka's "The Trial” is still hap- 
pening in real life. But more than this, the 
story touches our lives and is a grim re- 
minder of the repression and injustice 
paradoxically happening beneath the 
purported civility of a modern society 

Like the main character in The Trial, 
the political prisoners are accused of 
crimes. What crimes? Their crimes are 
that they fought with kin and friends who 
‘would not let the truth die with them and 


Resignation would be 


LABOR Assistant Secretary Jeffrey Cor- 
tazars frenetic explanations to get his 
boss, Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas, 
off the hook over the use of AFP personnel. 
in the gory dispersal of picketers in the ig- 
nominious Hacienda Luisita massacre 
(PDI, 11/25/04) have only buried the 
‘embattled labor secretary deeper into the 
quagmire. 

"To justify his boss’ action of calling on 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines to 
perform the manifestly civilian function 
of crowd control, Cortazar cited a provi 
sion in the 1996 guidelines which states: 
“Unless requested by the President or per- 
sonally by the chairman of the National 
Police Commission upon consultation 
with the Secretary of Labor and Employ- 
mentor when requested by the latter, per- 
sonnel from the Armed Forces should not 
intervene or be utilized in any labor dis- 
рше” 

Anybody with a modicum knowledge 
of the English language will see that the 
above provision gives the power to utilize 
AFP personnel during labor disputes to 
only two official: the President, and the 
chairman of the Napolcom. The labor sec- 
retary may be consulted by these two offi- 
cials on the matter. She may also request 
them to make the call for the utilization of 
AFP personnel, There is nothing in the 
above-quoted provision, however, allow- 
ing her to directly order such AFP utiliza- 
tion or intervention. 

There is also the 1987 Constitution to 
consider. The Constitution gives the Presi- 
dent—notthe labor secretary—the power 
to call on the armed forces, as its com- 


for the common people who raised their 
fists to fight for their rights. Their crimes, 
like that of the late Ninoy Aquino and 
Jose Diokno, are that they defended the 
people from state repression, they tried to 
remove the yoke of injustice from our 
peoples shoulders, and they fought for 
social change. 

-Tn the political prisoners, we find men 
and women who bear witness to repres- 
sion, tortures and massacres; and out of 
conviction they fought for social change, 
and now they languish in jails accused of 
criminal offenses. This is an attempt to 
obscure the suppression of political dis- 
senters in the country. 

‘According to the records of the Task 
Force Detainees of the Philippines 
(TEDP), out of the 243 political prisoners, 
seven are elderly, eight are minor, seven 
are sickly, and six are women. With im- 
prisonment, these voices of truth echo 
more loudly, unrestrained even by prison 
walls. Their aspirations for justice and so- 
cial change will definitely live forever in 
our midst. 

—JERBERT M. BRIOLA, 
regional coordinator, 
TFDP-Southern Luzon, 
295. Osmeña St, 
Brgy. Uno, Lucena City 


an honorable act 


mander in chief, to prevent or suppress 
lawlessness, violence, invasion or rebel- 
lion. While the Labor Code authorizes the 
labor secretary to seek the assistance of 
law enforcement agencies to ensure com- 
pliance with her orders during strikes and 
lodcouts, this clearly refers to the Philip- 
pine National Police which is trained in 
crowd management and control, unlike 
the AFP personnel whose orientation is 
primarily for combat and warfare. 

Cortazar was quick to imply that the 
workers strike is illegal even if the labor 
secretary, who assumed jurisdiction over 
the strike, has yet to rule on this issue. As 
the alter ego of Sto. Tomas, Cortazar is 
presumed to speak for his boss. Given the 
obvious prejudgment, it would do well for 
Sto. Tomas to inhibit herself from the 
case. 

Оп the other hand, whether or not the 

abor secretary was legally authorized to 
call on the AFP does not detract from the 
fact that her decision to make use of AFP 
personnel in the Hacienda Luisita dispute 
led to the death of a nt 
and picketers and the 
more. No amount of legal justifications 
from the labor secretary and her lackeys 
would bring back to life the strikers and 
picketers who unnecessarily perished in 
the Hacienda Luisita carnage. 

Given such a situation, there is only 
one honorable thing for the labor secre- 
tary to do: resign. 

REMIGIO D. SALADEROJR., 
Pro-Labor Legal Assistance Center, 
33B E. Rodriguez St. Ave., 
Quezon City 
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Total deforestation of upland areas by 2005 


TBAK joins the nation and all concerned 
agencies in extending assistance to all vic- 
tims of devastation wrought by the latest. 
typhoons especially in Bicol, Aurora, Que- 
zon and Nueva Ecija. Tbak calls on its 
members nationwide to send relief goods 
to the Ecpat office at 123 V Luna Ext., 
Sikatuna Village, Quezon City. You can al- 
so text or contact Boy at 09274360179 or 
Dok at 09178227637. д 
Tbak, however, deplores the continued 
inaction of government against indiscrim- 
inate big-time logging in critical areas of 
the country, such as, Aurora, Quirino, 
Quezon, Isabela, Samar island, Agusan, 
Surigao del Sur and Surigao del Norte. 
Footages of landslides and rampaging 


Chauffeured 
nuns and priests 


ALLOW me a brief rejoinder on a couple 
of points raised by "running priest” Fr. 
Robert Reyes. (Letters, 12/07/04) It 
should be pointed out to Father Reyes that 
GSIS president Winston Garcia can drive 
any car he wants and live in any house he 
chooses as long as he does not steal mon- 
ey to buy them. 

Tunderstand that Garcia took out loans 
to buy the car and build the house. Now, 
since when did borrowing money become 
illegal or immoral? Also, whats wrong if 
the mother of Interior Secretary Angelo 
Reyes entrusted her money to her son, 
since she can no longer manage them in 
her twilight years? 

Т find it more nauseating that many 
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priests and nuns live grandly—chauffewred 
and treating themselves to fine dining expe- 
riences—in violation oftheir vow of poverty 
Father Reyes should be more circum- 
spect before passing judgment on people. 
Being a man of the cloth, he should know 
that he will be judged according to the 
manner he judges other people. 
—NENITA VELASCO, 2164 Yakal St, 
United Hills Village I, Parafiaque City 


waters from the mountains in these areas 
reveal tons of logs cut from the forests, 
showing the unabated destruction of 
some of the country's remaining water- 
sheds and old growth forests. 

‘Studies reveal that the rate of destruc- 
tion of our forests at 1,900 hectares 
(4,695 acres) a day, will likely completely 
denude by 2025 our upland areas, result- 
ing in disasters and loss of lives far more 
than what happened in Ormoc and North- 
erm Quezon, 

Трак calls on the government to 
strengthen laws against indiscriminate 
big-time logging, enact appropriate and 
useful forestry laws, enforce current poli- 
cies on illegal logging and protected areas, 
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encourage community participation in 
guarding the forest, and in prosecuting er- 
Tant government personnel who violate 
forestry laws. 

Tbak also calls on Environment Secre- 
tary Michael Defensor to initiate action 
against bigtime logging in such critical 
watershed areas, including against some 
officials of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources who may have 
been in collusion with illegal loggers. The 
logs and timber that were carried by the 
floodwaters should be allocated to victims 
of the disaster who lost their houses. 

ABRAHAM BALADAD JR., chair, Tbak, 

Alumni Center, University of the 
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City 


They will remain rice terraces 


THIS isin reference to the Nov. 28 editori- 
al cartoon of the Ingumer, depicting the 
Banaue Rice Terraces turned into "mari- 
juana terraces." 

The controversy triggered by the bil of 
our very own Rep. Solomon Chungalao, 
proposing to legalize the production of 
marijuana in the country, has brought Ifu- 
gao and the world-famous Banaue Rice Ter- 
races in the media limelight once again. 

While the Ifugao oficials do not have а 
unified stand on the proposed marijuana le- 
galization bill, we would like to bring to your. 
mention that we, here in the mountains of 
Ifugao, feel humiliated by the cartoon. 

Hard zs it has been, the Ifugao farmers 
have meticulously maintained the terraces 
for generations with minimal subsis- 
tence—if there has been at all—from the 
goverment. This is the reason why tourists 
can sill witness the planting and harvesting. 
of farmers of their traditional rice varieties. 
The tradition stil lives despite the odds we 
face. 

‘And this is so because we respect the 
principles of our great Ifugao ancestors 
who, on their own ingenuity and free will, 
wransformed—with only primitive tools 
and their bare hands—the rugged, harsh 


and steep mountains that served as their 
home into productive and beautiful rice 
terraces. For us, the rice terraces are a 
monument of the Ifugao's creative will to 
survive in a hostile environment, 

While we do not deny the existence of 
marijuana in Ifugao, we can say that there. 
are no marijuana plantations in the ter- 
races, Marijuana is usually propagated in 
remote areas but not in the Banaue Rice 
‘Terraces or in any of the rice terraces in ће 
province. 

Our people are hard up, feeling the 
pangs of wretched indigence. We may be- 
long to the poorest provinces, but we 
have never entertained the thought of 
planting the rice terraces with marijuana. 

We would like to assure the people of 
the Philippines that we, the Ifugao people, 
stewards of the great Ifugao rice ter- 
races—the Filipinos legacy to the 
world—shall protect our heritage. 
Whether marijuana is legalized or not, we 
will never turn our cherished rice terraces 
into marijuana plantations. That much we 
owe to our ancestors and to our children. 

—GLENN D. PRUDENCIANO, 
provincial vice governor, 
Province of ifugao, Lagawe, Ifugao 


Dear Readers, Text us your 
‘comments, suggestions and 
| views on today's news or how it 
was delivered. Tell us about the 
"news you are interested in and 
j the things you want improved 
in your favorite newspaper. 
Text INQUIRER «section key- 
word» name/city/message and 
+ send to 283 (Smart) or 2207 
: (Globe). The section keywords 
;are indicated in the logo of 
‘each section. 


Do you think commer- 
cial logging should be 
totally banned? Why or 
why not? 

(No not yet 4 the time being. Let lati 

1 there be another storm and let 
the houses of the honorable 

1 (people in Congress) be hit by 

1 gigantic logs. 

€ —Noel b. Madrid, sta.maria, bu- 

i lacan 

Ý commercial logging shuld not be 

+ totally banned, paano na ang mga 

{ maggarbong pamumuhay ng mga 

* politicians and govt officials? 

|.’ —Leymhan Lanzuela, Quiapo, 

1 Manila 
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` commercial logging should be 
`, banned because desperate times 


call for desperate measures! Regu- 


fatten pockets of corrupt officials. 
ronnie que, manila 


commercial or not, it's still log- 


else! 
—divina lopez, davao city 


ands will lose their jobs. 
—luke eduard ensong, 
bayawan city 


Both legal and illegal logging 


ing or selective ban will only 


-Zambales 


ig. Total log ban and nothing 


bcuz if we totally ban comer- 


cial logging then a lot of busi- 


sses wil shut dOwn and thOus- 


Santos City 


which had raped our forests. 
should now be stopped totally. 
—Juan Deveraturda, Subic, 


Yes! Commercial logging, shud 
be totally banned, d best reme- 
dy 2 saved remaining forest n 
living species. 

—Antonio Taguinod, 

Antipolo City 


Him... 


let's listen 
= di Еа н 
of mother 


rules are set 4 loggers. 
—josephine suitado, 
muntintupa city 


do something in order 
money for themselves. 


—atbino Ly, tuguegarao city 
sapagkat ang ibang sektor ng 
gobyerno ang nagpasimuno ng it- 
legal logging at isa pa, dahil sa 
kapabayaan ng mga batas. 
—Sheila Jumuad, General 


ly, time has come afte 
concessions that use 


no. Because people who have 


connections to them will always 


YES to a total log ban! Obvious- 


the land had left, & FOREST is 
eventually DENUDED, 


are affected. 
—Casiana Delfin, Davao 


No. Commercial logging is d 


source of livelihood for many 
Filipinos. The government shud 


just have stricter rules, and 
stick to dem. 

—Gail Genevieve Ang, 
Quezon City 


2 small enterprise assigned 
species. 

—arnulfo cajegas, borongan, 
Eastern Samar 


No, it shuld only b selective, 2 dos 
who have private forest planta- 
tion, dey have d right 2 harvest 


yes, ban logging totally forthe 


next 10yrs for replenis! 


what dey have sown. 


hmentof  —jericahat, zomboanga city 


ош forests, bá more stringent 
NOT totally BAN. cguro selective 
logging coz we neeD wood. dim- 


PORTant thing is wen we сит 
trees, it shud be replaCEd by 
planting again. 
—Vilmalen Temblor, 


to gain kidapawan city 


er logging 
2 guard 


to Leyte before, and now, in 


mamayan na. 


people — —ralph deocos, davao city 


Regulated logging shud b allowed 


yes naman to a total log ban, 
logging will cause soil erosion 
& floods, like what happened 


parts of Luzon, kawawa ang ma- 


yes. a ban will encourage individ- 
uals to plant trees and become the 
suppliers in man-made wood in 
the future. 

—eutiquio lumayag, 

tagbilaran city 


dapat lang! May ibang trabaho na- 
man, bakit commercial logging 
pa? [hate 2 see history repeat it- 
self! 

—breisa moralde, 

cagayan de oro city 


Tt depends on d government offi- 
cials, if they are sincere. 
—Edwin G. Iglupas, Iligan City 


yes! we have 2 ban logging to- 
tally, or we will all be phased- 
out of d face of the Earth. STOP D 
WORLD, I WANT to GET OFF is the 
cry of day. 

—elmer Guevara, urdaneta city 


BAN all logging until the enact- 
ment ofa viable, ENFORCIBLE 
plan that covers both economic. 
& more so, the environmental 
parameters, 

—rene locsin, QC 


YES! wHat we are doing 2 d earth 
is reflected in our beings. IF 
mother nature is sick, so are we 
who tive within her! 

—elmer Guevara, 

urdaneta city 


^ 


"TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2004 


NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
Room 201, Bonsan Aparata 

10 Happy len Loap, Bapulo Gy 
Ri o (ys 0258. 

Вк. (B14y432071. 

mol ng_baguio@inqueccom ph 


Tourn S. 
IE 


Exec's kin 
seek honors 
for hero cop 


COTABATO CITY—The family ofa. 
slain Maguindanao official wants 
the Philippine National Police hi- 
erarchy to commend a policeman 
here, who tried to rescue the vic- 
tim after being shot Sunday by 
still unidentified armed men. 
Noting that the local Muslim 
community had not been oriented 
on rescue of victims of shooting, 
Chief Insp. Abdulwahid Pid 
tukasan, city police chief, admit- 
ted that PO3 Bazhar Kasan's act 
was something “rarely seen or has 
not happened here in decades." 
Talitay, Maguindanao acing 
Mayor Saidamen Midtimbang was 
driving his family home after dinner 
ata local restaurant here when four 
‘motoreycle-iding men ambushed 
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oresters charge phone firm 
exec with cutting 200 trees 


DUPAX DEL NORTE, Nueva Vizcaya—Environment officials here 
have accused an executive of a telecommunications firm of allegedly 
illegally cutting 223 trees in a forest zone in upland Kasibu town. 


Forester Romualdo Villador, commu- 
nity environment officer, recommend- 
ed the filing of charges against Joselito 
San Luis, area acquisition specialist of 
Globe Telecoms. 

Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources personnel recovered 
some 5,000 board feet of timber and 
tree saplings along a cleared trail lead- 
ing to a proposed relay station at Baran- 


ages, Villador said. 
‘The Ingumen tried but failed to reach San Bureau 
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Luis. Melvin Gascon, PDI Northern Luzon 


The DENR filed the suit after Globe 
Telecom defied a Sept. 13 warning to 
cease clearing the area and to get a cut- 
ting permit. 

We cannot afford another environ- 2 i 
mental disaster," Villador said. * 


The cut timber was being used as con- 
struction materials for the relay station. 
Globe Telecom was being asked to 


gay Macalong in Kasibu. 


charges айй for environmental dam- 


pay the government P401,000 as forest. Д 


the pickup truck they 


were riding in. - 
Saidamen's wife 1 
Hadja Sittie managed 
to grab her husband's 
9-millimeter automat- 
ie pistol and fire at the. 
motorcycle-riding as- 
sailants. Hadja Sitüe 
was ako slightly 
wounded in the cheek. 
It was the burst of f 
, Kasan said, A y 
that called his atten- FEN 
tion to the crime scene 
froma nearby reunion 
meeting of the Alpha 
Phi Omega fraternity 
and sorority, of which 
heis a member. 
Pidtukasan said 
Kasan rushed Saida- 
men to the Notre 
Dame Hospital here, 
using the victim's 
pickup truck. Nash 
Maulana, PDI Min- 
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;Better Hearing 


Make this season the beginning of lasting Joy for your loved ones - awe them 
the gift of better hearing. Help someone you love take thal crucial first stop. 
towards better hearing - gel a "no obligation” FREE HEARING TEST at 


Callus today and well be happy to schedule an appoiniment for you. 
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NO TO CAS 


The Kilusan Kontra Sugalan urgently appeals to you, Madam Presi- 
dent, to immediately stop the operation of the casino at the Binondo 
Suites situated at the corner of Sabino Padilla and Ongpin Streets, Bi- 
nondo, City of Manila. 

Last November 28, 2004, PAGCOR had a "soft-opening" of the casi- 
no, despite vehement protest by all the important organizations in the 
Chinese-Filipino community, the nationwide Chinese Catholic aposto- 
late, and the Sta. Cruz Parish. 

We have made known to Pagcor and to the Binondo Suites, our firm 
and non-negotiable stand against organized gambling in any guise or 
form - whether slot machine arcades, gaming parlors, e-casinos, inter- 
net gaming and the like - in the Binondo and Sta. Cruz areas. 

The grounds for our objection to the casino are many and have been 
effectively brought to the attention of both the Pagcor and Binondo 
Suites. The bottomline is: we do not want such a historic and symbolic 
place as Binondo, the heart of the Chinese-Filipino community for gen- 
erations, to be polluted by organized gambling and to suffer from all its 
evil consequences. 

For this reason, we urge your Excellency to take action NOW and 
stop the operation of the casino at the Binondo Suites, even if eu- 
phemistically called a VIP Club. That they have since supposedly 
closed the casino again a few days ago is also immaterial, we want the 
slot machines completely pulled out so there will be no doubt as to 
whether itis operational or not. 

We appeal to you to mairitain the Binondo and ' ха. Cruz areas free of 
any form of organized gambling. Your office ' as “h~ puwer and must 
use that power for the common good. Your i= yacy to the Filipinos must 
be upheld. 

Now is the time to take action and restore the people's confidence in 
the moral vision of y our administration. 

KILUSAN KONTRA SUGALAN 
December 7, 2004 


INO IN BINONDO 


An Open Letter to Her Excellency 
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 


"It is not the question of what is legal, it is a question of what is morally upright and morally sound."-PGMA 


SIGNATORIES: 


Ў Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Ine. 
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NPA launches 2nd offensive in 3 days Case vs fotog 


MEXICO, Pampanga—For the second 
time in three days, New People’s Army 
rebels attacked a government military 
intelligence safehouse in Barangay 
Nasangsang here on Sunday. 

No one was reported killed in the at- 
tack by at least 20 rebels but several 
firearms were reportedly seized. 

The NPAs Palermo Ortafiez Com- 
mand, which owned up the attack оп 
Monday, said the raid was staged 
weeks after local officials received 
complaints on the presence of govern- 


villages. 


ап M-203 grenade launcher, 


statement. 


301 Ang Bahay ng Alumni Bldg. 
UP-Diliman, Quezon City 

е 925-4702 1434:7423 
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Congratulations to these uen chemical engineers! 


Ma. Leslie Anne Abaloyan, 
Iris Angelique Alfante, Geonedick 
Bascones, Rolly Bungag, Virgin 
Mariegay Cabral, Vincent Calimlim, 
Chery! Cambal, Lirio Capistrano, 
Liza Anne Claire Cariño, Bjorn Clark 
Chua Go, Francis Leo de Castro, 
Ferdinand de Guzman, Walter 
Michael Escaño, Kathleya Felarca, 
Joy Vanessa Guillermo, Gilbert 
Hamera, Jesse Linsangan, Jayme 
Maniti, Julius Zollo Oliveros, Araceli 
Palawan, Janice Patal-e, 

‘Ann Lourdes Perpena, Ederlyn Piol. 
Ma. Cattleya Reyes, Neil Kenneth 
Sado, Grace Ruth Salamat, Rea 
Сапа Tanguilig, Rhene Rose Zara. 
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Training and Review 


BAYANI 
RODRIGUEZ, JR. 


(Chemistry Reviewes 2004) 


Davin 
ALCARDE, JR. 
‘Adamson, Sth place 
CRISMAR 
GuiLLERSON CHICO 
'UP-Dilman, 9th place 
ARJAMES 


BALGOA 
UP-Dilman, 10th place 
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BUWIS SA YOSI AT АГАК,. 
DAPAT BANG TAASAN? 


|auvrro Û wip HUNT/ 
D 


ment soldiers in the town's eastern 
The rebels seized three M-16 rifles, 


puters, two cell phones, a global posi- 
tioning system unit and uniforms of sol- 
diers stationed at the tactical command 
post of the 69th Infantry Battalion, the 
Northern Luzon Command said in a 


Ofthe 20 rebels, four wore Army uni- 
forms and patches of the 69th IB, the 
unit assigned to Pampanga and Tarlac, 


* Cut out, put your ni 
e Drop at designated dropboxes 


thestatement said. 
At gunpoint, 


twocom- hurt. 


a worker at the command post. 


Beltran. 
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two soldiers were 
locked in the toilet. They were left un- 


The rebels fled to Sta. Ana town, east 
of Mexico, on board a van. The attack 
took less than 20 minutes, according to 


The raid was the second in three days 
following an NPA announcement that it 
‘would intensify its attacks to avenge the 
death of Terlac' farm leader Marcelino 


arked Guyito coupon in the 
$5, contact number and signature. 


Beltran was supposedly one of the 
witnesses to the shooting of 
protesters by military men during op- 
erations to dismantle a barricade put. 
up by workers on strike at the Hacien- 
da Luisita. 

The rebels vowed to make the perpe- 
trators of Beltran's murder pay and said 
his killing was connected to the Luisita 
labor conflict. 

On Friday, the NPA raided a police 
detachment in Subic, Zambales, to start 
what it called "the offensive against the 
escalating use of state terrorism on the 
Filipino people.” Tonette Orejas and Jo 


Clemente, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Erwin Pacis, Las Piñas City 
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slay suspect 
filed in court 


CEBU CITY—The city prosecutor's office here 
yesterday elevated to the regional trial court the 
murder charges against the alleged gunman in 
the killing of photojournalist Allan Dizon. 

Cebu City Prosecutor Cezar Tajanlangit ap- 
proved the resolution of Assistant City Prosecu- 
tor Edilberto Ensomo who found probable cause 
to indict Edgar Belandres for Dizon's murder. 

Aside from the murder complaint, Be- 
londres, 39, is also facing charges of violating 
the Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs Act, 
with two others identified as Mariano Villarin 
and Gaudencio Perales. 

‘The three were arrested on Dec. 6 after po- 
licemen allegedly caught them holding a pot 
session inside Belandres’ house at Sitio Irom 
Yota in Barangay Lorega this city. 

The prosecutor's office recommended по 
bail for murder charges and P40,000 for the 
charges of possession of illegal drug para- 
phernalia. 

The Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group in Central Visayas (CIDG-7) filed a 
murder complaint against Belandres after 
two witnesses identified him as the one who 
shot Dizon thrice on the street outside SM 
City here on Nov. 27. 

Dizon, 30 and a photographer of the Free- 
man Newspaper, was the 12th journalist killed 
this year and the 61st since 1986, based on the 
records compiled by the National Union of 
Journalists of the Philippines. 

Ensomo told the Inguinen that he based his 
resolution on the evidence presented by the 
CIDG, which included the affidavits of their 
witnesses. 

“Based on the evidence presented to us 
there is sufficient basis to file the case in court. 
‘There are at least two witnesses who identified 
the suspect,” he said. Jolene R. Bulambot, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 
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Mayors of Bulacan towns deny diverting educational funds 


CITY OF MALOLOS—Bulacan 
mayors have denied diverting 
their towns’ special education 
fund contributions to their cam- 
paign to win in the May 10 elec- 
tions. 

The alleged diversion has de- 
layed the payment of salaries of 
teachers hired by the provincial 
government. 


Gov’t firm 
still owner 
of NLEx 
franchise 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—The 
state-owned Philippine National 
‘Construction Corp, remains the fran- 
chise owner of the North Luzon Ex- 
y even with the takeover ОЁ 
the Manila North Tollways Corp, 
which rehabilitated the 64-km high- 
way linking four Northem and Cen- 
tral Luzon regions to Metro Manila. 

“The PNCCisa shareholder ofthe 
MNTG,” MNTC vice president for 
public relations Marlene Ochoa said. 

Aside from the PNCC, she said 
those in the joint venture are the 
Lopez Group-owned First Philip- 
pine Infrastructure Development 
Corp., Groupe Egis of France and 
Leighton International of Australia. 

Ochoa issued the statement af- 
ter Pampanga Board Member Tar- 
cicio Halili questioned why the 
NCC allowed the MNTC to take 
over the management of the 
NLEx when the former's franchise 
was to end in 2007. 

Halili said only Congress could. 
amend the franchise given under. 
Presidential Decrees 1112 and 
1113 issued by the late strong- 
man Ferdinand Marcos. 

"PNCC declared that it alone 
could not raise the funding required 
to embark on such a massive project 
(Of rehabitating the 30-year-old 
road) so President (Fidel) Ramos, 
in 1994, invited the Lopezes to part- 
ner with the PNCC,” Ochoa said. 


Co-owner 

“It was not necessary for PNCC 
to give up its franchise becau 
PNCC is a co-owner of the MNTC. 

Under the projects supplemen- 
tal toll operating agreement 
(STOA), MNTC was given a 30- 
year concession of until 2030. The 
STOA, according to MNTC repons, 
was approved by Ramos in 1998 
and reviewed by the Department 
of Justice twice in 2000 and 2002. 

‘This, the MNTC said, “attested 
to the legal soundness and en- 
forceability of the STOA.” 

‘The project, which originally cost 
P11 billion, amounted to P18.3 bil- 
lion funded through a 32 percent eq- 
ity and 68 percent debt financing. 

Of the 117.5 million cast equi- 
ty FPIDC put in 75.5 million; 
Egis, 19 million; Leighton, 19.4 
million, and PNCC, 3.6 million. 

PNCC has a 6 percent share of rev- 
enue, which the business and non- 
government organizations want the 
government ro use as a subsidy for 
the new toll rates that are deemed 
high amid the economic esis, 

Opening rates have been 
pegged at P2.49 per km for cars, 
P6.23 for buses and light trucks, 
and P7.47 for heavy vehicles. 


More increases 

MNTC president Jose de Jesus 
said an additional increase of “a 
few centavos" is expected when 
MNTC takes over either in late 
‘December or early January. 

The Dec. 15 deadline has not 
been met as the MNTC has yet to 
receive its certificate of substan- 
tial completion and apply for new 
toll rates. 

"The delay came as МТС insist- 
ed that Leighton should redo some 
segments that were found "to have. 
fallen below MNTC's strict quality 
standards," Ochoa said. 

The provincial board of Pam- 
panga is investigating the toll in- 
crease amid charges that it was 
excessive. Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


DAVAO CITY—Women activists 
expressed discontent over pro- 
jects funded by foreign donors in 
Mindanao, saying they were not 
the kind that would improve 
women's lives should there be a 
peace agreement between the 
Philippine government and Mus- 
lim separatists. 

Chanthou Boua, a Cambodian 
activist who took partin a women's 


Mayor Felix Оре Tom 
Hagonoy, one of 10 towns identi- 
fied by the provincial govern- 
ment that failed to remit their 
contributions, said no municipal 
government fund was used in the 
mayors’ election campaigns. 
Earlier, Gov. Josefina de la 
Cruz blamed the mayors for the 
failure of the teachers to receive 


their salaries on time. She said at 
east 10 towns have yet to remit 
PS8 million from their real prop- 
erty tax collections. 

She said she was forced to 
identify the town mayors to co 
pel them to remit the towns’ 
shares to the provincial treasur- 
ers office so the provincial gov- 
ernment could pay the teachers: 


salaries for November and De- 
cember? 

Thé mayors reportedly con- 
mived with the municipal trea- 
surers in not remitting the towns’ 
‘education fund contributions to 
finance their campaign expens- 
es. 

"The provincial public affairs of- 
fice identified the towns as Mey- 


éauayan, San Ildefonso, San 
Miguel, Paombong, Hagonoy, Bo- 
caue, Norzagaray, Calumpit, Pla- 
rideland Guiguinto, ° 

While stressing that he could 
not speak for the other mayors, 
Ople said there could be some de- 
lays in the remittance but there 
could never be any irregularity in 
the towns’ contributions to the 


fund. 

He and Mayor Ambrosio Cruz 
of Guiguinto vowed to complete 
the payments before the end of 
this month, 

During the campaign, De là 
Cruz was criticized for misuse of 
the funds. She has denied the ac- 
cusations. Carmela Reyes, PDT 
Gentral Luzon Desk 


Quezon folk mourn deaths, forest loss 


LUCENA CITY—Ar least 3,000 
people marched on this city's 
streets to mourn the deaths 
brought by landslides and floods, 
walking as one in silence to also 
protest ecological destruction 
which they blamed for the 
tragedy. 

Students, members of religious 
groups, professionals, farmers, 
Workers and environmental pro- 
tection advocates wore black 
shirts as a sign of mourning for 
their dead province mates and 
protest against continued logging 
in Quezon. 

“We silently mourn the death 
of our province mates in northern 


Cordillera 
communities 
offer lesson 
in ecology 


By Maurice Malanes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—A mix of an in- 
grained culture of preservation 
and conservation plus- public 
vigilance among some commu- 
nities in the Cordillera may yet 
help teach other Filipinos to pro- 
tect whatever is left of the coun- 
trys forest cover. 

One community, which has 
been practicing ecological con- 
servation long before this has 
become in vogue, is the remote 
sitio or sub-village of Buneg at 
Barangay Nabuangan in Conner 
town in Apayao. 

The 36 families of Buneg, ac- 
cessible after a seven to eight- 
hour uphill climb from the near- 
est road in Conner, practice 
kaingin or slash-and-burn farm- 
ing to augment the rice they cul- 
tivate in their terraces. 

But the kaingin farms of this 
upland folk, who belong to the 
indigenous Mabaka tribe, are 
designated in and limited to par- 
ticular areas. 

As taught by their elders, the 
Mabaka folk don’t touch the 
headwaters and watersheds, 
which nurture their springs, 
brooks and rivers. 

They also gather wood from 
the forests, but they take only 
what they need to build their 
homes or to make simple farm 
implements such as wooden 
plows and handles for hoes. 

Tn gathering rattan, they care- 
fully choose only the mature 
ones, They hunt deer and wild 
pigs but they spare the pregnant. 
and the young ones. 

These Mabaka conservation 
practices are part oftheir culture 
of lapat, which essentially is 
based on the principle that the 
coming generations must have 
something to inherit. 

Mabaka elder Andanan Aga- 
gen said, “Saan laeng met nga tat- 
ta nga талал ka. Ag-ibati ka met 
а para iti masakbayan. (Its not 
only now that you would eat. So 
leave something, which you can 
‘hunt or gather in the future.)" 


Rewards 

The Mabaka folk’s ingrained 
philosophy of saving something 
for tomorrow continues to re- 
ward them. 

The nearby river, for example, 
teems with fish so much so that 
Agagen's wife, bringing a thin 
blanket as fishnet, would run to 


forum here, said ongoing health 
and livelihood programs by foreign 
donors in Mindanao may have 
benefited women and children in 
general, but they fall short of im- 
proving women's lot in society. 

"és very easy to talk of liveli- 
hood," Boua said at a forum where 
various foreign donors talked about 
their ongoing projects in Mindanao. 

“But if you really want change 


ad, 


Quezon. This is a time for prayer 
and meditation,” said Fr. Raul En- 
xiquez, chair of the Kapatiran at 
Alyansang Alay sa Kaunlarang 
Bayan-Quezon, the biggest coali- 
tion of different multi-sectoral 
groups in the province. 

“But our silence does not mean 
that the culprits behind all these 
evil deeds will remain free. The 
government officials behind all 
these should be held liable for the 
gross negligence that resulted in 
the death of countless helpless 
people.” 

The group ended up at the 
doorsteps of the office of Quezon 
Gov. Wilfrido Enverga in front of 


the provincial capitol building. 

‘They placed a mock coffin in 
front of the governor's office and 
prayed: 

They proceeded to the session 
hall of the Sangguniang Pan- 
lalawigan to continue praying. 

Enriquez urged Enverga to re- 
sign for his regular “absenteeism” 
every time calamities visited the 
province. 

*He was nowhere to be found 
several days after the tragedy 
struck northern Quezon, He just 
appeared three days after, in time 
for President Macapagal' visit to 
the disaster area,” the activist 


The group also accused Enver- 
ga of forging anti-illegal logging 
records for political ends. 

‘The governor was unavailable 
for comments. 

Two year ago, Enverga 
formed the Task Force Reina to 
combat illegal logging in the 
northern Quezon portion of Sier- 
ra Madre. 

The task force immediately re- 
ported the discovery of at least 3 
million board feet of hot logs sup- 
posedly resulting from Enverga's 
anti-illegal logging campaign. 

However, during an investiga- 
tion called by the provincial 
council, it turned out that the ac- 


complishment report listed logs 
still floating at the Umiray and 
Agus rivers and which are yet to 
be confiscated. 

During the rally, it was learned 
that the governor was out of the 
country when floods and land- 
slides struck Monday. 

Enverga showed up to dis- 
tribute relief goods a day after the. 
disaster. 

Carmela Manzano, the 
province's “little governor" ap- 
pealed to the people to stop blam- 
ing anyone for the tragedy. 

“Let us build bridges instead of 
walls,” he said. Delfin Mallari 
Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ASTARK reminder of man's neglect and abuse of nature takes the form of wooden crosses that mark the graves of residents of Real, 
Quezon who died due to landslides and floods brought by successive typhoons. 


the river and catch fish for 30 min- 
utes to almost an hour and would 
bring home something for lunch. 

Occasionally, community 
members dine out in a picnic by 
the river. They bring only rice 
and the river takes care of their 
viand, which consists of bunog 
(a fresh water thumb-size fish), 
freshwater shrimps, eels, and 
other fish species. 

Fresh salads of edible ferns 
(pako) and wild vegetables such as 
dongilay (a dandelion variety), 
which abound along the river- 
bank, complete the picnic treat 

Last year, the Mabaka folk cel- 
ebrated in а thanksgiving feast 
what they considered a blessing 
for their remote community—a 
7.5 kilowatt micro-hydropower 
facility, which has since been 
supplying them free electricity. 

‘The Quezon City-based non- 
government group Sibol ng 
Agham at Teknolohiya (Sibat), 
which sought funding from the 
United Nations Development 
Program, chose Buneg for the 
micro-hydropower project. 

“Buneg was ideal for the project 
because one of its crucial compo- 
ent was watershed management, 
which has long been part of the 
communitys culture,” said Sibat 
engineer Frank Taguba, who 
helped supervise the project the 
Mabaka folk themselves imple- 
‘mented through cooperative labor. 


Vigilance 
In the 1970s Cellophi Re- 
sources Corp, a paper mill owned 


for women, you have to change 
the way people do things." 

Most of the projects presented 
by foreign donors involved liveli- 
hood, literacy and health care 
programs for women in conflict 
areas. 

“There's a gap between the 
donors activities (їп Mindanao) 
and improving the lot of women," 
Boua said. 


by a crony of the late strongman’ 
Ferdinand Marcos, sought to log 
wide swaths of forests in Abra, 
Apayao, Kalinga and Mt. Province. 
. But the Mabaka folk, 
"Tinggians in Abra, the Kalingas 
and the Bontoks kept their vigil 
against Cellophil. 

Having operated under the 
barrels of guns of Marcos martial 
low regime, Cellophil prompted 
many sons and daughters of tribal 
communities to join the candes- 
tine New People’s Army, which 
burned bulldozers and other 
equipment of the paper mill. 

Those who did not go under- 
ground barricaded and guarded 
their communities against the 
chainsaws of Cellophil 

This tradition of vigilance re- 
mains intact in some Cordillera 
communities. In the tourist town 
of Sagada in Mt. Province, for 
example, community folk and 
local officials have kept their 
vigil against outside big en- 
trepreneurs who sought to es- 
tablish big businesses such as 
mega-hotels and golf courses, 
which entail clearing forests. 

This explains why practically 
all the business establishments 
im Sagada—from а yoghurt 
house and restaurants to hotels 
and inns—are owned and man- 
aged by the residents. 

Except for one hotel, which is 
slightly bigger than the munici- 
pal hall, all hotels and inns in 
Sagada are of minimal sizes. 

The reason, local officials 
said, is to prevent a kind of land- 


“Whether we're encouraging 
savings or vegetable gardening, 
what needs to be done has to be 
done in а way that builds trust in 
the strength of women... * 
‘Among the donors taking part 
in the forum were the United 
States Assistance for Internation- 
al Development (USAID), the 
"World Bank (WB), the United Na- 
tions Development Program 


scaping that has to clear and cut 
trees and scrape earth as they do 
in many real estate subdivisions. 
elsewhere in the country. 

It also helps that in Sagada, 
residents respect family or clan- 
managed pine woodlots. Resi- 
dents thus get firewood or tim- 
ber for housing from their own 
family or clan woodlots. 

Although there were some in- 
stances of "timber poaching 
some Sagada women, such as 
the members of an Episcopal 
women's organization in the vil- 
lage of Aguid, have formed for- 
est patrols against poachers. 

A few years back, Aguid wom- 
en stopped a jeep full of poached 
pine logs. 

Such vigilance from the wom- 
en of Aguid also extends to push- 
ing barangay ordinances ban- 
ning the sale of liquor and ban- 
ning gambling. 


Ifugao muyong 

Just above every cluster of the 
famed rice terraces in Banaue 
and other towns in Ifugao is a 
lush woodlot. A clan or a group 
of clans maintains the woodlot 
called muyong. 

‘As old as the rice terraces, the 
брао? muyong practice has 
helped ensure continuous irrigation 
forthe giant stairways to heaven” 

in Benguet, the only upland 
town that still practices the muy- 
ong tradition is Bakun, the first in- 
digenous community in the coun- 
ty to be given a Certificate of An- 
cestral Domain Title in 2002, 


(UNDP) and the Canadian for In- 
ternational Development Assis- 
tance (CIDA). 

USAID listed over 25,000 for- 
mer Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF) combatants and 45 
cooperatives as beneficiaries of 
programs that it funded. 

The WB said its economic 
livelihood projects in Central 
Mindanao ushered in a shift in 

a 


» 


Through their muyong prac- 
tice, the Kankanaey and Bago i 
folk of Bakun were able to pro- 
tect and expand their second 
growth pine forests, which were 
almost wiped out by sawmill and 
logging firms in earlier decades. 

‘Other former forested areas in 
Benguet such as in Buguias town 
have been transformed into cab- 
bage and potato farms. 

Ie is thus not surprising that 
some residents of Buguias have 
to go to Bakun to get some pine 
logs with which to make coffins 
fortheir dead. 

Under the old burial tradition 
of Benguet, the dead must be 
placed in carved-out logs with- 
ош the use of nails so some peo- 
ple from neighboring towns 
bereft of trees often go to Bakun 
for coffins for their dead, 

In Benguet, sawmills and log- 
ging firms, which were operated 
mostly by big mining firms intro- 
duced during the American peri- 
od, helped pave the way for veg- 
etable farms, 

‘After the centuries-old pine 
trees were logged, farmers, who 
learned vegetable farming, fol- 
lowed the trail of the sawmills 
and logging firms. 

Benguet has eventually found 
a multimillion-peso industry in 
vegetable farming, but except 
for a few communities like 
Bakun, the province, as it contin- 
ues to lose its forest cover, is vul- 
nerable to disasters such as what 
befell Aurora and Quezon in the 
wake of four typhoons, 


traditional gender _ patterns, 
among Bangsamoros and womet 
evacuees. х 

"They used to be seen but nevê 
er heard," said Chona Bchavezj 
WB gender and conflict speciali 
ist, referring to women evacuees! 
in Central Mindanao, "Now they 
ate both heard and seen.” бега 
melina Lacorte, PDI Mindanad 
Bureau & 
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| Fire 

| hits 

| funeral , 
chapel 


By Tina б, Santos 


MOURNERS at a fu- 
neral parlor in Que- 
топ City panicked af- 
J ter an electric spark 
touched off a fire in 
one of the parlors 
chapels early yester- 
day morning. 

The fire, which be- 
gan around 4 ал 
gutted part of La 
neraria Paz's Chapel 
В in Araneta Avenue, 
Quezon City. 

Eduardo Chua, 
who was attending a 
relative's wake, said 
he noted smoke 
coming from the ceil- 
ing, but thought it 
came from a lighted 
joss stick. 

Along with the 
other ^ mourners, і 
Chua immediately 
тап outside as they 
saw the smoke thick- 
en. 

By this time, the 
fire started to eat up 
a bigger portion of ' 
the ceiling. 

Coffins were im- 
j mediately trans- 

ferred to an adjacent 
building. 

Fire trucks arrived 
to put out the fire, 
which lasted for less 
than an hour. 

Investigators have 
yet to determine the 
mature of the fire and ' 
assess the extent of 
damage. 

Initial investga- 
tion showed that the 
blaze could have 


been caused by faulty 
electrical wiring. 
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MWSS water allocation cut looms in Jan. 


By Norman Bordadora 


THE NATIONAL Water Re- 
sources Board yesterday said 
that the Umiray tunnel facility 
that brings water from the Que- 
zon watershed to Angat Dam in 
Bulacan has been so severely 
damaged that it needs to cut the. 
water allocation for the domes- 
tic, commercial and industrial 
needs of Metro Manila, 

Ramon Alikpala, executive di- 
rector of the NWRB, told the In- 
quınen that the country’s water 
use regulation agency may have 


to cut back its water allocation 
from Angat Dam for end users of 
the Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System in order to 
keep irrigation reserves suffi- 
cient for at least one planting 
season. 

He said the NWRB may have 
tó cut in January by one cubic 
meter per second the 43 cubic 
meter per second it has been al- 
locating the MWSS since Jan- 
чату this year. 

Alikpaia called for water con- 
servation measures, especially 
since the NWRB's cut back mea- 


sures could mean either less wa- 
ter pressure or less hours of water. 
service in the pars of Metro 
Manila served by MWSS conces- 
sionaires Manila Water and 
Maynilad. 

“We want to do the cut backs 
as minimal and as gradual as 
possible so that its effects would 
not be quite drastic,” Alikpala 
said. 

"The MWSS said it is looking 
at four to six months as the pe- 
riod within which to repair the 
13-kilometer tunnel that cuts 
through the Sierra Madre 


range toward Angat Dam,” he 
added. 

Alikpala said the NWRB wants 
the water level in Angat Dam to 
be above 180 meters until such 
time that the farmers in Bulacan 
and some parts of Pampanga 
have already completed planting 
and harvesting at least once next 
year 

He expressed fears, however, 
that the water level could already 
reach the 180-meter level by 
March. 

"We may have to cut back on 
the water allocation so our farm- 


ers in Bulacan and Pampanga 
could still have at least one plant- 
ing season to work with. If not, 
they may no longer plant because 
there'd be no water for irriga- 
tion," Alikpala added. 

MWSS administrator Orlan- 
do Honrade had said that An- 
gat Dam's water level is more 
than sufficient at this point be- 
cause of the rains brought by 
the four tropical cyelones from 
mid-November to early Decem- 
ber. 

“Our concern would be when 
these reserves have already been 


used up,” Honrade said. 

Alikpala made the announce-t 
ment of the planned cut backs: 
following the NWRB's meeting 
with other agencies concerned. 
with the recent destruction by” 
landslides, loose logs and other: 
debris of the MWSS facility at; 
the Umiray River in the moun- 
tains of General Nakar town in: 
Quezon. 

The meeting was attended by* 
representatives of the NWRB, 
MWSS, the National Irrigation 
Administration and the National 
Power Corp. 


Pius XII 
workers 
stage strike 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


FIFTY members of the Pius ХП Catholic Cen- 
ter went on strike yesterday after five months 
of negotiations for а wage increase bogged 
down. 

The strike left a few staff members to man 
the center's offices and over 200 rooms in its 
hostels and dormitories, 

Domingo Dando, lawyer for the Pius XII 
Catholic Center Employees Association, said 
talks for the Collective Bargaining Agreement 
fell through when the management kept оп 
offering them a monthly wage increase of 
P100 for the next five years. 

‘The employees had initially asked for a 
33,000 per month wage increase, but Dando 
said the group was willing to lower their de- 
mand and accept an increase of less than 
P1,000, but not as little as P100 a day. 

Nicolas Oribe, president of the employees 
association, said the group had tried for five 
months to ask for a reasonable wage hike, but 
their request was not heeded. 

He said that yesterday's strike was the first 
forthe 40-year-old center. 

‘A meeting between the management and 
the workers has been scheduled today by the 
National Conciliation and Mediation Board. 

‘The spokesperson of the Pius XII Catholic 
Center, Tita de Villa, said she hoped the man- 
agement and the employees would still keep 
negotiations open so that they could both 
solve the problem, in the spirit of Christmas. 

According to De Villa, who is also the trea- 
surer of the Board of Trustees, the high oper- 
ating expense has to be taken into considera- 
tion regarding the employees’ demands for a 
wage increase. 

"Idon'tthink the situation is hopeless,” she 
added. 

"Tm sure the management and the employ- 
ees still have enough goodwill left for every- 
body's sake.” 
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ZAPOTE MONUMENT INAUGURAL President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo shares a light moment with Sen. Manny 
Villar during the inauguration of the Battlefield of Zapote monument in Parafiaque City yesterday. 


Unexpected 
‘donors swell 
relief efforts 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


‘THEY, too, were touched. 

‘The 17,000 inmates of the New Bilibid Pris- 
ons in Muntinlupa pooled together more than 
200 sacks and 19 big boxes of used clothing 
for the victims of typhoons Winnie and Yoy- 
ong. 

"The enormity of the destruction melted 
the hearts even of maximum security prison- 
ers," said NBP Supt. Juanito Leopando. 

According to Leopando, the inmates were. 
able to monitor the magnitude of the devasta- 
tion through television, their other link to the 
outside world apart from their visitors. 

He said the prisoners told him that they 
wanted to do their share to contribute no mat- 
terhow insignificant. 

Leopando said the inmates did not need to 
be asked twice. 

He said he was surprised to find out that 
the prisoners were able to pool together their 
contributions for the victims of the latest ty- 
phoons that affected residents of several 
provinces in Luzon at short notice. 

‘The prison official met the 12 heads of the 
different jail groups last Friday and asked if 
they wanted to give something for the victims. 
‘Among these were the Sputnik, Commando, 
Batang Cebu and Batang Mindanao gangs. 

‘The heads represented inmates from both 
the medium security and maximum security 
compounds. 

Leopando jokingly said that the donations 
were definitely not government issue orange 
shirts with the letter P on it, but came from : 
the inmates and their relatives. 

The employees of the Bureau of Correc- 
tions also did their own fundraising and were 
able to collect 20 boxes of used clothing and 
40 sacks of rice for “Operation Tulong ng 
NBP” Leopando said. 

Director Vicente Vinarao, the NBP director, 
would tura over the donations to the agencies 
involved in relief operations, he added. 


Annabelle fights back, sues businesswoman Eagle finds nest 
in Makati building 


By Tina G. Santos 


ANNABELLE Rama, the contro- 
versial mother of beauty queen- 
actress Ruffa Gutierrez, yesterday 
filed estafa charges against a 
businesswoman who earlier sued 
her for breach of contract. 

In her complaint affidavit filed 
before the Quezon City Prosecu- 
tor’s Office, Rama said she decid- 
ed to sue Shirley Quiambao and 
her daughter Rochelle for estafa 
for allegedly issuing “dishonored” 
checks as payment for the pieces 
of jewelry the Quiambaos had re- 
portedly purchased from her. 


Rama narrated that the 
Quiambaos went to her house оп 
Derby Street, White Plains, last 
Nov. 4 and expressed interest in 
the pieces of jewelry they saw 
wom by the complainants 
daughter, Ruffa, in the pictures 
published in a magazine. 

Rama said the Quiambaos of- 
fered to buy the pieces of jewelry 
for P339,000 if she could see to it 
that Rochelle becomes a presen- 
terat the Star Awards. 

“She (Shirley) bribed me into 
doing what she wanted by buying 
Jewelry from me," Rama told the 
TuQuinen earlier. 


The Quiambaos issued post- 
dated checks but these were dis- 
honored because Shirley ordered 
the bank to stop payments. 

Rama also asked the court to 
order the Quiambaos to pay her 
P3 million in moral and exem- 
plary damages. 

Sought for comment, Ruy Al- 
berto Rondain, the Quiambaos" 
counsel, said they had yet to re- 
ceive a copy of Rama's complaint 
even as he denied Rama's allega- 
tions, saying his clients had paid 
for all the jewelry they pur- 
chased. 

‘The Quiambaos earlier filed a 


complaint against Rama before 
the Quezon City court, accusing 
her of breaking their agreement 
that she would manage their 
daughter's career. 

The Quiambaos also sought 
damages and had asked the court 
to prevent Rama from prejudic- 
ing Rochelle's career. 

They also accused Rama of 
selling overpriced jewelry to 
them. 

Shirley said she bought P2 mil- 
lion worth of jewelry from Rama, 

When appraised, the gems 
‘were worth only half the price, 
Shirley claimed. 


Why blame GMA for FPJ's condition? 


DIRECTOR General Edgar Agli- 
pay, chief of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police, is one honest lead- 
er 

Instead of contesting the re- 

-aport of an international anti-cor- 
‘ruption watchdog that the PNP is 
the country’s most corrupt insti- 
tution—a natural thing to do—he 
admits it 

“We will change from now on,” 
Aglipay said, “we will do every- 
thing that the public wants us to 
do.” 

‘An admission of wrongdoing is 
one step halfway to completely 
reforming the police organiza- 
tion. 

One can never reform if he 
doesn't admit his shortcomings. A 
drug dependent, for example, 
cannot be rehabilitated unless he 
admits to being an addict. 

How very humble of Aglipay to 
do that. Humility в a sign of a 
great leader, 

But Aglipay will have to work 
overtime in reforming the orga- 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


nization that he will leave in a 
few months. He will гейге early 
next year because his stay at 
the PNP is already an exten- 
sion. 

He will have to be very firm 
їп his directives. If he says so- 
and-so is reassigned to a partic- 
ular office, his order should be 
enforced to the letter. 

Subordinates will not follow 
a wishy-washy leader. 

Another suggestion, if I may: 
Aglipay should order all PNP 
units handling complaints of 
abuses by cops to expedite their 
investigation. 

One of the reasons for the 
public's loss of confidence in 
the PNP is the perception that it 


P 


protects its own, even the abu- 
sive and corrupt ones. 

It takes months and even 
years for PNP investigative bod- 
ies to decide cases against cops 
filed by civilians, After so many 
months of waiting, many civil- 
ians are disheartened to find 
that the cops they complained 
of had gotten off the hook. 

Prom now on, all cases of 
brutality and human rights vio- 
lations filed by civilians against 
policemen should immediately 
be acted upon. There should be 
a period within which а case 
should be decided, 

Rabid followers of actor Fer- 
nando Poe Jt. are blaming Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo for his 
havinga stroke. 

1 talked with First Gentleman 
Mike Arroyo yesterday morning. 
He told me the reason GMA 
couldn't go to St. Luke's Hospital 
to sympathize with FPJ's family 
was the advice from the Presiden- 
tial Security Group. 


‘The PSG told GMA that some 
FPS followers might пу to pre- 
vent GMA from entering the hos- 
pital. 

How stupid could those mo- 
rons get! 

Why would they do that? Why 
do they blame the President for 
FPJ's condition. 

FPJ followers said that his de- 
feat contributed to his having a 
stroke. 

But in any contest, there will 
always be a winner and a loser. 

Is it GMAs fault that FPJ 
couldn't take his loss that result- 
ed in his having a stroke? 

The truth is that "Da King" also 
was not taking care of himself. He 
was drinking too much. And, yes, 
he kept his hard feelings bottled 
up. 

Politicians should not add to 
the hurt feelings of gullible FPJ 
fans by feeding on their hatred 
for GMA. 

What will they get by prevent- 
ing the President from sympa- 
thizing with FPJ's relatives? 


By Carlo C. Mariano 
Trainee 


A HUGE white-bellied sea eagle 
was found on the roof deck of a 
building housing offices and 
apartments along Lucban Street, 
Bangkal, Makati City, at around 
5:30 a.m. yesterday. 

1епу Dori, owner of the 
building, said the bird was two 
feet tall and had a wing span of 3 
feet. 

She said her housemaid was 
the first to see the eagle. “The 
bird had followed our maid 
down to the fourth floor, until it 
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settled on a chair in our dining 
room," Dorio said. 

The bird was fed raw chicken. 
while it was in their care, she 
added. 

The eagle has been turned over 
to an animal rescue shelter at the 
Parks and Wildlife center in Que- 
zon City. 

Dr Esteven Toledo, head of the 
rescue center under the Protected 
Areas and Wildlife Bureau of the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources, said the bird 
is not an endangered species and 
can be found in many parts of 
Asia. With Volt Contreras 
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Noise 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


г 
BECAUSE they failed to muffle 
the noise made by tools of their 
trade, 21 suspected members of 
the dreaded ‘Acetylene Gang” 
were apprehended by lawmen 
Friday night as they were in-the 
thick of their work. 

The gang robs banks and 
Bawnshops by using torches to 
drill walls of intended targets to 
gainentry. 

The suspects, which included 
four women, were arrested after 
agents of the National Bureau of 
Investigation and the Caloocan 
police caught them while they 
were allegedly trying to drill a 
hole on the wall of an apartment. 
right beside the United Overseas 
Bank (UOB) at Monumento. 

‘At the time of the arrest, the 
group, reportedly miners from 
the Mountain Province, had been 
able to create a sizeable opening 
оп the apartments wall, with the 
bank wall already visible, said 
NBI Director Reynaldo Wycoco. 

The 21 suspects presented to 
the media yesterday were identi- 
fied as Salvy Corpus, the alleged 
leader, Amey Marcos, Marlyn Fer- 
nandez, Sumag Bal-ad, Andrew 
Matias, Roy Mayat and Val Agan; 
Robert Lizardo Victor Guitlen, Di- 
ana Loyodan, Rosemarie Fernan- 
dez, James Baldong, Welbert 
Waknut and Rino Liko; Kopap-e 
Biag, Christopher Tibon, Ceasar 
Mayapit, Wesley Pagaspas, Este- 
ban Codod, William Padingit and 
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ne Gang away 


NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation Director Reynaldo Wycoco (center) and bureau officials Nestor Mantaring (left) and Alex Tenerefe inspect guns 


and equipment used by alleged members of the. 


Henry Tumitit. 

The authorities also recov- 
ered two .45 guns and the 
groups equipment, including 
an LPG tank, two oxygen tanks, 
a welding torch, a blow torch, 
two drill sets, an oxygen regula- 
tor, two chisels, rope, flashlights 
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and screwdrivers. Also found 
were an iron saw, a crowbar, 
shears and a wire cutter. The 
equipment is used to drill holes 
not just through walls, but also 
through steel vaults found in 
banks. 

‘The NBI's Ruel Lasala, chief of 
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‘Acetylene Gang (behind) to drill their way into banks and pawnshops they intend to rob. 


the Reaction, Arrest and Interdic- 
tion Division said the groups 
modus operandi was to rent an 
apartment beside a targeted bank 
or pawnshop. 

A similar modus operandi was 
used by the suspects who alleged- 
ly broke into the Prudential Bank 


UNS 


along Espafia, Manila, in April. 
Lasala said one member had 
rented a room at the building be- 
side the UOB at the corner of Ed- 
sa and Gen. Tinio Street in 
Caloocan in July this year. Two 
more rooms were rented by the 
group in November, he added. 


Check out 
new work 
ID for cops 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


WANT to know if your friendly, 
neighborhood cop is supposed to, 
be doing his work in your neigh 
borhood? 1 

Check out his “item card,” & 
new measure the Philippine Na 
tional Police has come up with to 
make sure that each of iis 
115,000 men has something to 
do, and is accountable forit. $ 

Conspicuously clipped on a рб: 
liceman's uniform isa plastic-covt 
ered identification not much big- 
ger than a regular-sized calling 
card. 

It spells out his job descrip- 
tion that is so specific it tells 
"where а cop should be at any 
given time. 

Soifyou haveany doubts why 
a uniformed cop is on the prow! 
in your neighborhood, ask for 
his “item card” and you'll know 
right away if he's up to some- 
thing fishy, said Senior Supt. 
Leopoldo ° Вашої, РМР 
spokesperson. 

“The idea is to tell everyone 
where a policeman should be 
during the full eight hours when 
he's supposed to be working," he 
said. 

АШ PNP officers, from Director 
General Edgar Aglipay down to 
the lowly patrolman, are required 
to wear the cards as part of their 
regular uniform. 
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Blu Girls blank Indons; 
Asian ‘heavies’ also win 


CHINA, Japan, South Korea and the Philippines rolled to their sec- 
ond straight victories yesterday as the favorites frolicked again in 
the face of lowly opposition in the 12-nation eighth Asian women’s 
softball championship at the Rizal Memorial ballpark. 


Veteran Jaydilyn Arca 
fired a three hitter while 
getting a splendid eight- 
„hit support as the RP Blu 
Girls beat Indonesia, 3-0, 
to match pace with de- 
fending champion China, 
Athens’ Olympics bronze 
medalist Japan and 
South Korea, уо 
downed their respective 
rivals with amazing ease. 

The Chinese blanked North Korea, 7- 
0, the Japanese were just as overpower- 
ing in their 6-0 demolition of Chinese- 
Taipei and the South Koreans bombard- 
ed Hong Kong, 8-0, to highlight a big 
day for heavyweights in this tourna- 
ment serving as the Asian qualifying for 
the 2006 world championship in Bei- 
Jing. 

After scoring only one run in the first 
four innings, the Blu Girls finally put 
away the Indonesians with a two-run 
binge in the fifth on two doubles and a 
bunt to the cheers of a sizeable crowd 
that included some famed Blu Girls of 
another era led by Aleli Nabong. 

With two outs, Gina Salvador bunted 
off Indonesian starter Muchtiara 


GAMES TODAY (Ata apa) 
‘8am.—Hong Kong 
ıs Singapore 
102 m—hndonesa vs aland 
12noon—inseipê lead. 
ve South Korea 
2pm—North Koreas RP 
Apm апи inda. 
6pm—China vs Malaysia 


Halmaheran, stole sec- 
ond and finally scored оп 
Diona Macasu's double to 
right field on a 2-3 count 
to give the Blu Girls a 20 


Then Nelia Lara dou- 
bled to the center to score 
Macasu for the Blu Girls? 
second run in the fifth in- 
ning. 

‘The Blu Girls, who debuted with an 
abbreviated 8-0 blanking of Singapore 
Sunday, scored right in the first inning 
when Salvador lined a long blast to left 
field with one out to score Macasu, who 
had earlier singled to short. 

“Three hits? Di па ташта siguro 
yon. Buti kumagat yung mga (Not bad. 
Good thing we connected with the) 
curves,” said Arca, second behind Cora- Koreans, who could only produce two 
zon Soberre in the Blu Girls’ rotation. hits off Li Qi, ranked only No. 3 in Chi- 

The Japanese bombed three Tai- na's pitching rotation. 
wanese pitchers with nine hits, five Catcher Lu Yi went two-for-three, in- 
coming in the first inning as they took a cluding a two-run double in the fifth in- 
4-0 lead before breaking the game wide ning as the Chinese, seeking a fifth 
open with another pair of runs on three straight title, raced to a 6-0 lead as they 
hits in the third. feasted on the erratic pitching of Kim 

‘As expected, the Chinese had an easy Un Sim, who gave up nine hits. 
time taking the measure of the North The week-long tournament organized 


~ Bette. 
BLU GIRL Reynali Ardio beats the Indonesian tag at third. 


by tie Amateur Softball Association of the 
Philippines headed by former Manila Rep. 
Hany C. Angping resumes today with a sit- 
game program. 

The scores: 

Indonesia 000 0000—0 31 

Philippines 100020—382 . 

Batteries: M. Haimahera (pitcher), R. Escandar 
(catcher) indonesia: 1. Аса (pitcher), Н. Bongar 
(catcher Philippines 
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Red Bull collides 
with Purefoods /A24 


SAN FERNANDO—Harbour Centre-Pempan- 
ga and the Quezon Huskers dispute third place 
today in the United Regional Basketball League 
at the University of Assumption gym here. 

The 4 pm. game will also serve as the 
leagues special fundraising campaign for vic- 
tims of the recent typhoons that struck Quezon. 
and nearby provinces. 

Harbour Centre CEO Mikee Romero provid- 
ed the seed money for the fund drive. The rest 
of the league's team owners have also con- 
tributed to the fund. 

Huskers team owner and Quezon Gov. 
Willie L. Enverga and businessman Benny 
Brizuela thanked their fellow team owners for 
heeding their call for help. 

But there will be no love lost between the 
Pampanga and Quezon squads on the court. 


cagers battle for 3rd 


GAME TODAY (University of the Assumption) 
4p.m—Harbour Centre-Pampanga 
үз Quezon Huskers 
GAME TOMORROW (New Cebu Cty Coliseum) 
{6 p.m—M. Lhuilier-Cabu City vs Ilocos Sur Snipers 


‘The Huskers are aching to get back at the 
Kapampangans, who shattered the Huskers 
championship hopes with a 91-86 victory on 
the final day of the semifinals on Dec. 3 in Ce- 
bu City 

The Huskers finished the semifinals with а 
3-3 card, a game behind eventual finalists M. 
Lhuille-Cebu City and the locos Sur Snipers 
at 4-2. Harbour Centre finished at 1-5. 

M. Lhuillier and Ilocos Sur Snipers are gear- 
ing up for Games Three and Four oftheir best- 
offive series at the New Cebu Coliseum. 

The title series between the Jewelers and 
the Snipers is tied at 1-1 with M. Lhuillier tak- 
ing Game One, 80-77, and locos Sur bouncing 
back in Game Two, 85-76, last Sunday. 

Harbour Centre coach Adriano “Bong” Go 
will zely anew on league scoring leader Ariel 
Garcia, Jojo Manalo, Billy Bansil, VJ Santos 
and Long David to make up for the Kapam- 
pangans lackluster stint in the semifinals. 

Huskers Coach Francis Rodriguez hopes his 
players can end their personal slumps fo pre- 
venta repeat of their roller-coaster semis ride. 


Espinola captures squash crown 


NATIONAL player Ricky Espinola subdued 
perennial champion Amel Bergonia, 8-6, 9-0, 5- 
9, 9-3, last Saturday to bag the Open crown in 
the fifth leg of the Milo/SRAP (Squash Rackets 
Association of the Philippines) national circuit at 
the Makati Sports Club cours. 

Frankie Pelino took third spot by beating 
Robert Garcia, 1-9, 9-2, 9-2, 9-4 

Sammy Alas and PJ Austria shared the days 
honors by ruling classes B and C, respectively. 


Alas toppled Jessie Lapore, 9-1, 9-4, 0-9, 9-1, 
while Austria held off Harry Malinao, 9-2, 9-0, 4 
9,105. 

Richard Espinola and Jovaven Tutanes fin- 
ished third in B and C, respectively. 

Espinola tripped Franco Limjuco, 9-7, 7-9, 9- 
6,9-7, while Tutanes trimmed Rudy Tablate, 9-7, 
92,59,9.6. 

‘Trophies and cash prizes were given to the 
winners by squash president Romeo Ribano. 


Don't miss 
your favorite TV shows! 


Check out today's 
nquirer TV Guide 
in the 
Entertainment section 
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‘THE SURPRISE entry's victory hardly came as 
a shock. 

FilAmerican and national triathlon athlete 
Arland Macasieb topped the National Aquathlon. 
‘Championship hosted by Matabungkay Beach 
Resort and Hotel over the weekend. 

"The 28-year-old Macasieb, who is here pri- 
marily to attend a couple of weddings, trailed 
the leaders in both the 2.5-K first run leg and the 
15-K bike leg before taking command near the 
halfway mark of the remaining 5-К run. He won 
in 59 minutes and 0.1 second. 

Eldy Banluta finished second in 59:47 while. 
Mikki Quilala landed third in 59.57. 

“Te was tough getting in and out of the water 


because ofthe low tide,” said Macasieb, the best 
placed Filipino in the recent Asian Chamy 
onship in Subic. “I am looking at the Asian 
Championship in Bangkok and the Southeast 
Asian Games here next year” 

National duathlon champion Ryan "Bad Boy” 
Mendoza lived up to expectations in ruling the 
20K run-100K bike-10K run PowerBar Long Dis- 
tance Duathlon held simultaneously with the 
aquathlon event at the same venue. 

Mendoza led from start to finish and was nev- 
er pressured, He docked 5:05.13, almost 25 
minutes ahead of second placer Ige Lopez, who 
timed 5:29.04. Bicolano Franklin _Penalosa 
‘wound up third in 5:33.51. 
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La Salle student LC Langit, 18, pulled off ап 
"upset in the women’ side of the aquathlon, beat- 
ing fellow national team member Mimi Lucas in 
1:02.26. Lucas timed 1:03.07 with up-and-com- 
ing Kim Mangrobang third in 1:08.04, 

Nona Torres of Ayala Alabang topped the 
‘women’s PowerBar race in 7:50.16. 

PowerBar brand manager Raul Cuevas, elated 
by the quality of the field, promised PowerBars 
increased participation in triathlon, duathlon, 
aquathlon and adventure races next year. 

More than 100 triathletes and duathletes, in- 
duding Alaska Aces team owner Fred Uytengsu, 
Joined the event supported by Davids Salon, 
Mizuno and Nescafe 3-in-1. 
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Surprise aquathlon entry pulls off shock win Paragua downs Indon GM 


leads Singapore Masters 


FILIPINO Grandmaster-candidate 
Mark Paragua defeated GM Susan- 
to Megaranto of Indonesia yester- 
day to grab the solo lead after three 
rounds of the 2004 Singapore Mas- 
ters Intemational Open at the Ma- 
rine Crescent center in Singapore. 
The second-seeded Paragua 
boosted his total to a perfect 3.0 
points and is scheduled to meet 
1996 Asian junior char pion GM 
Wu Wenjin of China m todays 
fourth round of the $15,000 meet. 


‘Wu, ranked third, was at 2.5 
points after beating Fide Master 
Goh Weiming of Singapore. 

The 20-year-old Paragua had ear- 
lier beaten A. Setiawan of Indonesia 
and Malaysian FM Wong Zi Jing. 

Another Filipino enuy, Singa- 
pore-based Fide Master Julio Catal- 
ino Sadorra, beat Robin Shaw of 
Australia to post 20 points. 

Sadorra, who hails from Cavite, 
plays Chinese GM Yu Shaoteng today. 

‘Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 
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past Mike Cortez of Alaska. 
in their game won by the 
Aces, 102-88. 
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COLEGIO SAN AGUSTIN 
for the GIRLS VOLLEYBABALL 
INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT Title 
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Purefoods 


‘THE BEST against the worst rebounding squads. For sure, there 
will be a lot of pushing, body banging and jockeying for posi- 
tions when Red Bull Barako clashes with Purefoods today in the 
Gran Matador Philippine Cup at the San Sebastian Recoletos 
Gym in Cavite City. 

The Barakos, the 
leagues top ге 
bounding squad, аге 
expected to pound 
the lane against the 
Hotdogs, who have 
been — consistently 
beaten underneath 
the basket, in their 6 


the boards, 66-47, 
to improve their 
chances of securing 
a twice-to-beat 
centive in the wild- 
card phase. 

Prior to that 
game, the Barakos 
averaged 58.9 re- 
bounds while the TJ 
Hotdogs grabbed 
449 boards (10th 
and last among the 
teams) before they 
lost to the Sta. Lucia 
Realtors last week. 

The Barakos remain tops in 
rebounding, though. 

Besides trying to bounce back 
from a defeat, the Barakos (6-8) 
are raring to avenge an 81-101 
loss against the TJ Hotdogs in 
the game sponsored by Lactovi- 
tale. 

“We just want to avoid the 
ninth and 10th places because it 
puts a team at a disadvantage,” 
said Guiao. 

Teams that finish ninth or 10th 
will face teams (ranked third and 
fourth) armed with a twice-to-beat 
advantage in the widcard play- 
offs. June Navarro 
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bounding not be- 
cause of the big men 
but -because our 
pointguards are al- 
so pulling down rebounds,” 
said Red Bull Barako coach 
Yeng Guiao. “That's the 
reason why we've 

been winning 


grabbing 
those boards, the 
Barakos won three 
consecutive games 
over Talk "N Text, 
Alaska and Sta. Lu- 
cia Realty before the 
Coca-Cola Tigers defeat- 

ed them, 102-96, Sunday. 
The Tigers drove the knife into 
the heart of Red Bulls winning 
formula by beating the Barakos off 


Southridge, Ateneo book 
Red Ribbon finals berths 


SOUTHRIDGE School scored all its and Claret School, the early lead. 
goals in the second half to stun top Ви Southridge battled back after 
seed Colegio San Agustin, 41, over the break, and two goals by Justus 
the weekend and barge into the fi- Fiedler and one apiece by Greggy 
nals of the Red Ribbon Football Fi- Yang and Karl Peralta put the out- 
esta at the Ateneo football field in come beyond doubt. 
Loyola Heights, Quezon City. Jose Montelibano scored twice 
Southridge arranged a titular and Nico Festejo added a goal to give 
showdown on Dec. 19 with reign- the Ateneans а comfortable victory. 
ing under-14 champion Ateneo, The finals on Sunday at Ateneo 
which blasted Cheng Hua, 3-0, in will be played after the seven-a-side 
the other semifinal encounter PFF/Red Ribbon Football Festival. 
Renee Esguerra struck with a The under-14 tournament is also 
nifty goal halfway through the first backed by adidas, Superferry, 
half to give CSA, aselection of play- Petron, Aboitiz and ABC-5's Soccer 
ers from San Agustin, Hed Center Showdown show. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Asean Para Games countdown begins 

THE COUNTDOWN to the 3rd Asean Para Games begins today with the for- 
mal launching of the multi-event sportsfest for the differently abled at the 
Capiz Room of the Manila Pavilion Hotel. The noontime activity will be high- 
lighted by the presentation of the games’ logo and the official mascot, 
Buboy Butanding, of the event set Dec. 12-21 next year in Manila. According 
to PSC Commissioner and Asean Para Sports Federation (APSF) chair 
Michael Barredo and Philspada head Luis de Arellano, chalr and vice chair, 
respectively, of the organizing committee, the Para Games willbe staged гї. 
ter the 2005 Southeast Asian Games slated Nov 27-Dec. 5, The guests In- 
clude APSF officials led by their president, Zainal Abu Zarin, members of the 
Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) diplomatic corps and mem- 
bers of the Papgoc (Organizing Committee) advisory board, PSC chair Eric 
Buhain and Philippine Olympic Committee president Celso L. Dayrit. 


Executive active chess under way 

THE MCC Executive active chess gets underway at 1 p.m. on Saturday, while anoth- 
er Unrated eventis set on Dec. 26 at the club's headquarters at the 4F of J & F Divi- 
no Bldg. near LAT 2 Anonas Station in Quezon City. The event is open to business- 
men, military officers with rank not lower than a major, players holding managerial 
ar supenisory postion in private and goverment ита, professionals and hose 
who are pracicng other els cf profession for at kast one year Up for grabs in 
this one-day event isa total pot of P20,000 with the champion pocketing the top 
purse of P7. 000. Registration fes is PS00. For details, call MOC at 435-8412 and 
0916-852-1069. Meanwhile, Franz Barretto of the University of the Philippines and 
“Jude Uianday of Dalig. Antipolo Сау ruled the MCC frst weekend back-to-back Sat- 
{бау and Sunday unrated events Their runner-ups were 11-year-old Haridas Pas- 
ac Mangatarem, Pangasinan, and Manix Santos of Baluag, Bulacan. 


NCA 7-cock derby features 60 fights 

BIG-TIME cockfighting forthe 2004-2005 season opens with a big bang today 
‘and on Thursday as the National Cockers Association (NCA) presents a 7-cock 
derby at the air-conditioned Araneta Coliseum. More than 60 fights have been 
lined up beginning at 5 p.m. for the derby to be hosted by engineer Frank Berin 
and Frankie Uy. Among the NCA members are Frank Berîn, Alexand Gerry 
Escalona, Patrick Puno, Max and Bebot Roxas, Ruel Feliciano and sons, Jun and 
Rudy Jingco, Jet Fernando, Madiambayan Brothers, Efren Canlas, Tony Martori, 
М Magsaysay. E. Nagano and Boyet Joson. Rudy Albano, Edgar Santos, Chio 
Bersamin. Ruel Ricafort, Claude Bautista, Ompong Plaza, Betoy Uy, Patrick Anto- 
по, Pol Estrellado, Boy Royo, Richard Bates, former ambassador Danding Co- 
Juangco, Gerry "Boy" Espina, Arnold Mendoza, Boy Velez, Johnny Jalandoni, Jun 
Santiago, Gov. to Ynares, Raymond Velayo, Ronnie Puno, Jahn Capinpin, Boy 
Jiao, Allan Тап, Tony Tan, Pepito Ngo. Butch Macasaet, Tos Reyes, William Со, 
Georgie Antonio and Rene de Guzman and Ric Medina from San Francisco, Cal 
fori. 


Pasko sa Pasay tilt set tomorrow 

THE SECOND round eliminations of Pasay City Cockpit's blockbuster event, the 
annual Pasko sa Pasay 4-Cock Derby, В scheduled tomorrow, Wednesday, Dec. 
15. Backing up the event are Sagupaan Complex 3000, Sagupaan 8-50 Forten 
and Sagupaan Mite Fres. Participants must submit entres today, Tuesday, Dec. 

14, am 2 p.m o $ pan. and may cal 843-1746, 8165750 and 843-1890 for de- 
та (ook for Good or Wii) A total of 63 erties registered for yesterdays frst 
round eliminations. Al quaers wil mest on Friday. Dec. 17 tor the championship 
round. As a Christmas gif to participants, ihe PCC management announced that 
he guaranteed prize o P1.5 rion wil be given to the winners regardless ofthe 
actual number of entries. The champions will get P850,000, runner-up P300,000 
day elimination champions P 100.000, handler and gaffer P50,000. Entry fee is 
P8,800. 


3-day Noche Buena stakes P I million 

THE NOCHE Buena '04 5-Cock Derby set on Dec. 23, 25 & 27 at Roligon Mega 
Cockpit promises to be another blockbuster in the making with more than 100 en- 
{ries confirmed to see action this early. Hosted by Rolly Ligon and sponsored by 
Thunderbird Power Feeds, the event stakes a P1 million prize purse for an entry 
des of P7,700. A participants wil bring home а "pamaskong regalo” upon pay- 
tment of ihe entry fee. Among the Christmas git аге а television set, DVD player, 
washing machine, fat iron, folding bed, electri fan and other valuable tems. Tuo- 
pointers in the elimination round will share а P5000 day champion prize foreach 
day in the finals, he champion that wil register the fastest win in its lest ight gets 
50.000 more on top of the champion’ take. The second placer wil gt P30.000 
whie the third wil receive P20.000 more. Meanwhile, Roligon manager Danny Ty 
Б inviting al паска to their regular Sunday Mega Hackfighis in which auto- 
maiie cash bonuses await all winners. From fights 1 10 20, the winners wil get 
P1,000 each; fights 21 to 40— P800 each; and 41 to finish — P600 each. 


I WATCHED the Pacquiao-Fahsan fight on Sat- 
urday at the Baguio Country Club in the City of 
Pines. The fight happened on the eve of the 
‘conclusion of the SSth Fil-Am Golf Invitational, 
and GM Anthony de Leon just wouldn't let me 
leave his turf. The last round of the tournament 
the following moming was so crucial ! couldn't 
leave my refereeing chores at BCC. Besides, Ri- 
со Agcaoili, the BCC president, might just sud- 


SPECTATOR 


Glaring greed 


ALS. Mendoza 


les about time we put an end to glaring 
greediness. Isnt there a law limiting commer- 
cials in aTV show? 

‘That said, lers now go to the fight, 

The first time 1 saw Fahsan throw a 
punch—it looked like a wild, aimless round- 
about knew it would be over in less than 
five rounds. I remember telling Rene Jose and 
Rey Pacheco of RMN's 558 “Doble Banda" ra- 


denly materialize and, seeing me fleeing the 
scene, he might recall the beautiful CD of clas- 
sic love songs he gave me sometime ago if 1 
didn't reconsider. Oh, boy, what a compilation 
of hits, this CD that includes John Restivos 
“Dear Someone"—done meticulously by the 
Alling couple. 

So, there 1 was in the nation's summer capi- 
tal, making do with the boob tube in watching. 
the Pacquiao fight this Saturday night. 

Oh, well, on second thought, I wont envy 
Rep. Mat Defensor, He bought a ticket for—this 
you gotta believe—P10,500 just to be at ring- 
side. 

“Tve always been a boxing buff and look, 
with Pacquizo fighting on home ground, 1 will 
not think twice digging deep from my pocket 
just to buy a ticker at scalper's price," said Mat, 
himself a boxing champion during his varsity 
days at UP Diliman. 

OK now, to the Pacquiao fight. 

Pacquiao did not make a killing at the tills as 
this was merely a tune-up fight for his February 
rematch with Mexican Juan Manuel Marquez 
in February in the US. He earned peanuts, to 
say the least 

It was the ТУ people who made a killing, 


though, bombarding us with commercials ev- 
ery minute ofthe way. 

Its not bad to earn some moolah. It becomes 
bed, though, when greed comes in. 

While we thank the people who showed the 
fight on ТҮ for free—in America, you need to 
30 Pay-Per-View TV to be able to watch a fight 
on your home TV—it wouldn't hurt, though, if 
there should be a semblance of restraint in air- 
ing TV commercials in-between rounds. 

Look, the fight was over at maybe half past 9 
inthe evening, or maybe 10? 

Well, we finally got it on TV way past mid- 

night—or approximately, two hours after thé 
fight. 
"Thisis not the first time this has happened—a 
flood of commercials accompanying a Pacquiao 
fight. The first time it happened was when Pac- 
quizo fought Juan Manuel Marquez last May. 

Well, Pacquizo has become the most 
saleable athlete around. 

Maybe, in the future, it wouldn't hurt if we 
air hundreds and hundreds of seconds of com- 
mercials during the replay of a Pacquiao fight? 1 
think thats fair enough, considering that those 
watching it knew already who won the fight. 

Bur spare the fight when shown live, 


dio program in an interview before the fight 
that Pacquiao would win in five rounds. 

“Boy, was 1 lucky again." I told the two guys 
yesterday. 

"No, your guess was educated,” said Rene 


Rene and Rey noticed that Pacquiao seemed 
sluggish and asked my opinion abour their 
opinion. 

Oh, well, he seemed sluggish, yes. Bur didn't 
he cram for this fight? The fact Freddie Roach, , 
Pacquiao's trainer, had to rush here was proof 
of Pacquiao's state of un-readiness due to the 
fighner’s reported constant late-night adven- 
tures our of the gym. 

Had Pacquiao been in tip-top shape, Fahsan , 
would not have lasted one round. 

But who needs a quick finish? 

Pacquiao was the last person to need that, 
Against а patsy like Fahsan, Pacquiao could 
have still won by KO even with his one hand 
tied to his waist. 

"The best boxers of Thailand are in Thailand, 
Fahsan leaving Thailand was just perfect: 
was what the doctor ordered for a Pacquiao 
tuneup, 

Enough of tomfoolery please? 
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V'roman, 

Pagunsan 
show way 
in ITT golf 


By Musong R. Castillo 


CANLUBANG—Knocking approach 
shots close to the pins and putting with 
confidence, Carito Villaroman shot a 
five-under 67 yesterday for a two-shot 
lead heading into the final 18 holes of 
the first Ideal Travel and Tours Invita- 
tional Pro-Am here. 

The 35-year-old 
former world junior 
champion scattered 
six birdies against a 
bogey in a 33-34 
card at Canlubang’s 
North course to 
hold off Richard 
Sinfuego, Mars Pu- 
cay and the favored 
Antonio Lascufi 
who all tumed in 

VILLAROMAN identical 69s. 

Juvie Pagunsan, 
deprived of sleep and ай, signed for a 68 to 
ead the amateur division by four over | 
World Am teammate Michael Bibat, while 
Rey Alit tumed in a level 72 fora five-stroke 
lead in senior play 

The final round will be played at the 
shorter South layout today. 

Villaroman abandoned а belly putter he 
used on the Asian Tour in favor of an old, 
conventional one which worked wonders. 

“1 felt that I had a chance to make any 
putt hit,” said Villaroman. 

Playing after а long overnight ride from 
Baguio, Pagunsan comfortably shows the 
way among amateurs despite a double bo- 
gey on his last hole, the par-S 9th, which he 
tried to reach in two. Instead, he hit into the 
lagoon guarding the green. 

Pagunsan made the tum at two-under 
‘and then birdied Nos. 1, 2and 3. He moved 
to six-under on the 326-yard par-4 eighth 
after a sand wedge shot landed within inch- 
es ofthe hole fora gimme birdie. 

Boyet Saragoza was a stroke behind 
Bibat in third after a 73, while Jun Bemis 
tumed in a 74 for solo fourth spot. 

Unheralded Jorge Abad shot a 77 and 
trailed Alit by five, while 57-year-old na- 
tional coach Roger Retuerto submitted a 78 


marred by a two-stroke penalty for hitting 
the wrong ball on No. 9. 

lascufia was the only one who tumed in 
a bogey-free card, outshining the 69 of Pu- 
cay who rallied with four birdies in a torrid 
five hole stretch in the back rine. 

Armando Eso, Cookie La'O and former 
Philippine Open champion Robert Pacto- 
lerin were tied for fifth after 72s with Benjie 
Magada and journeyman Mario Manubay 
occupying joint eighth after 73s. 


SAMSUNG GOLF 
Deen opens 


3-peat bid 


(CEBU CITY Eric Deen starts his drive for a rare 
three-peat in the Championship division as the 
final eliminations leg of the Samsung Amateur 
‘Tour Friday gets going today at the Cebu Coun- 
try Club here. 

Standing in the way of Deen's bid are his regu- 
Jar club rivals Carl Almario and Jovi Nerî, as well 
as the duo of Tristan Tabanas and Lino Retuerto, 
who are both mainstays of reigning PAL Inter- 
club champion Del Monte. 

One player who could muddle up the race is 
former national amateur champion Artemio Mu- 
rakami, who had registered for the tournament 
but remains a doubtful entry. He is fresh off a 
stint in the Fil-Am wars in Baguio. 

The winner here will join an elite group of 
qualifiers for the grand finals of the course-hop- 
ping series slated Feb. 8-11 at the Wack Wack 
Golf and Country Club. It includes Juvic Pagun- 
san, Jun Bernis, Jay Bayron, Boyet Saragoza, 
Raymund Sangil and Kim Chang-hoi 

‘The Samsung Tour is also sponsored by Tokyo 
‘Tokyo, C-Lium Fiber, Gatorade, Philippine Airlines, 
adidas Taylor Made, KZG by Custom Clubmakers, 
Pink Patio Boracay, Coppertone Sport, and Rogin- 
E. KillerBee, Jam 88.3, Wave 89.1, Magic 899, 
99.5 RT and 103.5 K-Lite are media partners, 

‘Of the eight divisions to be disputed, only the 
ments championship is for 72 holes while the rest is 
for 36 holes and will be held Thursday and Friday. 

art of the 36-hole schedule is the ladies Class 
‘A where national player Jayvie Agojo will be 
‘competing for the first time bur is solidly favored 
to come out the winner. The 18-year-old Agojo 
has been very steady in her recent tournaments, 
Including the World Amateur in Pueito Rico and 
the Manila Ladies at Wack Wack. 

“This weeks Cebu leg caps another great year 
for Samsung's support for local golf” said Boy 
Blue Ocampo of the organizing Professional 
Sports Management Group. “The regular ap- 
pearance of players from the national ranks is 
proof that they recognize the high level of play" 
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SPORTS 


Woods back on the prowl, 
rules World Challenge tilt 


WOODS: Solid finish to an off season 


Heat sear Raptors for 4th straight win , 


NEW YORK—Shaquille O'Neal and 
Dwyane Wade each scored 20 points 
and added nine rebounds as the Mia- 
mi Heat notched their fourth consec- 
utive win dumping the struggling 
Toronto Raptors, 106-98, on Sunday 

‘The duo proved too much for the un- 
dersized and injury-hit Raptors, who 
have now lost seven straight since a win 
over the Heat last month 

With injured allstar swingman Vince 
Carter watching from the bench with a 
strained Achilles tendon, the Raptors 
turned in a gritty performance in front 
ofa near sellout home crowd of 19,202, 
тайпа by just five points with a litle 


nd 


THOUSAND OAKS, Califor- 
nia—Tiger Woods shot a bogey- 
free 5-under-par 66 on Sunday 
to overtake a fading Colin Mont- 
gomerie and win the $5.25 mil- 
lion World Challenge. 

“It was so exciting that the things I was 
working on started to come together,” he 
said. “It’s nice not to have a big laundry list 
ош there (heading into next season).” 
‘Woods won in 2001 but had finished sec- 
ond the last two years. 

He started the last round ted for second, 
two strokes adrift of Montgomerie, but he 
birdied three of the first five holes while 


over a minuteto play. 

But they could not close the gap any 
further, Damon Jones nailing a three- 
pointer and a pair of free throws to 
stretch the Miami lead to nine with 45 
seconds to play. 

In New York, Jamal Crawford had 31 
points and Stephon Marbury chipped in. 
with 25 as the Knicks brought the Den- 
ver Nuggets’ four game winning streak 
toa halt with a 107-96 win. 

Knicks fans also got their first look at 
guard Allan Houston, who had nine 
points in his home debut after missing 
the first 16 games with a knee injury. 

In Washington, Larry Hughes had 15 


Montgomery bogeyed two of the first four. 

‘While Scotland's Montgomerie man- 
aged a par 71, Woods vaulted to the top of 
the leaderboard. 

He held off Ireland's Padraig Harrington 
and finished at 16-under 268, two shots 
Detter than Harrington. 

Tc was a solid finish to a disappointing 
season for Woods, who did not wina stroke. 
play event on the PGA Tour this year and 
was unseated as world No. 1 for the first 
time in five years. 

“Thad to take baby steps and I did that 

year” said Woods, who reconstructed 
his swing. 

“1 was working in the right direction. 


second half points as the Wizards ripped 
the New Orleans Hornets, 88-69. 

In Philadelphia, Allen Iverson scored 
a season-high 40 points and 
added 10 assists to lead 
the 76ers past the Mil- go ta, 
waukee Bucks 107-101. € 


Reuters 


Complete Results: 

New York 107, Denver 96; Mia- 
тї 106, Toronto 98; Washington 88, 
New Orleans 69; Philadelphia 107, МІ- 
тайае 101; Portland 96, Utah 
Golden State 99, Charlotte 87; LA Lak- 
rs 105, Orlando 98. 
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Sometimes it might have been three, four 
holes in one round that played great, the 
‘way I know 1 can, and then the rest of it 
wasn't so good. 

"Then eventually it became nine holes 
and 18, then 36 and 54, now a whole tour- 
nament” Е 

Throughout the season, Woods often 
claimed he was "cose" to regaining the 
form that made him golfs irrepressible 
force. He proved he was right with stroke 
play wins here and in Japan last month, 

‘With a two-shot cushion, Woods pared 
his way in and collected the $1.25 million 
first prize, all of which will go to his many 
charitable foundations. 
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O'NEAL (right) gets fouled by Loren Woods, валах 


December 15, 2004 Wednesday * 8 pm 
NBC Tent, Fort Bonifacio 
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“RIVAL” 
SUPPORTER. 
FPJ will get well 


and survive ti 


crisis, Amalia. 
Fuentes says in 
a text message 


LM PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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‘Tatay’ Ron 
cooked gambas 
for Juday ы» 


ery. The whole country loves him.” 

Former movie star Amalia Fuentes, who 
was Susan Roces’ perennial No. 1 rival for 
the title queen of Philippine movies, said 
she has not visited FPJ in the hospital “be- 
cause I want to give him and Susan some 
space." 


he 


‘Two weeks after he underwent an opera- 
tion to correct his sleeping disorder, Optical 
Media Board chair Edu Manzano is work- 
ing again. He conducted another raid 
against video pirates in Quiapo Wednesday 
morning. The host of the ABS-CBN noon- 
time show, "MTB: Ang Saya 
Saya,” returned to the pro- 
gram early this week. 


Dip 
You 


“Can you imagine go- 
Know... 


ing into a room with all 

of these guys? I felt like 

it was the first day of 
? —Catherine Zeta-Jones, on join- 
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"I sent Susan a text message instead,” 
said Amalia. "I told her that I know Ronnie 
[Poe's nickname] will get well, and that 
they will survive this crisis.” 


Imelda, Crying Ladies and Magnif 
Available on DVD and VCD. 


Now you can have multi-award winners in your own home. 


One moved you to tears of joy. 
The other intrigued you. And 
the last definitely tugged at 
your heart. 


ing the male-dominated cast of the new 
movie, "Ocean's Twelve,” via AP Television 
News. 


со 


Crying Ladies Gift Set 
кёч бе Cog Lodes DID ond 
the бүлү Ladies Mar Videos DID) 


Introducing the Crying Ladies DVD Gift Set and the 
Imelda and Magnifico DVD and VCD. 


These works have won awards the world over, i; AL f 


BEST PICTURI 
and they rightfully deserve to do so. See for ET у 
yourself what made them click here and abroad. 

Official Philippine Entry to the 


Best Foreign Language Film Competition of 
the 77th Annual Academy Awards 


Make them all part of your movie collection now! WINNER EN 
EXCELLENCE IN COEMATOGRAPHT 
FOR DOCUMENTARY 
‘2004 SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 

unite! 


unico 


entertainment 


WINNER OF 58 LOCAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL AWARDS 


Watch out for Unitel Pictures’ 2005 attractions: Peque Gallagas PINOY BLONDE and Mark Meily's PASYON, USA 
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Ron КОСЕ! 
cooked mue JIA! AYALA CINEMAS 


May election Moviesischedules may change without prior notice. For verification call 729-7777 
running mate, 


gambas == | ү E 


Loren Legarda. 


[3 m— 
3H п amm | mme 
Moms E 3 gos seme Lia 
coma and has multi- сет А me 
ple organ system in- woes | Le semi BET |2 summo 
volvement.” ee PIO БЭ" DONE US 
“у heard of what TUS 
happened to him EET 4 m [Tamano |3 2946 |3 ceuta 
last Sunday" Judy — мә Gs Lu 
Ann said yesterday. REMA Lianas MovieCity " KELLY m 
“I didn't believe it at o (Galant) tel 49) 545.7202 мыр Cinema 4 ome Tue sms TAX 
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= SET vir NO FAKES: THE CO : PAROI 
ecuzoru саш Шыр Арат асу Concer GUMSAVIOMATCCENIER | PHOTO SESSION A STORY TELLING 

cinema 2000 Valera E QU eS | mes Sa 
(Calamba) te (049) 545.7383 жакы DAUGHTER — 


Keepsake 

Tl was stunned 
for a few minutes, 
and then ] grew 
sad," she added. "I 
couldn't believe it." 

Judy Ann said FPJ 
loves to hang out at 
her restaurant bar, 
Café Caribana, in 
Quezon City. 

“The night before 
we opened, he even. 
cooked his version 
of gambas for me," 
Judy Ann recalled. 
“I asked him to cut 
the ribbon on open- 
ing day but he 
couldn't make it, so 
he visited me the 
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me. Гуе had it for 
five years now.” ,MOVIEWORLD 


EE. C Perfect for intimate parties, exclusive launches, corporate events and 
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Gentle man 
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would eat together, 
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SCREEN і N G GRA pee became case 


A “Isusumbong 
* үзле 
pir gd NS Ko.” 


From Jean-Jacques Annaud, Ihe highly acclaimed 
director ol The Bear. comes a heartwarming story about 
the power of frendship and the bond between brothers. |j 
swiopsts 

‘Two mischievous twin tiger cubs ve a carefree Ме in an 
exotic jungle amidst beautiful ancient runs. But one cay. @ 
ап act of fale forces them apart, as one is sold off to the 
circus and the other becomes the pampered pet of а 
Governors son. Witness thelr remarkable journey аз these 
ligers grow up. reunite and embark on an incredible. 
adventure to find thelr way home. 

cast: 

Guy Pearce, Jon-Cisude rays, Qon Nguyen Philippina Leroy. 
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medical bulletin 
signed by the actor's 
neurologist, Abdias 
Aquino. 
Yesterday at 
about 1 pm, 
Aquino reported 
that FPJ "is still in 
Tatar 
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“We would highly 
appreciate decent 
entertainment on 
‘TV, which is viewed 
by people of all 
ages. Wholesome 
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1 WAS swamped with e-mail after 1 
shared some highlights of my one-on- 
one interview with Renee Zellweger. 
in my previous column. The rest of 
our tete-a-tete will be aired on Enter- 
tainment Central anytime soon. 
Many readers wanted more info 
about Renee's two gorgeous leading 
men, Hugh Grant and Colin Firth so 
here goes... 

Firth sees the new Bridget Jones 
chapter as throwing a playful wrench 
onto the typical gauzy and starry- 
eyed movie romance. "There's a rea- 
son that romantic fairy tales end 
where they do, because if they went 
on, they would start to get messy, if 
not completely grisly” he laughs. 
“But we all know that the reality is 
quite different. We know that the 
things that first attract you to a per- 
son are the same things that later 
drive you crazy. Two people who 
come from completely different so- 
cial backgrounds are not going to be 
able to help but judge one another. 
‘And because ‘Edge of Reason’ ad- 
dresses these things, think the film 
creates a portrait of a relationship 
that is very comical yet also quite 
alive and real.” 

Says producer Jonathan 
Cavendish, “Colin and Hugh are the 
two worst fighters Ive ever 
seen—which is why they are abso- 
lutely hilarious in the 

climactic fight scene." 


Girly Englishmen 

“The funny thing is that Hugh 
and I have only ever worked with 
each other in these fight se- 
quences,” notes Firth. “But we 
made the decision right away this 
time not to stage anything. We sim- 
ply showed up that morning and 
started pulling each other’s hair, 
kicking each other, ahd it was all 
completely natural to me." 

“Middle class Englishmen don't 
fight at all really and when they do it's 
a pretty pitiful sight—girly, messy, un- 


Those go 


Dowty | 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


butch—and that’s what we were try- 
ing to capture,” adds Grant. 

He found that, upon returning to 
the ole of Cleaver, he had all too little 
trouble sliding back under ће charac- 
ters skin. “I don't think I'm quite as 
black as Cleaver is in his soul, but I 
certainly share some of the tastes and 
frailties,” Grant claims. Cleaver cap- 
tures the indescribable “bad boy” 
essence that women desire—the man 
we don’t want to marry but, in Brid- 
get's language, "we definitely want to 
shag.” 

TRIVIA: As 1 wrote in my column 
last week, Renee was clutching a 
small yellow teddy bear (in a cowboy 
oufit) when she faced the Asian press 
in Westin Taipei's ballroom. Nope, it 
was not from any of her admirers. 
The cute teddy was a gift from her 
brother and sister-in-law. Renee said, 
“I travel all around with this teddy 
bear. Call it my lucky charm." Ris 
that minute I bet all the guys in the 
room wanted to turn into a teddy 
bear. 

Everybody went home with a touch 
of Bridget Jones. United Internation- 
al Pictures gave away cute pajama 
pants and tank top in Bridger's signa- 
ture colors, pink and purple—per- 
haps to wish everyone more ecstatic 
bedroom scenes a la Bridger. It used 
to be "keeping up with the Joneses.” 
Now its keepin up with Ms Jones. 


MTV Summit 

FOR THE second year in a row, МТУ 
the world’s largest television net- 
work, gathered a mammoth crowd, 
an estimated 50,000, on Dec. 1 for 
the country’s biggest concert for a 
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rgeous guys Grant and Firth 


cause: the MTV Staying Alive Music 
Summit for HIV/AIDS. 

In a marathon show held in the 
Bonifacio Global City Open Field that 
began at 4 p.m. and lasted until 2 
am. the next day, over 30 local and 
international acts performed for the 
enthusiastic audience that stayed un- 
til the end of the show. 

A slew of local actors and TV per- 
sonalities also turned up to lend sup- 
port to the advocacy. The concert spe- 
cial premieres on MTV Philippines on 
Dec. 18, 2 p.m., with replays on Dec. 
19 at 10 p.m., Dec. 24 at 9 p.m., and 
Dec. 25 at 2 p.m. 


GMAT reacts 
THIS came from Jayce Perlas, repre- 
senting GMA Network: 

Hi Dolly Ann! 

‘This is regarding your column item 
(‘Cavite ‘revole”) on a reader's email 
that said a local Cavite newsletter had 
claimed “Startruck Survivor" Айуп 
was “unfairly” eliminated because 
she was not among the weakest based 
оп jurors votes and text votes; and 
nor was she voted out by her fellow 
survivors. The newsletter is said to 
have claimed that the elimination 
was reminiscent of a past “filmfest 
scam." 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. Ailyn was eliminated because 
she did garner the lowest score of ай 
the candidates for that given period. 
‘The total score is comprised of 50 per- 
cent juror's votes and 50 percent text 
votes. 

Also, the peer's vote has no bearing 
on the total scores. 

It has néver been our practice to 
play favorites among our the 
“Starstruck” aspirants. We make sure 
all of them are given equal opportun 
ty. This has contributed much to the 
continued success of the program. 


For feedback, email wateringhole- 
shangrila@yahoo.com or 
dotlyanne@truefaithband.com 


When top TV news anchors resign 


2004 is turning out to be the year for top US 
Ту news anchors to resign, after more than 20 
years of reporting the events of the day. Dan 
Rather was the first to announce his resigna- 
tion, scheduled for early next year. But Tom 
Brokaw of "NBC Nightly News" beat him to it 
last week, when Ме bade goodbye to his loyal 
viewers in a dramatic and emotional way. 

However, in keeping with the objectivity 
and lack of emotion required of news anchors 
in the States, Brokaw expressed his personal 
feelings, not on the newscast, but the day be- 

fore, on NBC's "To- 
day" show. 

Tt was a truly men 
orable TV moment, as 
Brokaw was toasted 
by his newscast’s staff 
after they praised him 
for his exceptional in- 
telligence, dedication, 
courage, objectivity, 
and professional work 
ethic. 

For his part, Brokaw 

lowed his eyes to 
mist up as he ex- 
pressed thanks for "the privilege" of reporting 
the news nightly for two decades 

We trust that Brokaw' final statement will 
remind other news anchors of the importance 
and significance of their job, and the great 
sense of responsibility and good judgment 
that it requires. 

All too often, less principled and enlight- 
ened news anchors end up thinking of them- 
selves as “stars,” and behaving accordingly- 
"This is both pathetic and tragic, because it is 
so ill-informed and self-serving, 

‘The truth of the matter is, the only “star” in 
a newscast is the news itself, so anchors should 
know their place! 

Besides, it’s a very good place to be be- 
cause, Brokaw is right, it's a real privilege to 
be able to inform millions of viewers about 
what's happening in the world on a daily ba 
sis. 

‘TV news people should keep reminding 
themselves that what they're reporting from 
day to day is actually history in the making. 
‘And that news reportage has become even 
more important today, because the world is 
now much more complex and difficult to 
make sense of. So, viewers need TV news peo- 
ple who can help them figure out the reso- 
nances and repercussions of the day's events 
as these unfold. 

Alas, some smug and lazy anchors are 
found wanting in this regard, which is why 
viewers value true professionals like Brokaw 
and Rather, and are sad to see them go. They 
shudder to think: Who will take their place? 

The possible replacements have their 
strengths but are relatively untested, so the 
jury is still out on whether they can measure 
up to the standard set by their now retired or 
retiring seniors. 

The good news is that Brokaw is retiring 
only from his news anchor post, but will con- 
tinue to report on special stories that require 
his level of good judgment and expertise 

He's been replaced at NBC News by Bryan 
Williams, who's been performing creditably but 
mot impressively to date. Well, lets give him 
more time to rise to the demands of his job. After 
all, he has inordinately big shoes to fl 
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‘Reporting 
the news isa 
privilege, 
this pro says 
-and his 
counterparts 
in Manila 
should listen 


Feedback 

FROM Analyn Aseballo, Arlene Patefio, 
Charlene Estrada and Jennifer Zuñiga of 
Calamba, Laguna: "The ad of Crissa about the 
Teen Dance synergy competition recently 
caught our attention, especially when we 
read the mechanics: Тһе dance routine must 
be free from suggestive choreography and 
sexually offensive movements.” 

“This is a welcome reminder to our young 
people to be more conscious about excesses in 
their movements when they dance. This is a 
good consideration that the noontime shows 
on TV should also abide by, especially their 
sexy dancers who are an atrocious influence 
‘on young viewers. 
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‘Da King’ planning ‘teleserye,’ preserving old films 


By Nini Valera 


FERNANDO Poe Ji. wanted his siblings who 
live abroad to come home for Christmas. 

“He was telling us he asked them to spend 
Christmas here,” Josie Tagle, a longtime 
friend of the actor, told Ingumer Entertain- 
ment in Filipino. “Не just came up with the 
idea one day about having a reunion with 
them 

“That was the first time he talked about 
how he wanted his siblings to be here for 
Christmas,” Tagle added. “Then this hap- 
pened. Nangilabot ako (1 had goose bumps).” 


FPJ has five siblings—the late Andy Poe, 
Conrad, Freddie, Elizabeth and Jennifer, ac- 
cording to Tagle. 

Saturday night, Poe was rushed to-St. 
Luke's Medical Center in Quezon City where 
he now lies in a coma in the hospital's inten- 
sive care unit. (See related story on A28) 

Tagle is among Poe's tight circle of friends 
from the movie industry who could get near 
the reclusive actor and exchange banter with 
him. She was only 15 when Poe tapped her to 
play a bit role in one of his movies, starting off 
her career as a professional movie talent and 
character actress. 
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Vick's for headache 

Tagle is now 52 and devoted to the ac- 
knowledged king of Philippine movies, whom 
she described as the kindest man on earth. 

"We were wrapping packages for the ty- 
phoon victims when he complained of 
headache,” Tagle narrated. “I told him to go 
home and rest and leave us to finish the pack- 
ing. 

“That was last Tuesday,” she added. “That 
was the last time I saw him healthy" 

She said FPJ had asked for Vick’s Vaporub 
to soothe his raging headache, which had 
been plaguing him for about two weeks be- 
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BOUNDLESS GENEROSITY. Poe didn't 
want it known that the truckloads of relief 
goods for typhoon victims came from him, 
says old friend Josie Tagle. onzonooc 


fore he suffered a stroke last Saturday. 

"We have been preparing the relief goods 
for several days at the FPJ compound [on Del 
Monte Avenue in Quezon City]," Tagle relat- 
ed. "He was always with us and actually doing 
the job himself. He joked around. He was hap- 
py. He was his usual self.” 

As usual, FPJ, famous for his boundless 
generosity, did not want it known that the 
thousands of food packages that were given 
by his colleagues in truckloads to the ty- 
phoon victims had come from him, accord- 
ing to Tagle. 

“He would always help anybody who came 
to him for help,” Tagle said, repeating a very 
well known fact about the actor. “But he did 
not want his help to be advertised, He is a very 
humble person. People always depended on 
him.” : 


Pa's story, old films 

FPJ had plans of coming out with a teleserye 
оп the life of his father Fernando Poe Sr. who 
died when FPJ was 15, leaving the family to 
struggle for themselves. The older Poe was а 
movie legend himself 

"We were happy when he told us of his 
plans," said Tagle. "Nabuhayan na naman ka- 
mi ng loob, lalo na't marami sa amin ang 
walang trabaho ngayon dahil wala nga'ng pe- 
likula (He renewed our hope, since most of 
are jobless because no one is making movies 
anymore). 

"With his teleserye, he could give us jobs, 
and we'd survive these bad times.” 

Poe had yet to sell his teleserye to the net- 
works, according to Tagle. But at least it was 
already something to look forward to next 
year, she added. 

“He said he still didn't know on what chan- 
nel it would run,” Tagle said. "He just said 
he'd direct it himself and then show it on 
whichever channel would get it." 

After FPJ's defeat in the presidential elec- 
tions last May, the actor went about his usual 
business, according to Tagle, He was in the 
process of reactivating his FPJ Productions 
and went to the office regularly. He even had 
repairs done in the office, she said. 

One of FPJ's projects was the preservation 
of his old movies, Tagle said. Rolis of film are 
kept in the FPJ compound, she added. 

“Опе of his assistant directors is reviewing 
these films," Tagle said. "He would drop by 
and check on the progress. He was always in 
the office. Sometimes, Susan (Roces, РР ac- 
tress wife) went with him. There was even 
one Saturday when her niece Sheryl Cruz was 
there because they were going on a family 
outing.” 


‘We need you’ 

Recently, FPJ also organized an ama- 
teur basketball league for the kids in the 
Del Monte neighborhood. Tagle said FPJ 
had supplied even the uniforms of the 
kids, whom the actor wanted to pull away 
from the temptation of drugs on the 
streets. This is why FPJ has always encour- 
aged them to use his basketball court in- 
side the FPJ compound, according to 
Tagle. 

"He would even watch the games,” she 
said. 
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Tagle has been crying on and off since she 
learned of FPJ's stroke last Saturday. She 
rushed to the hospital on Sunday and kept 
vigil with the other show biz people—big 
stars and bit players alike—who did not want 
to leave the hospital without catching a 
glimpse of the actor. 

“I was able to see him at the ICU,” Tagle 
related. "I whispered in his ear to get well. I 
told him 1 love him and that small people in 
the movie industry like me needed him, 1 
have not stopped praying for him. Even the 
doctors said only prayers бап help him 
now.” 
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Customs surpasses 
P112-B collection goal 


‘THE BUREAU of Customs surpassed its 2004 collection target of P112 
billion as early as November, boosting the national government's 
chances of posting a lower-than-projected budget deficit this year. 


The government set а deficit ceiling of 
P197.8 billion for this year, but Finance 
Secretary Juanita Amatong said the ac- 
tual figure might be lower than that. 

Customs Commissioner George Jereos 
yesterday said the bureau had collected a 
lite over P113 billion as of end-Novem- 
ber. This, he said, prompted the BOC to 
‘work on meeting its internal projection of 
P121 billion for the whole year. 

"We are a little ambitious. I am opti- 
mistic that we can achieve our internal 
target, although historically, our collec- 
tions taper off starting mid-December,” 
said Jereos in a telephone interview. 

‘The BOCS statistics department said that 
‘as of Dec. 9, the bureau's collection stood at 
115.959 billion, or 83 percent higher 
than its target for the period. The collection 
as of that day was also P16.11 billion or 
16.1 percent more than ће BOC's collec- 
tion in the same period last year. 

For the month of November alone, the 
bureau's collection reached P10.225 bil- 
lion, or 2.8 percent higher than the target 
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(See stock market report on Page B4) 


SHARE prices closed 0.29 per- 
cent lower yesterday in listless 


Stocks close lower 
trading amid an absence of 
fresh leads to inspire investors, 


dealers said. 


Lingering worries about a possible down- 
grade ol the country's credit rating, high ой 
prices and an expected hike in US interest 
rates this week also forced Investors to the 
sidelines, they sald. 

But bargain-hunting interest In index 
heavywelght Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. (PLDT) limited the market's fall 
and helped ease the selling pressure that ex- 
tended from last week. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange compos- 
Ite index shed 5.14 points to 1,748.33. It 
traded between 1,746.98 and 1,759.21. 

‘Volume totaled 887.9 million shares. 
worth P747.7 milion from 1.94 billion 
shares worth P1.08 billion on Friday. 

‘The broader all-shares index fell 9.22 
points to 1,135.12. Losers led gainers 38 to 
17, with 45 stocks unchanged. 

“investors want to see a clear direction 
for the market before going back in. Right 
now, there Is also no exciting news for them. 
to take aggressive positions,” sald Gomer 
Tan of Regina Capital Development Corp. 

"Chart-wise, the market's inabillty to sus- 
tain itself above the 1,800-level suggests 
further weakness towards the 1,700 levels 
ls possible over the near term, before It 
sumes its upward trek again,” sald Jonathan 
Ravelas of Banco de Oro Universal 


Bank, AFP 


of P9.99 billion for the month. It was also 
13 percent higher than the P9.034 billion. 
collected in the same month last year. 

‘The BOC accounts for about 20 per- 
cent of the national government's rev- 
enue collection, making it the second 
biggest revenue earner after the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue (BIR). 

Jereos attributed the BOC' high rev- 
‘enue collection in the first 11 months of 
the year to higher importation of oil 
products and the depreciation of the pe- 
so against the dollar. Since Customs du- 
ties are paid in dollars, changes in the 
foreign exchange rate affect the peso val- 
ue of the agency's collection. 

‘The customs chief also credited ongo- 
ing programs of the agency to improve 
its efficiency for ће high 11-month col- 
lection figure. 

“We really tried our best to improve 
our collection efficiency and increase 
our revenue collection. We succeeded in 
improving our efficiency by 10 percent 
from last year's level,” said Jereos 


ESCAPE FASTER WITH THE NEW 


The BOC earlier said it had started au. 
tomating its operations, allowing compa- 
nies to transact business with the bureau 
through the Internet. This, he said, en- 
couraged prompt payment of duties. 

But while the BOC did not have a hard 
time achieving its 2004 collection target, 
Jereos said its collection performance for 
next year would be challenged by the un- 
certainty that the revenue-raising mea- 
sures pending in Congress would be 
passed this year, and implemented early 
nextyear, 

For 2005, the BOC is tasked to collect 
P138 billion, or 23 percent higher than its 
P112-billion goal for this year. The 2005 
target, he said, already accounted the ad- 
ditional revenue to be generated from 
some of the proposed measures—includ- 
ing the increase of the value-added tax 
rate from 10 percent to 12 percent and the 
hike in alcohol and cigarette taxes. 

Jereos admitted that without the tax 
measures, the BOC might have a hard 
time achieving next year's target. 

Congress earlier committed to ap- 
prove at least three revenue-raising mea- 
sures before the end of the year. But to 
this date, not a single measure has been 
passed. Congress is going on a Christmas 
break next week. 


Z 


DE 
A. E 


E-mail: pr_business@inguirerccom.ph 
‘Website: wwrwing7money.net 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo 


раг 


Latitude 0600 Promo 
E n 
cum 
II |, 


End 


ШТ] 


P45 bilon 


[EEG 


PAS bilon 


Pon 


F35 ilon 


Marz 168 


PAS iion 


Pa bilon 


EEE 


bonds 


Volume 


ET 


"Piübillon 


Er 


PiDbilon 


[X3 


Paion 


[^Y] 


Pelion 


Mario 


PB bilion 


LE 


Pê bilion 


ба 87 


NOTE: The Bureau ol Treasury usualy aucfons Ta dabi papers Mo working days prior o e scheduled issue 


Reuters 


T-bill, T-bond offerings raised 


THE BUREAU of Treasury yesterday said it 
would offer more treasury bills and trea- 
sury bonds in the first-quarter of 2005. 

In a memorandum to government se- 
curities dealers, National Treasurer Nor- 
ma Lasala said that in January, the bu- 
Teau would increase the volume of Fills 
that it was offering during its fortnightly 
auction to as much as P15 billion, or P4 
billion more than the P11 billion worth 
of ТЫП» offered in every auction in the 
fourth quarter of this year. 

‘The volume, she said, would be reduced 
to P12 billion in February and March. 

The Treasury is also raising the 
amount of treasury bonds that it was 
planning to sell every other week in Jan- 
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wary next year to P20 billion, up from P8 
billion this month. 

Tt said that the Tbond offering would 
be reduced to P16 billion in February and. 
March. The bureau presently offers P4 bil- 
lion worth of Fbonds at weekly auctions, 

The Till volume to be offered at each 
auction in January includes P6 billion 
worth of 91-day bills, P4.5 billion worth 
of 182-day bills and P4.5 billion worth of 
364-day bills. 

In February and March, the volumes 
will be reduced to P4.5 billion worth of91- 
day bills, P4 billion worth of 182-day bills 
and P3.5 billion worth of 364-day bills. 

The Treasury will offer Р10 billion 
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REPORTORIAL VIOLATIONS 


PSE suspends PT&T trades 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK Exchange 
has suspended trading of the shares 
of telecommunications firm Philip- 
pine Telegraph and Telephone Corp. 
for violations of reportorial require- 
ments. 

PT&T has not complied with re- 
porting requirements of the PSE such 
as the submission of its annual report 
for the fiscal year ended June 30. It 
has also failed to paid daily fines. 

PT&T, however, told the PSE in a 
letter dated Dec. 10, that it was not 
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able to submit annual report as it was 
in the middle of sensitive negotia- 
tions with its creditors and potential 


As of Dec.9, its share price traded 
at33 centavos apiece. 

T mentioned three main issues that 
needed to be resolved. 

‘These are debt talks with creditors; 
ongoing discussions with prospective 
investors for fresh capital infusion 
and the manner of settlement of li: 
bilities with government entities. 

PT&Ts restructuring efforts іп. 
volve 34 foreign and local lenders, of 


THE ADVANCED THERMOPLASTIC ROOFING | 


which 12 have yet to agree to а таз- 
ter restructuring agreement drafted 
last November 2002. 

The company seid it has tried to 
convince its 12 lenders to join the 
debt restructuring. 

Four of the creditors that have not 
signed, however, have filed cases 
against PTET. 

PTAT said it was likewise pursuing 
prospective investors to support the 
upgrade of its backbone facility. 

In the third quarter, PTET rimmed 
losses to P271 million, from P352 mill 
reported in the same period last year. 
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Tender upper 


IT'S hard to say if the minority stockholders of 
Union Cement, a publicly listed company, are 
holding their breath because they have bad 
breath. 

But in all likelihood, they are doing so be- 
cause they are awaiting word from the Securi- 
Чез and Exchange Commission, or the SEC, 
on the future of their investments in the ce- 
ment company. 

From what gathered, the SEC, the police- 
man of the stock mark meet on Thurs- 
dayen banc. 

Now, it is possible that the commission 
will decide on a tender offer claim оп 
more than 40 percent of the stocks in 
Union Cement. Then again, thé SEC may 
not. 

Lam only certain that those minority stock- 
holders can no longer stand the suspense. The 
SEC, as protector of the public, seems to be 
their only hope. 

AS I previously reported, a large foreign 
group now controls Union Cement. 

"The group is called Cemco Holdings, which 
is affliated with the Swiss cement giant Hold- 
erfin, BN. 

Early this year, Cemco bought the 51 per- 
cent controlling interest of Atlas Cement and 
Bacnotan Consolidated in Union Cement 
Holdings. 

Atlas Cement and Bacnotan Consolidated 
belong to the Phinma group of companies, 
which has long been an “institution” in the lo- 
cal cement industry 

Cemco used to own only 9 percent of 
Union Cement Holdings, but with its acqui- 
sition of the shares of the two companies, 
Cemco naturally gained majority control. 

Now heres the clincher: Union Cement 
Holdings owns 60 percent of the listed Union 
Cement. 
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The holding company bought by Cemco 
from Phinma, as it turned out, had majority 
control of the cement manufacturer—the list- 
ed company itself. 

MOREOVER, before its acquisition of the 
holding company, Gemco by itself owned only 
17 percent of Union Cement. 

In other words, together with its control of 
Union Cement Holdings, Сетсо now enjoys 
majority control of Union Cement. 

It now controls 53 percent of the cement 
company. 

Asa matter of fact, ina special stockholders 
meeting only last month, Union Cement al- 
ready changed its name to Holcim Philip- 
pines. 

Ifthe name rings a bell, it's probably be- 

cause “Holcim” js the trademark of one of 
the world’s largest cement groups based in 
Switzerland, which happens to own Cem- 
co. 
FOLLOWING the transaction between Сетсо 
and Union Cement Holdings, a minority 
stockholder of the listed firm Union Cement 
ranto the SEC for help. 

Thats the National Life Insurance Co. of 
the Philippines, which contended that, under 
SEC rules, Cemco should follow the tender of- 
ferrule 

It means that Cemco should also offer to 
buy out the minority stockholders, under the 
same terms and conditions it gave for its get- 
ting majority control. 

Whadayano—in a stroke of brilliance, 
the SEC department handling the case 
ruled that the transaction of Cemco was 
not covered, after all, by the “mandatory” 
tender offer rule. 

AIL right, fine, but do we take it now thar 

"mandatory" is a relative word? 
THAT department simply adopted the argu- 
ment presented by Сето, which said that 
the rule should apply only to "direct" acquisi- 
tion of shares in the listed company. 

Remember that Cemco bought majority 
control in Union Cement Holdings, which 
is not a listed company, which in turn con- 
trols Union Cement, the listed company. 

All right, from now on, if anybody 
wants to go around the tender offer rule, 
the buyer and the seller of a listed compa- 
ny only have to simply put up a holding 
company. 

Presto—the rule disappears! Nobody ever 
knew that anybody could make things disap- 
pear in law, just like that. It's even better than 
magicl 

Down here in my barangay, we havea term 

for it. We call it NANG-IISA, which roughly 
means, “putting one up over the other" 
What's that—tender upper? 
AND SO National Life Insurance appealed the 
ruling of the SEC department to the SEC en 
banc, the collegial body ruling ultimately on 
cases brought before the commission. 

‘The SEC en banc, as I said, is scheduled to 
meet this Thursday. 

It is therefore a meeting which the other 
minority stockholders of Union Cement will 
watch closely. 

By the way, those are only the little guys in 
the stock market, the same guys who can only 
hope that a big corporation such as National 
Life Insurance has enough clout to take on the 
SEC. 

‘Afterall, the tender offer rule is only strice- 
ly practiced in other countries, precisely tà 
protect minority stockholders and nobody 
else. Meaning, only the publici 
ANY branch of the 324 local branches of 
PNB, the Philippine National Bank, plus its 
branches abroad, accepts cash donations 
for the victims of Violeta, Winnie and Yoy- 
ong. 

The donation will go to а fund called 
“Pagkakaisa ng Bayan.” 

For the sake of our good friend Bong and 
Lito, the fund name still leads to the acronym 
PNB. Get it? 

Launched by the bank early last week, the 
fund will be turned over to the National Disas- 
ter Coordinating Council and to the calamity 
victims. 

But you must deposit your donation to Ac- 
count No. $83-501534-5. 

As if to lead by example, the employees of 
PNB decided to cancel their yearly Christmas 
party. Instead, they donated the party budget 
tothe fund, 

As a matter of fact, the PNB already 
handed over to Gloriaetta a check for 
P500,000 as the employees’ donation to 
the fund. 

Officers of PNB abroad also passed the hat 
around during a concert rour in Europe for 
‘OFWs to raise funds for the victims. 

As you know, PNB is big in the OPW remit- 
tance business. 

10 organized OFW communities abroad 
through various activities such as basketball 
tournaments and concerts, 

If you remember, it was also PNB which, 
last May, became the first financial institution 
ever to raise funds for clean, honest and (ай 
elections. E 

1 know it was able to raise the monéy 
The only thing is, 1 still don't know ifi 
succeeded in its bid for the clean eleg 
tions. 
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Gatchalian back in plastics 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


PLASTICS "king" William Gatchalian has 
gone back to the plastics business through 
publicly listed Metro Alliance Holdings and 
Equities Corp. (Mahec), but as a "mid- 
stream" player or supplier of raw materials 
this time around. 

Gatchalian’s Mahee, which recently took 
over the $350-million Bataan Polyethylene 
Corp. from BP of UK, Petronas of Malaysia 
and Sumitomo of Japan, signed last week a 
six-year supply deal with Iran Petrochemi- 
cal Commercial Co. 

‘The supply agreement with IPPC, a state- 
‘owned company under Iran's Ministry of 
Petroleum, will be good for six years and 
shipments of ethylene or C2 to Mahecs 
Bataan Polyethylene plant will start in 
2005. 

Bataan Polyethylene will use C2 as feed- 
stock in the manufacture of plastic resins in 
its polyethylene plant located at the Petro- 
chemical Complex in Mariveles, Bataan. 

‘The polyethylene plant in Bataan has a 
rated production capacity of 275,000 met- 
ric tons, which is expandable to 400,000 
metric tons, the biggest in the country. 

A well-placed industry source told the In- 
gumer that the Gatchalian family, which 
scaled down its plastics manufacturing 
business a few yearsago, was now going in- 
to the “midstream” level. 

This means that from manufacturing of 
plastic products, the family will instead fo- 
сиз on supplying other domestic plastic 
manufacturers with the raw materials. 

The source said that only the Gokongwei 
group was in the same polyethylene busi- 
ness, but its facility has a smaller capacity. 

The Gatchalians took over Mahec six 
years ago, but it was the first time that it 
"would venture into the mid-stream plastics 
business. 

Since 1998, the Gatchalian family has 


VOLVO MAKATI 


ventured into leisure-oriented Hotel, Waterfront Cebu City Ho- 
businesses through Waterfront tel; Davao Insular Hotel and 
Philippines Inc., which operates newly acquired Manila Pavil- 
the Waterfront Mactan Casino ion. 
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Php 1,500,000,000.00 


Preferred Shares Issue due 2009 


st Metro Investment Corporation 
Issue Manager & Joint Lead Manager 


BPI Capital Corporation 
Joint Lead Manager 


PCI Capital Corporation 
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Union Bank of the Philippines 
Manager 
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Multinational Investment Bancorporation 
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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO MOVE WITH FASHION AND FLAIR, 
IN A STATEMENT THAT IS ALL ABOUT STYLE DEFINED BY 
SUBSTANCE? TO TAKE COMMAND OF CUTTING-EDGE 
PERFORMANCE PERFECTED THROUGH ACTIVE SAFETY? 

DRIVE ONLY THAT WHICH IS DEFINED BY THE FUSION OF 


FORM AND FUNCTION, STYLE AND SUBSTANCE, DESIGN 
AND UTILITY, PERFORMANCE AND SAFETY ~ NEVER JUST 


ONE OR THE OTHER. 
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The market takes a tumble 


LAST week was one, which really tested in- 
vestors’ capacity for absorbing bad news and 
it culminated in a 40-point sell down on Fri- 
day. At the beginning of the week, Moody's 
stated loud and clear that if the Senate did not 
pass some revenue-raising bills before the end 
of the year, they would downgrade us by 1 or 
even 2 notches. This meant that our bonds, al- 
ready rated as junk, would be lowered to 
garbage or even trash. 

‘According to Ron Moody, my close friend, it 
was only my plea for extra time that saved the 
day Tearfully, he downgraded the outlook 
from stable to negative but left the bonds 
alone, The market breathed a sigh of relief 
iat not for long. The next day, FITCH repeat- 
ей the threat almost word for word, and un- 
‘fortunately 1 have no influence there, so the 
market resumed its downtrend. 

‘Then on the following day, the World Bank 
Wrote a warning, which took up five pages оп 
BLOOMBERG. It stated in great detail what 
‘was wrong with the country and what will 
appen if our rating fell two notches. It con- 
cluded with a cryptic "buenas noches." I think 
that was a clue but it is not in the Da Vinci 
code. 

"To make matters worse, the telecom com- 
panies were threatened with a franchise tax 
and PLDT announced a P2-billion foreign ex- 
change loss due to a changeover to interna- 
tional accounting standards. This was not ex- 
pected to affect the bottomline for 2004, but. 
investors threw up their hands in despair and 
the shares fell P55. Then, a government 
spokesperson, Grace Tan, said the cigarette. 
tax would be increased from P10 billion to 
PIS billion and this was the straw that broke 
Camel's back. 

Twas under the impression that Lucio Tan, 
Danding Cojuangco, and Manny Pangilinan 
тап the country, but the President put her foot 
down and demanded some amendments, a 
little bit ofthis and a litte bit of VAT. The pass- 
ing of the amnesty tax and that lateral attri- 
tion tax meant that she was not lying down on 
the job. 

"The franchise tax is dead in the water so 
she will have to extend VAT to cover every- 
thing. The 2-percent increase in excise duty 


Water firms to foot part 
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on petrol will only bring in a modest amount 
and she should have exercised her right to 
add P2 a liter, After all, crude oil has fallen 
from a high of $54 a barrel to just over $40, so 
over the next month or so, we should see 
pump prices fall by as much as P a liter. OF 
course, it will not happen but it should fall by 
at least P3 so she-could have inserted the P2 
during the decline. You can see that 1 take а 
crude interest in oil. 

‘The degree of risk is now so low that a tech- 
nical rally should be imminent but there is a 
rumor that the Senate will only pass the 
cigarette and liquor tax before recessing to 
eat their Christmas pork. However, we should 
see window dressing in the last week of the 
year. The shares most likely to gain are AC, 
ALI, SMPH, FPH, MERB and TEL in that order. 
Anyone who does not have the risk factor at 
his or her fingertips daily cannot be regarded 
asa serious investor. 

Gold shares have been disappointing and 
the only one to be bought by REGIS in sizable 
amounts is PXB, which had a big run up but 
then fell back on local profit taking. LCB and 
MAB were not bought, and therefore, drifted 
a little lower. The dollar, which had fallen to a 
record low against the Euro, suddenly had а 
strong technical rally and the price of gold 
dropped $15 an ounce in a single day. 

The rally is not expected to last as the US is 
running a budget deficit, a trade deficit of 
over $50 billion a month, plus all the money 
being spent on the war in Iraq. Eventually the 
dollar will resume its decline, gold will recov- 
er, and the sector will return to favor. Gold 
shares will really shoot up when a foreign 
company invests a large sum of money into 
опе of these companies and there are rumors 
that talks are already underway. The Supreme 
Court's new ruling will eventually prove high- 


of P500-M Angat rehab 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


PRIVATE concessionaires Manila 
Water Company Inc. and Mayni- 
lad Water Services Inc. will fi- 
nance 60 percent of the estimated 
P500-million rehabilitation of the 
vital tunnel bringing water to An- 
gat Dam, according to Metropoli- 
tan Waterworks and Sewerage 
System Administrator Orlando 
Hondrade. 

‘The 13-km Umiray-Angat tun- 
nel recently was damaged after a 
series of typhoons hit the country. 

‘The two water firms draw their 
supply mainly from the Angat 
Dam. Maynilad and Manila Water 
supply water to 12 million cus- 
tomers in Metro Manila and parts 
of Cavite. 

Antonino T. Aquino, Manila 
Water president, told the Inguinen 
that the 60 percent repair cost 
would be equally divided be- 
tween the two private conces- 
sions. The MWSS would shoulder 
the remaining 40 percent. 


Bank chair cleared of estafa charges 


TWO OFFICIALS of Urban Bank 
Ine. have been cleared of estafa 
charges after the Supreme Court 
approved the motion of the Solic- 
itor General to withdraw the cas- 
es against them last Nov. 30. 

Cleared were Arsenio M. Bar- 
tolome Ill, board chair, and Cora- 
топ M. Bejasa, secretary of UBI. 

‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas and the Philippine Deposit 
Insurance Corp. filed the charges 
against Bartolome and Bejasa, in 
connection with the reported clo- 
sure of Urban Bank on April 26, 
2000. 


cretion. 


According to Aquino, the 
shared resources of the three 
agencies will ease the burden of 
government. 

Hondrade said that the P500- 
million figure was just an initial 
estimate. The rwo companies and 
their consultants would also help 
їп the assessment of the full ex- 
tent of the damage to the Umiray- 
Angat water tunnel. 

"They will render financial and 
technical assistance," Hondrade 
said in another interview. 

То clear the logs and mud now 
clogging the Umiray-Angat water 
tunnel in Bulacan, hauling equip- 
ment would have to be brought in 
by helicopters imported from 
Malaysia as road networks re- 
main inaccessible. 

"The water tunnel had to be 
cleared from the outside and the. 
only means now is by air,” Hon- 
drade said. 

As for the water supply situa- 
tion, the foreseen 10 to 15 per- 
cent reduction in the water sup- 


Judge Zeus C. Abrogar of the 
Makati Regional Trial Court origi- 
nally dismissed the cases against 
the two after finding them not 
guilty of the charges. But the Of- 
fice of the Solicitor General ap- 
pealed the lower court's decision 
with the Court of Appeals, alleg- 
ing that there was “abuse of dis- 


But the CA found that the "find- 
ings and conclusions" of Judge Ab- 
тоўаг were "based on evidence and. 
information submitted to the court 
and did not constitute an abuse of 
discretion on bis part.” 


would only have a 
pact. 
"The foreseen 


interruptions to the 


president Aquino. 


Bulacan and 


provinces. 
But according to 
mandate, household 


tion is usually cut off. 


consumers. 


draw 


Bartolome and Bejasa. 


In 2001, Urban Bank merged 
with the Export industry Bank. АЙ 
assets and liabilities of UBI and of 
its investment house affiliate have 
been absorbed by EIB. АП Urban 
Bank and ULL depositors and cred- 
itors have also been fully paid. 


ply for both concession areas 


reduction of 
about 10 percent is still manage- 
able and we could still supply our 
customers. There might be slight 


hour and 12-hour water supply 
delivery but this would only be 
temporary" noted Manila Water's 


Located in Norzagaray, Bula- 
can, the dam also supplies the 
potable and irrigation water in 


tion is a priority. Water for irriga- 


According to Ramon B. Ali 
pala, National Water Resources 
Board executive director, water 
officials have yet to decide how 
much irrigation water would be 
diverted for the use of household 


Again, the Department of Jus- 
tice, through the OSG, elevated 
the case to the Supreme Cour. 
On June 28, the OSG filed with 
the high court a motion to with- 

its appeal. The Supreme 
Court approved the petition, ter- 
minating the cases filed against 


ly beneficial to the country as we are said to 
possess at least $800 billion worth of gold, 
plus silver and copper. 

‘ACis making a reverse split of 1 for 50. This 
is rather unusual as itis normally carried out 
by mining or oil stocks with a par value of 1- 
centavo being converted into one peso. In the 
‘case of AC and ALI, foreign brokers do virtual- 
ly all the buying and selling with very little 
done by local brokers. A price of P6.30 looks 
like a middleweight in the Phisix but at 11.5 
cents; it is a flyweight in dollars. So multiply- 
ing the price by 50 $5.75 makes it look more 
respectable to overseas investors. 

If you are a stockholder with 1,000 shares, 
it will be reduced to 20 NEW shares but the 
price will increase to P315, so its value will re- 
main the same. Expect ALI to follow suit and 
would not be in the least surprised if SMPH 
joins in as well. At present, the minimum lot 
ofall three is 1,000, but in the case of the new 
AC shares, this will be reduced to 10. OF the 
others in the Ayala Group, Globe is already a 
heavyweight, though it looks as if it has been. 
on a diet recently, BPI is barely large enough 
atalmost $1. 

By next week, we will know whether the 
Senate has carried out its promise to pass 
three or four bills and the market will react 
accordingly. Everybody knows that a down- 
grading will result in higher borrowing costs 
and a weaker peso, so 1 am hoping that the 
two parties can put aside their differences and 
prevent this from happening. If they don't 
then I belong to the 84 percent who believes 
they should forgo their pork. They have the 
power. They must use it or lose it. 

1s there an intelligent travel agent among 
my readers? I want to book an eight-day holi- 
day to Thailand over Christmas, as it is the on- 
ly time that I do not have to write my daily 
newsletter. Ihave a seasonal quotation, which 
is acceptable, but they want to charge me the 
full rate for a child who is sharing a bed and 
not eating in the hotel. Usually, she is free be- 
cause you pay for the room but I have no ob- 
jection to paying a nominal amount. Anyone, 
‘who can help, please e-mail me as soon as 
possible as 1 am running out of time and pa- 
tence. mrbearbull@hotmail.com 


Pre-need 
sales up 
25% to 
P3.34B 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


slight im- 


PRE-NEED firms sold a total of 
P3.34 billion worth of plans in 
October, 25 percent higher than 
the P2.68 billion the firms sold in 
the same period last year. 

Ina monthly sales report to the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, the number of plans sold 
grew 18.25 percent to 49,817 in 
October from 42,130 during the 
same month last year. 

Life plans accounted for the 
biggest increase in terms of num- 
ber of plans sold, surging 173 
percent year-on-year in October 
1020,517 from 7,507. 

In peso terms, life plans ex- 
panded 239 percent to P677.04 
million in October from P199.26 
million last year. 

Education plans grew 23 per- 
cent to P1.1 billion from P893 
million while pension plans 
slipped 1.2 percent in October to 
P1.56 billion from P1.58 billion 
in the same month last year. 

From January to October, gross 
sales grew 21.12 percent to P32.08 
billion from P2649 billion. The 
number of plans rose a mere 0.18 
percent to 433,498 from 432,708, 

For the ten-month period, edu- 
cation plans rose 12.2 percent to 
P11.49 billion from P10.23 bil- 
lion last year despite a decrease 
inthe number of plans sold dueto 
an increase in prices. 

Among the biggest education 
plan sellers for the ten-month pe- 
riod were Philam Plans Inc. with 
P3.3 billion and Prudentialife 
Plans with P2 billion. 
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LandBank sets aside P1B for Davao City 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE STATE-owned Land Bank of 
the Philippines has earmarked 
close to P1 billion in fresh lending 
to Davao City, in line with its 
thrust to help viable local govern- 
ment units struggling with the 
fragile fiscal position, 

In a recent press briefing, 
Landbank president Gary Teves 
said the bank had finalized a 
970-million 10-year loan facility 
for Davao, which would be dis- 
bursed over the next two years. 

Of the total amount, P320 mi 
lion would be allotted for the con- 
struction of farm-to-market roads 
while P150 million would finance. 
drainage systems. 


The remaining P100 million 
should cover urban development 
and land reform. 

‘The loan aims to help Davao of- 
cials in relocating squatters or in- 
formal settlers, enhance the citys 
drainage system and complete oth- 
er urban development projects. 

The bank is tying to get 
Japan's Bank for International 
Cooperation to help with the pro- 
ject for Davao. 

‘The credit line for the city is part 
of an overall development package 
for Davao which requires approval 
from the National Economic and 
Development Authority 

Cebu takes up Landbanks 
biggest portfolio among LGUs. 
The government unit has an out- 


ofthe facility. 


city’s assignment of 
revenue allotment. 


percent from the level 
period last year. 


standing loan of P4 billion. 

Teves said that LGUs had a 
credit line with Landbank that re- 
mained largely unutilized. He es- 
timated the amount would be 
about P8 to P12 billion. 

The bank is encouraging all 
LGUs with resources to make use 


In the case of Davao, the lend- 
ing shall be partly backed by the 


Landbank's total outstanding 
loans to LGUs reached P19.5 bil- 
lion as of end-October, up by 19 


“In view of the national gov- 
ernment’s belt-tightening mea- 


sures, LGUs need to play a greater 
role in pump-priming local 
economies through development 
projects,” Teves said. “Landbank 
remains the major source of fi- 
nancing for LGU projects because 
же recognize their vital role in 
countryside development.” 

The loan assistance benefited 
42 provinces, 51 cities and 408 
municipalities nationwide. 

LGUs in the Visayas received 
the largest share with P6.5 billion, 
followed by LGUs in North and 
Central Luzon with P3.5 billion. 

LGUs in the National Capital 
Region received P3,3 billion, 
while Mindanao and Southern 
Luzon-based LGUs received P3.1 

n each. 
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PHILIPPINE Telegraph and Telephone Corp. requested and was granted 
voluntary trading suspension, effective Dec. 13 until it has complied with 
its requirements with the Securities and Exchange Commission. 

EVER Gotesco Resources and Holdings inc. disclosed the sharehold- 
ings of the following newly elected directors: Jose Go (258,022,601), 
Joel Go (100,000), Evelyn Go (2,371,315), Lourdes Ortiga (81), Cristina 
‘Aragon (8,401), Dionicio Yao (10) and Sy Chun Sui (10). 

VICTORIAS Milling Co. Inc. elected Hubert Tubio as director, replacing 
Aristotle Villaraza, who resigned. 

DMCI Holdings Inc. confirmed signing a memorandum with the town of 
Concepcion, Iloilo for exclusive mutual cooperation for a coal-fired pow- 
er plant project. 

ASIAN Terminals Inc. elected Nicholas Antony West as director, replac- 
ing Richard Setchell, who resigned. 

MATSUSHITA Electric Philippines Corp. is now Panasonic Manufactur- 
ing Philippines Corp., following SEC approval of the change In name. 
Compiled by D.J. Yap, PD! Research 


CURRENCIES 


‘December 13, 2004 
Country 
United States 


Peso 
Equivalent 


56.3350 
05358 
107.8097. 
12482 
485479 
459915 
34.0661 
42.2048 
1494207 
150227 
359634 
00061 
14194 
15.3405 
MSHS 
189680 
20.3229 
100288 
12654 
148270 
49676 
305881 
97322 
00528 
1.7358 


Euro 
Equivalent 
0756029334 
0007191 
1.448174 
0097248. 
0851525 
0817217 
0457175 
0266200 
2005383 
0201608 
0455796 
0000082 
0019048 
0205874 


1 
0254585 
0272738 
0.134589 
0016282 
0198982 
0050887 
0531255 
0.130608 
0000708 
0.023295 


T-bill, T-bond . . . 


From page Bl 
worth of bonds at each fort- 
nightly auction in January, and 
PS billion worth of bonds at each 
auction in February and March. 
"The Philippines is Asia's largest 
sovereign debt issuer after Japan. 
The Treasury had offered to 


Dollar 
Equivalent 
1.000000 
0009511 
1915500 
0120627 
0881772 
0816103 
0.604705 
0749176 
2652520 
0.265667 
0502882 
0000108 
0025195 
0272308 
1322700 
0.336700 
0.360750 
0.178021 
0022462 
0263193 
0088180 
0702891 
0.172758 
0.000937 
0.030812 


sell up to P16 billion worth of 
treasury bonds each month last 
October and November. 

“The Philippines issues treasury 
bills and treasury bonds, which 
have a maturity of two to 25 years, 
to help fund its budget deficit. 

With areport from Reuters 
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TLC the travel and leisure 


card offers free travel 


TRAVEL and Leisure for the com- 
mon Filipino, in light of the coun- 
trys economie crisis and growing 
discrepancy between the Philippine 
peso and the US dollar, has become. 
ап unreachable commodity. Unless 
you define'travel as being in anoch- 
ег сошигу to enter its labor force, a 
greater majority of Filipinos are not 
actively involved in ће US$4 tril- 
lion global industry of travel. 

А new concept which merges one 
of the most powerful international 
travel discount cards with a unique 
business opportunity that comes 
with free travel or the opportunity 
to see the world absolutely free is 
about to pave the way for the new 
Filipino traveler. TLC Global Travel- 
er Inc has recently released one of 
the most powerful and benefit 
packed business in the country to- 
day. Known as The Ultimate Travel 
and Leisure Card or TLC, its unique 
selling proposition is that it offers 
the most powerful international 
travel discount card which gives the 
card holder 50 percent off on over 
5,500 hotels and resorts in six conti- 


nents all over the world through its 
partner ITC-50, based in Chicago, 
ill., and up to 30 percent discount 
on over 10,000 local establishments 
and hotels all over the Philippines. 
Apart from these huge international 
and local discounts, TLC cardhold- 
ers also enjoy peace-of-mind by be- 
ing protected by two of the leading 
24/7 emergency medical and road- 
side assistance of Lifeline Arrows 
and Wheeler's Club Inc. And if these 
benefits aren't enough, each TLC 
cardholder is also enjoys the АТМ 
and Debit facility of the Philippine. 
National Bank (PNB). 

"These, by far, are the current 
benefits being enjoyed by every TLC 
Cardholder. Many more privileges 
are in the offing by next year 2005," 
according to TLC GTI managing di- 
rector Henry Reyes, "The biggest 
advantage to being a TLC card hol 
eris the unique business opportu 
ty which comes packaged with 
It's the only business opportunity in 
the Philippines today which allows 
you to earn Free Travel points to 
hundreds of destinations all over 


the world. For as little as 32 points 
you can be on your way to 
Hongkong, for freel or 86 points 
gets you free ticket to Sydney!” 
Reyes also adds, "You cant go 
wrong with your TLC business. 
Global travel is 0554 trillion indus- 
try and Direct Selling is US$29 bil- 
lion Philippine Industry. This, to- 
gether with TLC's powerful all in 
опе card benefits, means that the 
only one who can define when and 
where you can travel for free is 
youl” 

With its thousands of features 
and benefits, it not surprising that 
TLC is now the preferred travel 
companion of thousands of Fil- 
ipinos including local celebrities. A 
quiek look in to their audio video 
presentation shows TLC Cardhold- 
ers, TJ Manotoc, Brad Turvey, LJ 
Moreno, Rachel Lobangco, and 
Daisy Reyes among the many 
celebrity shopping and travel bugs 
who flash their TLC cards. For more 
information about the ultimate 
travel card, or log on to 
www.1000inlcard.com 


CYA IS GE DISTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR 


GE Consumer and industrial president-CEO Lloyd 
Trotter (2nd from left) presents the Distributor of 
the Year Award to CYA founder and patriarch 
Chan Yec An (3rd from left}and his general man- 
ager Franklin Chan (3rd from right). Joining them. 
also from GE are Сё1 president-CEO for America 


Jim Campbell (2nd from right), GE C& presi- 
‘dent-CEO for Asia Dan Smytka (1st from left) and. 
C& Asia - appliances general manager Jeho Ryu. 
The award recognizes the performance of CYA for 
2004 in terms of outstanding marketing efforts, 
sales growth and sales amount. 


Zuellig Foundation sets up 
center for relief operations 


THE ZUELLIG Foundation has set up an emer- 


ей relief goods to approximately 6,490 families 


gency operations center for the Corporate Net- 
‘work for Disaster Response (СОА) to assist in 
sending donations to the families affected by 
the recent typhoons Unding, Violeta, Winnie 
and Yoyong. 

‘Among the activities in the center are: (1) co 
ordination of responses and matching it with 
the needs of affected families in evacuation cen- 
ters; (2) actual delivery of assistance, coursed 
through several channels: CNDR members, De- 
partment of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD), national and regional disaster coordi- 
nating councils, partner NGO's and church or- 
ganizations. As of today, CNDR has mobilized at 
least P 10M worth of emergency assistance for 

-five thousand families. 

Zuellig Pharma Corp donated medicines as 
well as relief kits for evacuation centers in 
Cauayan and Dagupan containing beddings, 
blankets, mosquito nets and clothes. The Zuel- 
lig Foundation is coordinating emergency 
health teams from various hospitals to be de- 
ployed to affected areas as soon as situation has 
stabilized. GlaxoSmithKline is also donating 
medicines. ABS CBN, Coca Cola Foundation, 
Microsoft Phils, Petron Foundation have provid- 


in Roxas, Occidental and Oriental Mindoro, 
Dingalan, Aurora, Bicol, Calapan, Quezon, and. 
Camarines Sur. 

‘An energy sector-wide response for food as- 
sistance worth P8 million was generated from 
Petron, Pilipinas Shell, UNOCAL/Philippine 
Geothermal, PNOC, Meralco/Quezon Power, 
“Transco, Mirant, CAL Energy, PMR, CBK Power 
Co, and First Gas. The Zuellig Foundation, An- 
dres Soriano, American Chamber, and Makati 
Business Club are doing resource mobilization 
for CNDR, while ABS CBN is continuously con- 
ducting telethon for donations and Philippine 
Business for Social Progress will conduct fund 
drive for CNDR emergency operations, 

IBM Phils is supporting NDCC operations 
center and repacking areas in Camp Aguinaldo. 
Petron, Pilipinas Shell and Sea Oil have offered 
the use of all their service stations as drop-off 
point for any goods and medicine donations for 
NDR. Hands on Manila is mobilizing their vol- 
unteers to support CNDR EOC and NDCC oper- 
ations. 

For those who are interested to send dona- 
tions in cash or in kind, please contact: 893- 
1449, 892-2871 and 815-9678. 
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INTEL MANAGERS TO GET ATENEO MBA 
Intel Corp, the world's leading microprocessor manufac- 
turer has signed an agreement with the Ateneo Graduate 
School of Business (AGSB) allowing their employees and 
‘managers to avail of an Ateneo MBA. AGSB offers standard 
MBA programs as well as the MBA for Middle Managers 
and the prestigious Ateneo-Regis MBA Executive Degree 


Program. Photo shows (AGSB) assistant dean and execu- 
tive director of the Regis Program Albert Buenviaje (3rd 
from left) with Intel Phils GM Peter Iredale during the con- 
tract signing. With them are (from left): Intel and AGSB of- 
ficers Bigette Vinuya, Ric Palo, Elizabeth Arriola, Haidee 
Poquiz, Enah Alacantara-Isidro and Jun Bulos. 


SM mixes food with music 

THERE are a number of delicious reasons why mall goers frequent the SM. 
Supemals. Just when you thought the place was only for savoring thou- 
‘sands of appetizing food and refreshing drinks, now you can relax and un- 
‘wind as you Esten to ive band performances of today's hot artists atthe SM 
Food Music Zone. The Food Music Zone or ЕМ? carries a hip and vibrant 
personality that wil surely attract today’s outgoing generation of mall goers. 
SM City Manila is the first of the SM Supermalls to showcase what РМ? has 
to ofer. FMZ is a prime gimmick pace where the young and even the 
young-atheart can unwind and catch up on each others stories, choose 
their meal from a variety of food stalls as they listen to the wonderful selec- 
tions of the performing artists. Si 

nearby schools and offices сал easly go and have their lunch or dinner. FMZ 


GATE 


UCC COFFEE SOON TO BREW AT WESTGATE CENTER 


Coffee lovers will soon enjoy a differ- 
ent catfee experience with the open- 
ing of UCC Coffee this first quarter of 
2005 at the Westgate Center, Alabang, 
UCC Coffee, a total coffee company, 
also offers a delectable all-day dining 
fare and a menu of unique Japanese 


fusion dishes as well. Seen in the. 
photo (from left) are UCC Coffee Phils 
‘ownar Hubert Young, Westgate Cen- 
ter project head Anton Hechanova, 
Westgate Center marketing manager 
Lani de Leon and Westgate Center se- 
nior leasing official Mike Hilario. 


A gift of 
health and 


comfort 

THE HAPPY Feet Con- 

tour Comfort Sandals 

were conceptualized to 

cater to clientele who 

preter lighter sandals, 

but stil with the trademark comfort Happy Feet is known for. Using 
lightweight polyurethane soles, real leather upper, and a well padded sock 
liner backed by arch and heel supports, these sandals give comfort to the vi- 
tal areas of your feet. Happy Feet Contour Comfort Sandals, ке the ever. 
popular Happy Feet wooden orthopedic sandals, will fast become symbols. 
of Classic - Casual - Comfort wear, the three (3) C's which Happy Fest try to. 
incorporate into every sandal they make. It is available in regular Happy Feet 
outlets such as SM Department Stores, Cinderella, Health Express, Land- 
mark and Jonels. A perfect gift ot health and comfort this Yuletide Season. 


Whitest teeth only at Perfect Smile 
STILL wondering how your favorite celebrities get 

those almost sparking whit teh or why models 

in poster ads, billboards and TV commercial can. 

easily smile and ish hose oh-so perfect while 

teeth? Like Knstine Hermosa, you can now get the 

whitest teeth you have always dreamed ol. Thanks 

{o Рвп Smile Teeth Whitening Salon, the first 

and orginal teeth whitening salon which frst 

| opened п Giorgi 2 last year, has now moved at = 
the Medical Plaza Makati. This is to provide excel- 2] 
Iont, fast and convenient services to its distinct 

bread of clients which consists тозу of celebrities, movie stars, tha so- 
cialıte circle and known media personalities. For more information, call Per- 
fect Smile Dental Salon at 892-9058 or drop by Suite 1202 of Medical Plaza 
Makati, Amorsolo St. Makati or emallatinfotdoneperfecismit com. 


хл. 


offers a wide range of delectable meals and cool drinks courtesy of Bodhi 
Vegetarian Health Food, Inihaw Express, Kamay-Kalnan, Beer Station, Kusi- 
na ni Gracia, Chicken Company, Magic Wok and Sizzling Plate with Dencio's 
and Marina opening soon. What's more, PC gamers and internet users will 
soon flock to FMZ when Compass Intemet opens its new branch within the 
entertainment area. The Food Music Zone at lower ground floor east wing 
‘SM City Manila, which opens at 9 a.m. up to 9 p.m., is just the first of many 
FMZs that wil soon transform the dining experience of our regular patrons 
аз well as complement nicely with their shopping experience. 


AGRILINK AWARDS 2GO LOGISTICS CEO 


The foundation for Resource Link- 
age and Development Inc (FLRD), 
organizers of Agrilink/Foodlink 
2004 recently awarded 260 Logis- 
tics president and CEO Klaus. 
Schroeder (2nd from left), with a 
plaque of appreciation for being 
the over-all chair of the said event. 


Antonio Roces, president of the 
FLRD (2nd from right) shook 
hands with Schroeder, as he also 
congratulated the latter for a suc- 
cessful brand launch of the Aboitiz 
freight group, 260 - the newest 
Aboitiz brand that handles freight, 
express, solutions and logistics. 


The Wonderful X-mas Show 


THE MOST wonderful Christmas show is set to 
send shopping troops again to SM Megamall, 
for the biggest shopping event of the year — 
The 2nd Wonderful Christmas Gift and Food 
Show and The 2nd Great Christmas Toy Show 
set for Dec. 16 to 19, at the Megatrade Hall 2, 
5th Level, Bldg. B of SM Megamall. Shop for 
unique gift items, personal accessories, leather 
goods, fashion articles, garments, delectable 
food treats, and the best toys in the planet 
‘over 150 booths. Organized by Neotrade 
prises, it's a one stop shop for exciting pre- 
sents, toys and Christmas food treats , plus ex- 
citing activities for the entire family. Asi 
fantastic things to shop for, there will be fun ac- 
tivities for the entire family. For the Toy savvy 
popular celebrities will feature for the 2nd 
straight year, their favorite toys In the show's 
Celebrity Toy Museum. Among the celebrities 
who will showcase thelr prized toys are 0; 
ccasid, Michael V., Ding Dong Dantes, Melissa 
Gibbs, and many others. 
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Erratum 


In the article “Hope Empowers 
Visayas”, which appeared in the “PBSP 
at 34” Supplement in the Dec. 9, 2004 
issue of the Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Juan Miguel del Gallejo was- erro- 
neously identified as the chair of the 
PBSP Visayas Regional Committee. Del 
Gallejo is actually the former chair. 
The current chair is John E Domingo. | | 
Our deepest apologies to Juan Miguel 
del Gallejo and John Domingo. 
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Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) 
‘and the 

German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) 


congratulate 
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Recognition Rites wil be hold ai 5:30PM tonight at the Bayview Plaza Hotel, Roxas Boulevard, Manila. 
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FOR SALE 
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и. SWEAT PIMPLES KELOD. 
‘ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
15 Annapolis Greets 
al 7276124- 2500-79 


VOSTO Skin Clinic Rapi apid 
Te Comp Lab Ты. 217 
Haven 2178P. Tano Mato 


GARMA CLINIC 
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ES 
CONN ETELABORATORY 
No, Purdue St, Cubao, 
QC. back of 
Stella Maris College 
OPEN 8AM to 6 PM 
MON to SAT, 
Tel, 4392706 9139474. 


(1) Office/Residential 


Condo Unit for Sale (3.1M) 


4th & Sth Firs. wi Atle, 
0-4-3 Sunshine Cond. 
9633 Kamagong St., SA Village, 
Макай City 
Floor area of 111.60 square meters 
For Inquiries contact: 
Rey Jaucian - 4940012-13 
Mobile No. 09193580236/ 
E-mail: jaucian@pana.com.ph 


Brokers are Welcome! 
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RESIDENTIAL UNITS FOR SALE 
OR LEASE TO OWN 

1,2,3 BEDROOM AND PENTHOUSE AVAILABLE 

IN-HOUSE OR BANK FINANCING UP TO 10 YRS. 

AGENTS/BROKERS ARE WELCOME 

CALL: 

910-0372 / 687-2363 / 631-3929 


#15 J. ESCRIVA DRIVE, ORTIGAS, PASIG CITY 
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ITEMS FOR SALE 


WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 
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RATES 
P75 per line 
O ss sd d YAD 


DEADLINES 

for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays. ndajs 
12:00 noon 

Day before publication 


P245 per column centimeter 


every Thursday 


Thailand Campus 


Learn about Gems & Jewelry 


From the world’s foremost authority in gemology 
70+ year history of excellence in education 
over 300,000 students worldwide 


GIA Graduate Gemologist Diploma 


The most recognized gemological credential 


G.G. Program starts February 14, 2005. 
GIA Thailand Campus 


Bisco Tower-12" Fl., 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 / 77 Fax; (662) 236-9829 
giathai @ksc.th.com wowgiathailand.com 


IMMIGRATION AUSTRALIA 


ELPIDIO JNR. BAUTISTA 
epee шуа Ago: VARN 0002606 
Та No (2) 331-4046 0r 02195-0180 
CetPhane- 0915-4013817 
Ena pda 9p cn au 
FREE SEMINAR." S30 PM o E0PM 
16 Deconbor 2004 
VENUE: ESTOSAN GARDEN HOTEL 
Gov. Gaterez d. Cotto Cay 
Tel Na 0844-216777 
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NOTICE 
"to zy isang patalastas upang ipaaiam sa lahat па. 
mayroong LABAS SA HUKUMAN KASUNDUANNG 
MGA TAGAPAGMANA ni LUCIA DILLERA al 
PAGBAUBAYA па ninolaryo ni Ally. Zenaida O 
Baimas noong Nov. 18, 2004 as per Doc. No. 402. 
Page No. 81. Boot No, 4: Series ot 2004 in Ouzon 
Cily. PAGPAPAUBAYA sa buong karapatan sa 
MARCO POLO LAND PROPERTIES. INC. na тау Ё 
pahairang sulat at kalakalan sa 65-A Maginoo St.. B 
Diman. Quezon Ciy sa kataunan ni IMELDA D. SAN 
PEDRO at TEODORO 1. LIM ay magkatuwang Ё 
паррарадвпер ng kanteng KASUNDUAN (MOA) na 
тоу ni Aly, Bamas noong Nov. 18. 2004 as 
рег Doc. No. 403; Page No. B1; Book Ко. 4; Savas 


912004 in Quezon Caty upang maisaayos ang lahat 


NOTICE 
THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT KOOKIES 
INTERNATIONAL RECRUITMENT AGENCY, INC 
WITH PRESENT OFFICE ADDRESS AT 4F THE 
STATION POINT, 3298 MAGSAYSAY BLVD., STA 
MESA, MANILA, METRO MANILA, IS APPLYING FOR 
LIGENSE WITH THE PHILIPPINE OVERSEAS 
EMPLOYMENT ADMINISTRATION (POEA). ITS 
OFFICERS/INCORPORATORS ARE: ARMANDO J. 
ZOLETA (PRESIDENT), ANGELINE О. IGUCHI VICE 
PRESIDENT) JOCELYN T. MATEO (SECRETARY), 
ROLANDO D. ZOLETA (TREASURER) AND 
FREDERICK О. RAMOS (DIRECTOR). 
С 
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of Jolo, Sulu and Bacolod City, Negros Occidental 


“absent 
from 

the body 
to be 
present 
with the 


In Loving Memory 
of our Dearly Beloved 


MARIANO “NANO” 
ABLAZA LIMJAP 


Peacefully joined his Creator on December 12, 2004 
at the age of 75. 


His beloved wife SOPHIE TRINIDAD; children LITA 
& VINCE HENSON, BOBOY & GERTY, MIKE & 
CYNTHIA, AYEE & LIEL PASCUAL, BISO & NICKY 
VILLASENOR, MINA & TOTI REFORMADO, 
MANNY & RUBY; grandchildren Melissa, Paolo, 
Vanessa & Hank, Juno, Marlon, Marco, Roberta, Carla, 
Martin, Denise, Patricia, Nicolo, Carissa, Carmela and 
Benjam; brothers Jake and Toti; sister Monina Alvarez, 
request you to join in celebrating NANO’S coming 
home to the Lord. 


| His remains lie in state at the Capilla de la Virgen, 
Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Funeral Mass will be on Thursday, December 16,2004 
at 1:00 P.M. at the Capilla dela Virgen, Santuario de 
San Antonio, Forbes. Cremation shall follow at the 


Peacefully joined the Lord оп Decemtber 12, 2004 atthe age of 33. 


She will be most missed by her brothers and sister Orlando (t), 
Ladavien, Sr. (РА i 
Racquel ct). Conching. Ов 


grent grandnieces. 
Her body lies in state at Rolling Hills Memorial Chapel, 
Bacolod City, Negros Occidental. 
Interment will be on Thursday, December 16, 2004 after 
Жз 200 PM service. 


“ARNG: 


An obituary with a 
picture ean be a fitting 
tribute to your departed 
loved one. 


Always caring... 
INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


WE ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and 
bank-to-bank 
payments 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


9 Copy of Death Certificate 
Any identification 
document (L.D.) 


i 


| DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT « MESSAGE OF THANKS 
* DEATH ANNIVERSARY • REQUIEMS 


Heritage Park, Fort Bonifacio, at 3:00 Р.М. 


In lieu of fl 
Parish Development Foundation will be appreciated. 


OS (52 


lowers, donations to 


تو 
bi‏ 
й‏ 


En memoria de: 


ENRIQUE B. PICORNELL 


Diciembre 21, 1936 – Diciembre 10, 2004 


"For God so loved the 
worid, that He gave us 
His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in 


Him shali not perish 


have £verlasting life." 


but 


John 3:16 


UST Publishing House took launch 


THE UST Publishing House will hold Part 2 of the book 
launching on Dec. 11, at the Thomas Aquinas Research 
Complex Auditorium at 10 a.m. Part 1 was held last Aug. 10 
wherein 24 titles of books were launched, This time 16 new 
books will be launched to attain its goal of producing 40 titles 
every year. Rev. Fr. Rolando V. dela Rosa, О.Р, chair of the 
Commission on Higher Education is guest of honor. Rev. Fr. 
Tamerlane R. Lana, O.P, Rector of the University will present 
the first copies of the books to the authors. He will be assisted 
by Dr. Mecheline Zonia I. Manalastas, Director of the UST 
Publishing House. 


Get Up Close and Personal 
features Rep. Mikey Arroyo 


THE one-on-one interview by Marissa Del Mar with Rep. Arroyo 
will discuss candidly various issues and his expectations from his 
fellow neophyte lawmakers on proposed measures and enactments 
that they intend to pass. Up Close and Personal will feature the 
most-talked-about Presidential Son, with his very intriguing life- 
story Congressman Miguel "Mikey" Arroyo, in its episode on 
Dec.14, at IBC 13, 11 p.m. "Up Close and Personal.. “has and will 
¢ontinue to feature other lawmakers and various people in 
government so that they can present their programs of action Їп 
Tine with the thrust of her excellency, president Gloria Macapng: 
Arroyo, for complete transparency. This will provide opportunities 
for the country’s lawmakers to share to the public, more especially 
their constituents, their legislative agenda by way of person-to- 
person interviews. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


American Studies Association 
of the Philippines (ASAP) 
General Conference 


THE AMERICAN Studies Association of the Philippines (Asap) 
will hold its Annual General Conference on Saturday, Dec. 11 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Conference Hall, 4/F Dalupan 
Building, University of the East (UE), C.M. Recto Avenue, 
Manila. Е 

The theme: "Religious Convergences@Asap 2004.com.” 
takes on a new track by exploring the interdisciplinary 
convergences between religion and related disciplines and by 
revisiting the contributions of religious organization to 
Philippine education. ASAP 2004's aims are: 1) to explore 
the relationship between religion and science, religion, 
languages and literature, religion and politics and other issues, 
and b) as an offshoot of the conference on Thomasite 
contribution to Philippine education, re-evaluate the 

butions of different waves of American religious groups 
lippine education. 

The Keynote Address shall be given by Bro. Andrew Gonzalez 
Presidential Adviser on Research and Academic Affairs, DLSU; 
Dr. Bruce Armstrong, Cultural Affairs Officer, US Embassy in 
Manila, shall give the Opening Message. Invited speakers are 
nationally and internationally known scholars with expertise 
on the interdisciplinary areas of religion and religious history, 

All lifetime and regular members of Asap are invited. For 
registration and reservations call up 735-8539, UE College of 
Arts and Sciences-Manila. 


Entrego su alma al Seftor despues de recibir sus 
Santos Olios en Burlingame, California 


Hijo del defunto Sr. Miguel M. Picornell y la defunta 
Sra. Maria C. Barranquero de Picornell. 


Su deconsolada familia- hermanas Magda B. Picornell de Anson 
y Rosemarie B. Picornell de Shidner; cuñados Jose Anson y 
Rodney Shidner; sobrinos y sobrinas. 


El entierro sera el Lunes, 13 de Diciembre 2004 en el Skylawn Memorial 
Park en Half-Moon Bay, California despues de la Misa Requiem que se 
celebrara en la Iglesia de St. Matthew en San Mateo, California. 


Rogad a Dios por su alma. 


NFA continues relief operations 
in typhoon affected areas 


THE NATIONAL Authority continues to release rice for typhoon 
victims and assures the availability and stability of rice in areas 
affected by the series of typhoons that recently hit the country. 

As of Dec. 4, the food agency had already released a total of 
22,187 bags of rice to typhoon Winnie and Yoyong victims. 

МЕА Administrator Gregorio Y. Tan, Jr. said the agency is 
coordinating with relief agencies such as the National Disaster 
Coordinating Council (NDCC), Philippine National Red Cross 
(PNRC), Department of Social Welfare and Development 
(DSWD) and the local government units (LGUs) in the affected 
areas for the issuance of relief assistance in accordance with 
the existing memorandum of agreements between the NFA and 
the said agencies. 

"Tan also assured that NFA maintains sufficient rice stocks in 
the worst hit areas of Regions Ш, IV and V to meet the relief 
requirements of the typhoon victims, 

In accordance with the NFA’ disaster preparedness MOAS 
with relief agencies, rice issuances were as follows: NDCC, 8,465 
bas GUs, 6,864 bags; DSWD, 2,196 bags; PNRC, 1,200 bags; 
legislators, 50 bags; non-government organizations (NGOs), 
3,062 bags; and PAGCOR, 350 bags. 

Meanwhile, he NEA‘ Search and Rescue team has joined other 
agencies in the relief operations in Baler and Dingalan. 

For more information on the МРАЗ relief operations, the 
public may send their inquiries, complaints and suggestions via 
the Text NFA Program to mobile number 0917-6210927. 
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Your Window to T. 
Pe e rl e S S B e a U ty Si Golf & Country Club 


а 


Immerse yourself in beauty with no beginning nor end— 


beauty in all its splendor. From the living room, see the 


green reaching out to you as if no glass wall divides you 


and the sheer loveliness outside. 


„2а. Ве nature's guest and watch the sun paint a majestic 
THE BELLAGIO II 
> = palette of colors above ће Manila Golf Course at 
daybreak, or at sunset. 


ge. 
pe 
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Treadmill buying guide 


Partone 


HE TREADMILL is the most 
[ popular and user-friendly fit- 
mess equipment at home and 
in the gym. It comes in two types— 
motorized and non-motorized. 
Human-powered treadmills don't 
require electricity and cost much less 
but have serious disadvantages. 
Here's what the American College of 
Sports Medicine has to say on the mat- 
ter: “Manual treadmills are less expen- 
sive and safer because the running belt. 
stops running when you do. However, 
manual treadmills usually have small- 
er running belts, making it difficult to 
jog or run, let alone maintain a brisk 
walk. Often, the difficulty in getting 
the belt to move smoothly on a non- 
motorized treadmill increases the like- 
lihood of holding on to the handrail in 
an effortto generate power, causing an 
inconsistent pace. 
“This inconsistent pace may cause 
muscle strain or difficulty in elevating 
heart rate. Additionally, the holding on. 


THIS advance exercise 
* strengthens and firms the abs 
. and waist. 
Equipment: 
Exercise mat 
Exercise technique: 
“|r 1. Sit with your knees bent and legs 


WELL AND 


may elevate blood pressure from 
breath holding. Exercise at home 
should be easy and something to look 
forward to. If itis difficult to get the ma- 
chine to work, you are less likely to ex- 
ercise. For these reasons, you may want 
to consider a motorized treadmill." 

However, motorized treadmills are 
also the most expensive fitness equip- 
ment. 

Ifyou are thinking of buying a ead- 
mill for home use, here are some tips to 
help you make an informed choice and 
getthe most for your money: 


Stability 
A sturdy treadmill makes you feel as 
stable as if you are walking on solid 


ground. A flimsy machine will rock 
back and forth making you feel inse- 
cure and seasick. 

То check stability, stand on the side 
ramps while the treadmill is running at 
а slow speed. Incline the machine to 
the highest level and jump a couple of 
times on the ramps. Also пу shifting 
your weight from side to side. The ma- 
chine should remain stable and should 
not shake, rattle or wobble. 

"The treadmill frame should be made 
of aluminum or steel. Aluminum will 
not rust but it is considerably more ex- 

sive than steel. АП major joints 
should be welded for structural 
strength, not bolted. The more bolts 
there are, the bigger the chance they 
will come loose and make the machine 
unstable. 


Motor 

‘Treadmill motors are rated in terms 
of “horsepower” (HP). Don't pay any 
attention to “peak power” What really 


TREADMILL C3 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 


together. Pretend that you are holding 
and balancing a pole in front of you. 

2. Lean back and lift your feet off the 
mat. 

3. Keep your upper body motionless 
while you tilt your knees from side to 
side. 

4. Do the desired number of repeti- 


5. Return to starting position. 

Performance tips: 

1. If you are a beginner try the fol- 
lowing easier options before perform- 
ing the advance lev 

а. Keep your hands on the floor so 
yourabs won't have to workso hard. 


pure 


Seated ab skiing 


b. Hold the imaginary pole but 
don't do continuous repetitions. Lean 
back and do one set on the right and 
the left. Put your feet down and rest. 
Repeat. 

2. Avoid this exercise if it bothers 
your back. 

3. Place extra cushioning (example: 


Next year could be your 


BANK OF THEPHILIPPINE ISLANDS 
A tradition of leadership 


Distributed by 


Autofrence Philippines Inc. 


happiest new year because you 
codd be driving around In a 
brand new Peugeot 209 со 
Simply use your BPI Edge or 
MEdge or al your Chastmas 
shopping. Every P500 single 
purchase gives you one rafie 


entry. The more you use 
BPI Edge or Minl-Edge, 
the bigger your chances of 
winning, So it ihe stores now. 
Youve got less than 30 days 
‘the promo ends - December 
1, 2004. To oi, drop your 
charge sips In drop boxes al 


Banking Centers, 


one rafte coupon. 


BPI or BPI Family Bank 
branches or ВРІ Express 


a folded towel) under your buttocks if 
your tailbone feels uncomfortable. 

4. To make the exercise harder, place 
a weighted medicine ball or dumbbell 
between your knees. 

Repetitions: 

One repetition equals tilting to the 
rightand left. Do 10 repetitions. 


For Inquirles, call 69-100. 
‘Winners willbe drawnon January 18,2006, 


Apply now and get a chance to 
win, Each approved principal 
arertenson card appcan gats 
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PHILIPPINE Airlines top secret weapons: Bong Cruz, VP for marketing; Tads Aquino, SAVP 


for revenue management; Rene Soliman, smart and witty e 
brilliant VP for sales; and Jess Garcia 


ROLLIE Exabitlo, 
PAL vice president 
for corporate 
communications 


й. » L 
BERCK Cheng and Lisa Gokongwei-Cheng 


rial manager; Jing Javier, 
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PHILIPPINE Airlines partying pack: Sunshine gal Ria Domingo, Carlo Bello, hotshot executive vice president Henry. 


So Uy, showgirl Jennifer Gagliano, Tess Garces, Debbie Cuyegkeng, Dino Molino, Rene Soliman and Cesar Enciso 


JO Palmer, brilliant. 
manager for Asia- 
Pacific of the Las 
Vegas Convention 
and Visitors 
Authority 


Manille gets a glimpse of Vegas 


HOT HOTSHOTS: Metrobank Card chair Cindy Valenzuela, George 
Ty, Metrobank Card mega president Anne Young, and Mary Ty 


FUN couple: 
businessman Sammy 
Yap and wife Therese 


THESE gals love to party: Eye-catchers 
‘Zandra Ty, Jean Frances Chua and Angie Tan 


WOMEN of style Pinky Kalaw 

"and Christine Divinagracia take 

their martini in next year’s color, 
` aquamarine, 


LADIES of substance: 
Fashionable Vivian Chiu and cool 
Myrna Alberto 


CELEBRATOR Josie. 
del Rosario- 
Fernandez with 
husband Willie 


THEHOSTS of the 
lunch bunch: Belen 
Lovina Ticzon with 
husband, Antonio V. 
Martel jr. 


ENTION Las Vegas, and I immedi- 
M rely havea vison of glitz, glamour 

gaming, shows, and magnificent 
humongous hotels, all packaged for fun taken 
totheextreme, palanggas. 

"What happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas,” 
the locals would say Very tongue-in-cheek ad- 
vice for visitors to the world's mega entertain- 
ment capital. 

‘Well, before I could bat an eyelash, 1 was in- 
vited to meet a delegation of Las Vegas’ top 
tourism people that visited Manille a couple of 
sleeps ago, all brought in by our pal, Philippine 
Airlines, natch! PAL just happens to be the only 
cartier from Asia that flies there. 

What the delegation had to tell ug about the 
latest in Vegas obviously wasn't meant to just 
stay there. Yes, 
dahlings, there's a lot of 
super exciting new de. 
velopments in, Vegas 
now and in the Coming 


WITHOUT. 


“BATTING” 


year 

This we got from the 
gal on ће move, Jo 
Palmer, manager for 
Asia-Pacific of the Las 
Vegas Convention and 
Visitors Authority; Dan 
Shumny, mega vice 
president of sales of the 
popular Golden Nugget 
Hotel; super nice Hyl- 
ton Fothergill, inter- 
national sales manager 
of Papilon Grand 
Canyon Helicopters; 
and Harry Kassap, ad- 
ministrator for market 
development of McCarran International Air- 
port. 
Naturellement, palanggas, a Las Vegas func- 
tion wouldn't be complete without the familiar 
icon of the city, the showgirl, in the person of 
the stunningly gorgeous Jennifer Lee 
Gagliano. 

‘The leggy and wow Jennifer had all the men, 
including PAIS brilliant president Jaime J. 
Bautista; executive vice president, taipan Hen- 
ту So Uy; hotshot vice presidents Rollie Esta- 
billo, Felix Cruz and Jing Javier; and assistant 
vice president, cyber smart Jess Garcia flock- 
ing to her for souvenir photos. 

Las Vegas is turning 100 on May 15, 2005, 
with “a party to end all parties,” says Jo Palmer. 

But the fun begins on New Year's Eve when a 
multimedia extravaganza lights up the Strip 
and Downtown areas. At midnight, a spectacu- 
lar fireworks display will usher in Vegas cen- 
tennial year. 

There will be a "helldorado" Parade, reen- 
actment of historical events and the unveiling 
of the world's largest birthday cake weighing 
‘over 130,000 pounds! Vegas sure knows how 
to throw a party. Cool! 


Maurice 
Arcache 

Photos by 

Alex Van Hagen 
on Kodak Max 


з= 


LAS Vegas bigwigs: Dan Shumny, Harry Kassap and Hylton Fothergill, 
jetted in to promote their fun city. 


age 


HOTSHOTS and the show gal: 


Even now, the city is buzzing with activity 
The long-awaited monorail system is now 
open, allowing visitors to travel the whole 
length of the Strip. There are also free light 
shows every night, among other fab events. 

For world-class entertainment, nothing 
beats this city. Last month, the awe-inspiring 
Cirque du Soleil began its fourth Las Vegas pro- 
duction, "KA," at the huge MGM Grand. 

‘The incomparable Celine Dion continues to 
pack them in at her show, "A New Day" at the 
Colosseum of Caesars Palace. She flies on 
stage, her piano flies on stage, and an expen- 
sive audio-visual screen takes the audience 
from outer space to European town squares, 

Now, thats really a wow show! 

Yes, palanggas, there's never a dull moment 
in Vegas, believe me, and the short trans-Pacific 

ht in our very own Philippine Airlines is def- 
initely well worth it. Ahh, viva Las Vegas! 


New Yorkers celebrate 

Antonio V Martel Jr, president of Harrison 
Plaza (the county's first shopping mall), and 
his trés famous philanthropist wife, Belen Lov- 
ina Ticzon-Martel, hosted a super fun lunch 
get-together when their long-time pal now 
New Yorker, Josie del Rosario Fernandez, cel- 
brated another great year in her colorful life, 


HAVING a fun time are Juliet Lovina Ticzon (seated) and Benny de Leon; with (standing) Olga 
‘Achacoso, Lorna del Rosario, Remy de Leon, Josie Fernandez, Careng and Beth Canlas 


^ 


4 
MEGA businessmen Miguel Estrada and 
Arjun Shroff 


fegas showgirl Jennifer Gagliano is flanked by two happy 
gentlemen—PAL president jaime . Bautista (left) and vice president Felix “Bon; 


"Cruz 


palanggas. The celebrator was side by side with 
her husband, man for all seasons Willie Fer- 
nandez, no less. 1 

The fun affair was held at the popular Palisa- 
dium that has now become a landmark at Cliff- 
side Park in New Jersey. The restaurant gives 
youacommanding view of George Washington. 
bridge and the Manhattan skyline. 

Circulating among the lunch bunch were the 
so-grown up and articulate eye-catcher, Anto- 
nia T. Martel, only child of Belen 1, T and Don 
Antonio Martel, who is a Fordham University 
scholar; and Josie's favorite godchild, Butch 
and his wife Olga Achacoso, with their son RB; 
Juliet Lovina Ticzon; Dr. Maria Luisa R. Tic- 
zon; Remy de Leon; Tony and Sylvia Cuay- 
cong; Carlos and Beth Canlas; Willie and 
Josie's children Alan and Glen, with his wife 
Shigeko; the birthday girls brod, Al det 
Rosario and wife Lorna, with their children, 
Мае and Jules; and Pete T. Santos; plus so 
many more former Manille personas, now all 
richly settled in the Big Apple, and loving every 
moment of it, palanggas." 


It’shere 

Leave it to the country's largest bank to revo- 
lutionize credit in the Philippines, making it 
more hip, more exciting, and unquestionably 
more privilege-packed. 

As 1 watched “М Herel being introduced, 1 
could see right away all the fresh 
Metrobank card holder could avail of 

‘The new card was introduced in a trendy 
cocktail event at the swinging M Café in Green- 
belt 4. 'M Herel invitees were ushered to the 
Bamboo Park where a large screen was set 
against towering bamboos. 

Trés visible was hunk Mare Nelson in a 
tweed suit and tie by avant garde designer Avel 
Bacudio, highlighting the bright colors of :M 
Here! 

Brilliant Anne Marie Young, president ol 
the Metrobank Card Corporation, no less, ex 
plained, “Metrobank credit cards go beyond 
credit, making shopping and dining much 
more exciting. At the end of the day, its about 
being of value.” — " Н 

Hey palanggas, MI will be accepted in mast 
establishments, including Lorenzo Resort Bora 
cay, and a Metrobank cardholder can enjoy all 
its perks, dahlings. Not bad, buh! 

Just look for the’M Herel icon. 
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LIFESTYLE... 
Fitness tilt culminates Dec. 17 


NUTRILITE, Amway's leading brand of nutri- 
tional formula, is supporting Slimmer's World. 
International Great Bodies 2004, the largest 
fitness competition in Asia-Pacific. 

“The contest aims to encourage Filipinos to 
live a healthier and more enjoyable life,” said 
Suzanne Comagon, corporate services man- 
ager, Amway Philippines. “We believe that the 
foundation for building a healthy body and a 
positive state of mental well-being not only 
involves proper nutrition, rest and mental at- 
titude but also a healthy exercise regime.” 

During the fimess competition's press 
launch, Amway Philippines chose candidates 
Joseph Pefia and Olivia Woods as Mr. and Miss 
Nutrilite, their bets for the top spots in the 
Slimmers World International Great Bodies 
2004 contest. “Aside from their obvious pas- 
sion in keeping their bodies fit and healthy, 
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both exude confidence, charisma and wit Peña, 30, isa supervising engineer. Woods, 
which make them stand out from the rest of 25, isa post-graduate student, 

the candidates,” said Joy Andres, product Тһе Slimmer’s World International Great 
marketer for Nutrilite, Amway Philippines. Войіез 2004 contest culminates on Dec. 17. 


MR. and Miss Nutrilite Joseph Pefia and Olivia Woods (second and 
third from left) аге awarded by Amway Philippines’ Suzanne 
Comagon (right), corporate services manager, and Joy Andres (left), 
+ product marketer for Nutrilite 
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matters is “continuous power” The 
minimum requirement is 1.5 continu- 
ous HP A two to three continuous HP is 
better. Abigger motor will un more ef- 
ficiently, handle heat better and last 
longer than a smaller one. 

He wary of manufacturers who 

make a big deal about the peak power 
capacity of their machines. They аге 
usually trying to hide the fact that their 
treadmills have a low continuous pow- 
er rating. 
"f One way to check the power of the 
‘motor is to set the machine to йз low- 
est speed and firmly plant your feet on 
the belt (take a wide stride with one 
foot in front of the other). If the motor 
is strong enough, you should be gently 
pushed backward. If you can make the 
belt stop moving or if the belt is mak- 
ing grinding and groaning noises, the 
‘motor is not powerful enough to give 
you æ good walking or running work- 
ош. 

All treadmills make noise but it 

? shouldn't be so loud that you cant 
watch television or listen to music 
while working out. 


Deck 
The slab under the moving belt, it 
should be one-inch thick to prevent 


Holiday Fe 
Cream Cheese 
Stuffed Crust Pizza. 


cracking under the pressure of a per- 
son walking or running on top of it. It 
should be laminated to reduce friction 
building up between it and the belt. A 
flexible deck can reduce impact to your 
joints by 30 percent. 

Many treadmills use rubber or foam 
shock absorbers underneath the deck. 
But over time the rubber or foam be- 
‘comes compressed losing its cushion- 
ing effect. Superior treadmills use ап 
ultaviolet-cured polyurethane shock 
absorbing material that does not wear 
out and offers a more even walking 
surface. 


Belt 

The belt should be of a thin multi- 
ply material for better heat dissipation, 
longer life and less chance of slipping. 
Belt width can be anywhere from 17" 
22” and the length from 51”-61". Ifyou 
are а large or tall person, choose а 
‘wider and longer belt. Belts that are 
too narrow and too short do not have a 
natural feel and increase the chances 
of your being thrown off. 

Look for a machine that is self wax- 
ing or lubricating unless you prefer to 
remember to lubricate the belt yourself 
every month. There is also the mess to 
consider. Without the right amount of 
lubrication, friction and heat will build 
up, shortening the life of the belt, deck 


and motor 

Just like a car's wheels, a treadmills 
belt and rollers need to be balanced 
and aligned regularly. The dealers ser- 
vice team should do the initial calibra- 
tion when the machine is installed in 
your home. They should do balancing 
and alignment every three to four 
months. This is why you should buy 
only froma reliable local dealer. 

А misaligned belt that is too loose, 
too tight or off-center will not only 
wear out prematurely, it will make the 
motor work harder and hotter than 
necessary. Some motors overheated 
because ofa misaligned belt. 

Even with proper maintenance, the 
belt, deck and rollers will eventually 
have to be replaced if you use your 
treadmill regularly. Heat, friction, ex- 
cessive moisture and dust are the top 
enemies of a treadmill. 

Lengthen the life of your treadmill 
by vacuuming your machine and its 
surrounding area weekly. Pay close at- 
tention to the space between the belt 
and the deck and especially under- 
neath the treadmill by inclining it first. 


Sources: American College of Sports 
Medicine, Runners World Magazine, 
and Better Homes & Gardens Treadmill 
Buying Guide. 

Visit www.tinajuanfitness. info 
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Natural way is better for wellness 


ERE are answers to read- stairway with 20 steps. With ev- cauliflower, and most green leafy 
H es’ many concerns, шу нер you cake, count back 7 Veggies. 
There are various ways wards from 20 to 1. The last step 3 A 
to prevent health problems and will take you to a calm, placid S Congratulations are in order 
solving health conditions. As al- y lake shore. Upon reaching the The Farm at San Benito (Lipa, 
ways, the natural way is better for last step, imagine you have a Batangas) won the distinguished 
wellness. d small stone to throw across the 25 Spa Asia Awards in Singa- 

‘What is your suggestion for water. The stone skims the sur- $ pore—Best Holistic Healing Pro- 
insomnia? face and lands on the bottom of gram, Best Retreat, Best New Age 
If you cant sleep and keep sleep) this clear, peaceful lake. Feel re- Activity. Call 7513498. 
tossing and turning їп bed or Take a glass of warm non-fat axed now. Mandala Spa in Boracay 
even worry about your inability milkor have a turkey dinner (rich — Is there a natural way to tap + bagged the Spa Asia Crystal 
tosleep, well, help is here. in tryptophan), an amino acid the body'shealing power? E ‘Award for Best Rejuvenation Pro- 
Determine what causes your that stimulates the brain to re- — Yes, and you сап begin right gram. Call (036)2885858. 
sleeplessness. lease serotonin. now. Here is your action plan: Love and light! 
* Drugs (for hypertension, dia- Do the slow-breathing exer- — Remove rich food from the di- Cpe 
betes, ulcers or allergies; tran- cise. Inhale five counts, hold et_all red meat, fish roe, fatty i ly active and damaging References: The Sleep Rx - Nor- 
duilzers ete.) can interrupt your three counts, exhale five. This foods, fried fish, wholemilieven completely. atoms, can be caused by pollu- man Ford 
Sleep. Know the side effects of ought to slow down your breath- low-fat milk/dairy products (in- Start an exercise regimen that tion, processed food rich in color- ^ Earl Mindell's Vitamin Bible for 
your medicines. ing. Through guided imagery V cludes cheese, butter), sugar, will bea lifetime commitment. ing and preservatives, stress, the 21st Century 
* Poor diet (rich in fat and sualize that you are іп your ideal white flour spicy foods/condi- Practice meditation daily and poor diets, etc. Boosting your im- Watch “Quest for Well-Being” 
preservatives) place of relaxation, a sanctuary ments, and most canned/pro- Set aside some prayer time mune system is like wearing an ANC Channel 21, 4 p.m., Sunday, 
= Emotional/mental fatigue thatis peaceful and undisturbed. — cessed/manufactured foods., How do I strengthen my ‘armor against free radical attack. produced by ABS-CBN Foundation 
iia ‘Take a vitamin-mineral thera- ` Note: These foods lead to obe. mumesystem? ‘Consume more antioxidants, and the Philippine Institute of Tra- 
Insomnia is a symptom of 40 PY: One chelated calcium, 250 sity and benign prostate enlarge- Know that your body is ex- substances that can neutralize ditional and Alternative Health 
different disorders so it is best to mg, and one magnesium, 125mg ment. Replace with a variety of posed to attacks by free radical free radicals, via vegetables and Care, hosted by Diane Castillejo- 
consult a physician. Once you (three times a day, plus three vegetables, fruits, legumes chemicals (which, according to fruits. Some antioxidant super Garcia and myself 
have ruled out drugs and illness, tablets of each half an hour be- (beans), whole grains, seeds and the latest research, makes the rich foods are tomatoes, oranges, Listen to "Ma Beauty Po Na- 
then you can start an alternative fore bedtime; they work together nuts, body rancid). The free radicals, strawberries, spinach, broccoli, man”, 6 p.m, Sunday, DZMM. 
therapy, to produce serotonin); 
Avold the following foods be- chamomile, valerian root, skull- 
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SPEEDO, the number one brand in 
| swimwear, has diversified its _ 
products, 


SPEEDO has opened the doors of its recently AT THE OPENING 
renovated concept shop at Glorietta 4, Ayala Е ч = ofthe Speedo 
Center. Concept Shop are 

Renowned architects, Messrs Checkland : i FAL (rom left) 
Kindleysides, based in Leicester UK, designed 2 Жыш $ of lagan, Phi 

"the fresh global retail store concept for ^ 3 Amateur Swimming 

Speedo. > 

‘This latest concept aims to create a "state- ee president; celebrity 
ment” within each product category of the 3 modelfactress. 
brand. The Beach area is highlighted by an Í ES Assunta da Ros 
Orange feature wall finish and used to dis- f ы" Speedo's VP for 
play all products ín the beach category. The S ak 4 ' gums 
Pool Area is highlighted by a Blue feature E: Я Vandana C. Mahtani 
wall finish and used to display all products in and Triathlon. 
thepool catego о. 4 È Association of the 

rides itself in its innovative ap- 
which include а whole кышын 0 


range of training and competition rex. 


swimwear for adults and kids. The products 
are designed to suit the needs of all sports 
and fitness enthusiasts, as well as individuals " 
who just want to bask under the sun. Silage 
Speedo offers a wide assortment of fash- r - Aes VER 
ionable beachwear and fitness apparel, ac- j Ж RN 
cessories and equipment that include eyé- a 5 E sociation officials 
wear, sports watches and sports underwear. 3 : 1 (from left): national 
Speedo concept stores in Manila are also 3 training director. 
located in SM Megamall, Robinsons Place Er- x Anthony Lozada; 
, Alabang Town Center, The Podium, E453 ^ ы: PASA president. 
" CELEBRITY guest model £ Eastwood Citywalk П and Paseo de Santa " »Y 2 у Chito llagan; 
` Assunta da Rossi donsa Rosa. In the Southern region, Speedo concept г t : 9 Speedo's VP for 
Japanese-inspired modern stores can be found at Ayala Center Cebu, SM В. Р 2 [| operations Manish C. 
leaf one-piece Speedo City Cebu, Gaisano Mactan, Robinsons Place Р {1 Mahtani; PASA’s 
‘swimsuit. "Bacolod, SM City Davao, and SM City Ca- FE f | Odette Chiongbian 
gayan de Oro. and Speedo's Emmy 
3 1 Buccat 


BODY Tune, which started the trend for 
mall-based spas in Metro Manila, is bring- 
ing its services to Fairview with the recent 
opening of a Body Tune branch at the up- 
per G/F Annex Bldg., SM City Fairview. 

‘Body Tune owner and manager Stephen 
Sia says when the spa opened its first 
branch at an SM mall, it was to offer mall- 
goers an opportunity to relax after hours of 
Busy shopping. “Its like bringing a place of 
relaxation nearer to busy people,” he ex- 
plains. 

Topping the list of services Body Tune 
offers at its branches is traditional Thai 
massage, administered by therapists 
trained in Thailand at the famous Wat Po 
Temple. 

_ "Our method uses point pressure, mus- 

Де stretching and compressions," says Sia. 
"It is done in a rhythmic, gently rocking 
manner to relieve the body of pain and 
muscle tension and strengthen and rejuve- 
nate the body. It also improves blood circu- 
lation and allows for better absorption of 
body nutrients.” 

A session of traditional Thai massage at 
Body Tune lasts for two hours, unlike the 
usual one-hour massage sessions in other 
spas. 

Full body treatments include body 
serub, moor mud body wrap, whitening 
scrub and slimming mud wrap. Also avail- 
able are facial massage and a variety of foot 
and hand treatments. 

Call 9365768. 


RELAX and 
rejuvenate with 
chair massage 
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Spice up your 
body care regimen 
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Bodies of work 


THINK “Carmi Martin” and 
your mind automatically vi- 
sualizes the famous and tal- 
ented actress who has re- 
mained shapely and sexy 
through the years. You can’t 
imagine her otherwise. Hon- 
estly, after all this time, have 
you ever seen Carmi Martin 
fat? 

At the height of her showbiz career, 
Cristina Gonzalez-Romualdez was 
the most sought-after leading lady by 
some of the country's popular action 
stars and dramatic actors because of 
her gorgeous looks. 

Gina Alajar's consummate artistry, 
along with her beautiful and com- 
pelling screen presence, has resulted 
in multi-awarded performances. It is 
only fitting that she is among the 
ranks of Philippine cinema's highly 
acclaimed actresses of all time. 

Marjorie Barretto 
is a gifted actress in 
her own right and 
her modest charm is 
highly appealing. 

Of course, they are 
celebrities ‘and, as 
such, are always ex- 
pected to look good. 
But these “heavenly 
bodies" are only hu- 
man, too. They have 
gone through what 
most women have 
experienced through 
the years—they have 
gained weight and 
have felt insecure 
about.the bulges in 
their bodies. 

After trying out a 
few strategies on los- p 


Only. 


филм 


ing excess weight and failing, the four 
‘women sought the services of Marie 
France upon the recommendation of 
friends. 

“In two montis, 1 saw the differ- 
ence already" said Barretto. "My 
hips, buttocks, thighs and waistline 
became slimmer! My favorite treat- 
ment is Endermologie. 1 used to have 
cellulite but not anymore. My tummy 
even became smaller and 1 noticed 
that I was regaining my sexy shape. I 
lost a lot of inches of fat all over my 
body. I Stopped going to the gym 
when I started at Marie France. It's 
faster for me.” 

Alajar, on the other hand, said she 
realized’ she looked much better 
when she started losing weight at 
Marie France. “The bulges around my 
arms and waistline were reduced. 
The Physique Inch-Loss is my fa- 
vorite. Its like exercising while уойте 
sleeping!” 

"My legs are slimmer now with the 


AUTOMATIC 
WATER HEATERS 


PUPT, 645.00 


Since 1985 


JETT WATER HEATER CO., INC. 
sit 3& 5 Boos Condo, EDSA, боо, Quezon бү 
Traskiines: 723-00-34 to 37 & 724-59-07 


‘Showroom & Service Cones Nationwide, 


help of Endermologie and the Fat Mo- 
bilization System wrap,” said Martin. 
“They're the size that I've always 
wanted! Slimming down at Marie 
France is very effective and safer. It 
makes your slim shape look more nat- 
ural unlike other methods." 

Gonzales lost 20 Ibs in a month at 
Marie France, “The wrap trimmed 
down the fat, Endermologie got rid of 
my cellulite and the Physique toned 
my arms," she said. "T also followed 
their food intake guide and that really 
worked for me, too. Now I'm more ac- 
tive, I feel better, lighter and healthi- 
t 

It is inspiring that these women 
have successfully faced the challenge 
of becoming and staying slim. It 
wasn't easy but it was definitely 
worthit. 

Marie France centers are located at 
Makati, Ortigas, Timog, Binondo, Al- 
abang, Shaw, Congressional, Pam- 
panga and Cebu, tel.no. 894-BODY. 


"| love my Canon 


THE GREECE-BASED Korres Nat- 
ural Products has a complete line 
of skin, body and hair care prod- 
ucts that are made of natural ac- 
tive ingredients like herbs, spices, 
grains, essential oils and fruits. 

Set up by pharmacist George 
Korres їп 1996, Korres Natural 
Products are formulated to be 
gentle on the body and to pro- 
mote a general sense of well-be- 
ing. Each product is made using 
natural active ingredients in 
plants, herbs, flowers and essen- 
tial oils that target specific needs, 
such as falling hair or dry skin or 
even cellulite, 

Korres is guided by four basic 
principles: no harsh chemicals, 


no inflated promises, quality 
products, and fair pricing. Its 
packaging is also eco-friendly. 

Shampoos are made with rice 
protein, sage and nettle, juniper 
and olive, laurel and echinacea 
while conditioners are made with 
almond proteins, camelia milk, 
and acacia milk. Body eare prod- 
ucts include body scrub from 
grape seeds, guava body butter 
and body milks in citrus, corian- 
der and nutmeg. Shower gels in- 
clude Biter "Almond, Basil 
Lemon, Vanilla-Cinnamon and 
Green Tea. 

Korres products are exclusively 
available at Essenses in Rustan's 
Department Store. 
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NU SKIN offers the Galvanic Spa System Il for pampering the 
face, scalp and body, The face conductor soothes the face, 
Increases blood circulation, improves hydration and eliminates 
impurities, The scalp conductor increases the availability of key 
nutrients and vitamins to the scalp and hair follicle. The body 
conductor can be used on one's neck, arms and other parts of 
the body to help you ease off stress and muscle tension. Call 
6890333. 
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Stay on the health track this holiday season 
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FIND out more about pasta and wine in the 
latest Holiday Issue of Healthy Options News 
West. 


how to keep on the health track despite all the 
feasting ahead. 
ince pasta is likely to be part of most party 


The story “MSG: Friend or Foe" will help 
readers find out more about the good and bad 
sides of vetsin. 


Albeti Noya wine, 
one of the more pop- 
ular organic brands. 


Leam about what 

goes well with what 

їп "Food and Wine 

Pairing.” р 
Learn 

about organic w 

in “Sulfites: Impor- 

tant Facts” Men 

may find "Wine 

and Рк 

Health” very infor- 


‘The magazine has timely features on food 
for the festive season and offers advice on 


menus, find out more about it in "Pasta Vari- 


In "Wine Matters," check out the “Enjoying 
eties and Nutrition Ideas." 1 


е” article. Learn more about the 


reading while sip- 

ping one of Healthy Op- 

tions’ premium organi wines 
made in the boutique wineries in 
France, Argentina, Chile, Italy, 
Spain, and South Africa. You can 
also get the wines as presents ot 
toliven up holiday dinners. 

To get Healthy Options New 
Digests latest issue for free, visit 
a Healthy Options store at 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall Man- 
daluyong; Rustan's Supermarket, 


ti; 2Л, Festival Supermall, 
Filinvest, Alabang; G/L Ayala 
Center, Cebu City; G/L SM City 
North EDSA; 2/L SM Manila; SM 
Bicutan; and SM Pampanga; 
Greenbelt, Ayala Center, Makati 
City; 2/L SM Megamall B, EDSA, 
Mandaluyong City. 

Visit — wwwhealthyoptions. 
com. ph. 


Flavor preference 
reveals person's character 


А RECENT study for Listerine 
PocketPaks at the Smell & Taste 
‘Treatment and Research Founda- 
tion in Chicago, showed the 
choice of oral care strip flavor 
helped reveal a person's chara 
ter. 

Dr. Alan R. Hirsch, neurologi- 
cal director of the Smell & Taste 
‘Treatment and Research Formu- 
lation, said flavor preferences 
and personality traits developed 
atthe same time. 

‘The study found that flirtatious 
and fun-loving people liked the 
taste of cinnamon. Those who 
prefer FreshBurst tended to be 
"take-charge" people, authorita- 
tive and powerful 

Coolmint or Peppermint users, 
the study found, were intellectual 
and creative who usually pre- 
ferred their “own space", and 


were big sports fans, Those who 
liked bubblegum were action- 
and goal-oriented and always in 
control, enjoying physical and 
mental challeng. 

Fruit favor were chosen by people 

ho tended to be reliable friends, 
good workers, and team players. 

Pfizer Consumer Healthcare's 
Listerine PocketPaks has three 
flavors to suit different personali- 
ties—Coolmint, Cinnamon and 
FreshBurst: It kills about 99.9 
percent of germs that cause bad 
breath and gives a clean-mouth 
feeling that lasts up to 90 min- 
utes. The oral care strips are sug- 
ar-and calorie-free. 

Listerine PocketPaks are avail- 
able in supermarkets, drugstore 
and convenient stores nationwide 


at P85 for the 24-strip pack and 
TRUE PLATINUM. 
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Ispend the afternoon 
reading about Edna St. 
Vincent Millay and 
taking a snooze while 
lying on a mat under the 
shade of bamboo trees 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 
Contributor 


T doesn't get any better than 
this. I am writing outside the 
guesthouse of retired activist 

Marivi Dizon on a one-hectare is- 

land їй Lake Lumot, Cavinti, Lagu- 

na. The waters on the western side 
of this island are the equivalent ofa 
main thoroughfare. It is Lumot's 

Edsa. Coming or going, the bancas 

have to pass through it. 

‘Three generations of dogs live here on the 
island with two katiwala. The alliterative 
names of the dogs are Pia, Роорее and Panda. 
‘The last two are very protective of Marivi, 
who likes to keep things in order. They jump 
at me through the open windows as 1 ap- 
proach the main door of the octagonal cot- 
tage. 

The house is so designed that there are al- 
ternating wooden jalousies and open spaces 
о its cool anytime of the дау: But I prefer it 
outdoors, Feminist communications activist 
‘Anna Leah Sarabia, Marivi's partner and who 
describes herself as "always caught in new 
causes but who needs to take it easy" has laid 
Out a pretty garden with many young trees 
She had rocks and pebbles brought in from 
neighboring islets and arranged them to form 
а dap-ay. 

Away from that busy part of the island, 1 
swim for about half an hour near the fishpen 
with a slippery, moss-covered rope serving as 
my lifeline. Then I walk, all dripping and wet, 
to the sunset and sunrise viewing ar- 
‘eas—groups of stone for sitting and watching 
these natural phenomena. Or one can just lis- 
ten to the water rippling and watch it blown { 
by the breeze in one direction. 

1 have placed a folding table on a bed of 
rocks in the makeshift gazebo. Anna had the 
five sides screened using old fishing nets. She 
used the same material for the roof, so 1 am 
toasting very well 

Lumot is certainly quieter than Boracay, ex- 
cept for the occasional roar of unregulated jet 
skis from a neighboring resort. Jet skis have 
mo place in a watershed lake because they cre- 
ate ripples that erode the banks ofthe islands, 
unlike in Subic or Boracay where the ripples 
flow out to the sea. These jet skiers rush hel- 
ter-skelter and do not observe waterway 
courtesy. They whiz past the bancas that are 
left rocking unsteadily in the wake of the 
strong waves. 


Windless afternoon 

My sister Gigi sends a text message asking 
‘when I'm coming home. 1 tell her to text me 
only when there is an emergency. | feel sorry 
far her with her infected big toe and being left 
by the womenfolk of the family so she has to 
feed my brothers. 

Ies a windless but sunny morning. Тат up. 
at 6 a.m, sipping a mug of green tea and 
watching the horizon. The moon is still up, 
and I see a white plane flying past it. The first 
streaks of sunlight fall on red and yellow 
walls of Porta Verde resort from across us, so 
the colors are more intense. 

last night I had my fill of listening to arias 
and movie themes while I gazed at the moon P 
and the silvery glow it cast on the water. The Ё 
wind was up so 1 wrapped my batik sarong 


around my shoulders. I showered after ош  . 


dinner of fried tilapia caught from Marivi's 
fish cage and a salad of tomatoes, onions, 
sliced green mangoes, red eggs and wansoy.] Ё 
took the salad without the patis dressing. 1 
was in bed by 10 p.m, 

Breakfast talk centers on another island 
visitor, a businesswoman undergoing depres- 
sion in the wake of her breast cancer and 
menopause. She has a 10-year-old daughter, 
and one subject of her constant brooding is 
‘what will happen to the girl if her health takes 
a turn for the worse. 

Her husband, who listens quietly to our ex- 
cited, spoken bubbles of thought, is so sup- 
portive, the type who would love nothing 
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A"RELOCATED" giant clam and transplanted branching corals enhance the scenery at the 
Hundred Islands National Park (above); giant clams at a Pew restoration site in Infanta, 
Quezon (left) + 


Underwater garden 


7 By Michelle Reyes 
{Contributor 


ORAL reefs are sometimes 

called underwater gardens. 

‘They are colorful, they grow 

¿nicely and are home to many inter- 

sting creatures. But the similarity 
nds there. 

Corals are animals, not plants, and coral 
reefs are complex ecosystems, not a random 
collection of organisms that can be readily re- 

; arranged. 
While flowers are easily replaced, corals 
Tare not. They are sensitive to a wide range of 
factors and can be stressed by temperature 
changes, fluctuating water salinity and pollu- 
tion, among others. 

By now, many people know that coral reefs 
are declining in most parts of the world, the 
Philippines included. What to do? Can any- 
thing be done to stop or even reverse coral 
reef degradation? 


Restoration project 

Dr Edgardo Gomez of the University of the 
Philippines Marine Science Institute really 
wanted to know. So he set up a coral reef 
restoration project under the Pew Fellows tn 
Marine Conservation program to try and find 
out. 

He learned that not all damaged coral reefs 
can be restored. Ten mini restoration sites 
from Anda, Pangasinan in the north to Samal 
Island, Davao in the south had been estab- 
lished їп the Philippines to help determine 
which reefs can be salvaged, why and how, 

The sites were chosen mainly because of 
existing management system or the potential 
to start one, or because of marine reserves 
that needed rehabilitation and had potential 
for community-managed fishing. Other crite- 
ria for selection were clear water, good light, 
and normal salinity and water temperature. 
‘Abundant and diverse coral species in nearby 
reefs were necessary to serve as “donors” for 
coral transplants. 


Previous efforts 

Gomez had already been involved in previ- 
‘ous efforts at transplanting corals and endan- 
gered giant clams (Tridacna species), and in 


DR. Edgardo Gomez, Pew project leader, confer with local official 


developing practical techniques for such ac- 
tivities. 

His Pew project set out to use similar meth- 
ods in damaged sites to enhance biodiversity 
and productivity as well as to improve their 
aesthetic appeal. Many corals reproduce 
asexually by fragmentation. 

‘Transplantation involves collecting natu- 
rally occurring fragments or cutting tiny 
pieces from existing large colonies. The frag- 
ments are then brought to the rehabilitation 
sites and secured underwater with ordinary 
cement. 

In the case of giant clams, cultures were 
brought from the clam nursery in Bolinao, 
Pangasinan to transplantation sites, some- 
times involving travel of up to 15 hours by 
land, sea and air. The animals, once settled in 
their new homes, were monitored regularly 
for progress and survival. 


Communities as stewards 

"The goal in both coral and clam transplan- 
tation initiatives is to transfer stewardship of 
restored sites to local communities once the 
project takes off. 

То prepare for that event, the project team 
conducted sessions to raise the environmen- 
tal and conservation consciousness of coastal 

" inhabitantS'and visitors. Giant clam nursery 

_ training was given to non-government orga- 
nizations and local community leaders. 
Brochures, flyers and posters on clam conser- 
vation were produced. 

The response was positive. Officials, led by 
the Infanta town mayor, teachers and regular 
citizens in Alabat Island, Quezon, one of the 
transplantation sites, observed the actual de- 
ployment of transplants. 

With corals, the need to educate people is 
even more pressing. One high school teacher 
asked to be shown a coral fragment because 
she had no idea how coral looked. Her rea 
tion upon seeing it is similar to many Fi 
ipinos: "Akala ko bato lang yan." 


No instant gratification 

"That kind of reaction is just one of the chal- 
lenges the project has to overcome. The study 
would not show instant results and might 
even take years before its effects could be felt. 
Some local politicians did not understand 
what the initiative was all about. 


Masinloc, Zambales 
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Lg 


‘THE PHOTO that inspired a project: corals naturally recruited into a 


live giant clam 
j 


natural "cement" 
` 


ACORAL transplant creating a new base for 


HARD work pays off: branching corals thriving several months after transplantation at the Hundred Island National 


CORAL transplant “terraces” in Dalulac, 
Zambales 


The survival rate of coral fragments aver- 
ages SO percent, depending on the site. Burin 
certain places, it has been as high as 80 per- 
cent to the delight of those involved. 

Mayor Jessu Edora of Masinloc, Zambales 
had already expressed the hope that the mu- 
nicipality’s Pew demonstration site should be 
replicated throughout Masinloc Bay. But, at 
any rate, the project has already helped raise 
awareness of the need for the conservation of. 
threatened species like the giant clams and 
corals. So far, lack of resources has prevented 
the immediate expansion of the project to the 
other towns, but plans are being developed to 
overcome this problem. 

One site in Alabat Island, Quezon is a result 

ofa painstakingly typewritten letter in classic 
‘Tagalog from the head of a local environment 
group who looked for a “savior” for Lamon 
Вау. 
Given this hopeful sign, while Dr. Gomez 
does not expect that the Pew project can 
“save” entire ecosystems, he thinks a step in 
the right direction has certainly been made al- 
ready. 


elf by secreting its 


Although corals may look like plants, 


LACK of a proper diving suit and fins doesn’t stop a Davaoeño from 


helping in the Pew transplantation activities. 


TRANSPLANTED giant clams in Alabat, Quezon show off their 


natural color variations. 
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TAM reproducing the letter of Eileen R. San- 
tos of Mandaluyong City who has been expe- 
riencing "sleep paralysis" with my comments. 
This is also in reply to others who have asked. 
the same question. 

Ms Santos has done excellent research on 
sleep paralysis which is worth sharing. 

“| want to share my experience, as well as 
seek your guidance. For several years now, 
ve been experiencing the so-called ‘sleep 
paralysis. Ihave been completely unaware of 
this sleep ‘disorder’ until my curiosity made 
‘me do some research on the Internet. Accord- 

ing to my research, sleep paralysis (SP) is pos- 

ly a hereditary disorder in which one expe- 
riences very frightening seconds or minutes of 
total body paralysis with litle respiration and 
"eye movement. 

“A victim... feels awake, but he cannot 
‘move or speak. (Other) common symptoms 
‘include being choked or suffocated, hearing 
‘strange noises like footsteps and voices, see- 
ing beings or dark shadows, and feeling (the 
presence) of someone in the room. Although 
often these symptoms (lead) the victim to be- 
lieve in ghosts, mis-transmission of neural 
signals in the brain causes sleep paralysis. 


Brain signals. 

“Whena person sleeps, his brain signals toin- 
hibit any muscle contraction. If he comes into. 
consciousness before the brain sends signals to 
activate muscle contraction, he cannot move his 
‘body and, consequently, becomes paralyzed.” 

There is really a pathological or medical 
condition causing sleep paralysis. However, I 
believe this is different. Ihave not heard of any 
ill effects resulting from the condition, except 
fear and tiredness upon return of mobili 

As you yourself pointed out, the medical 
condition is called narcolepsy, “a neurological 
condition in which the sufferer involuntarily 
falls asleep, with no warning, at any time of 
‘he day, even while performing an activity.” 

‘But what you have experienced is definite- 
ly not of this type. In your case, and those of 
many others, you don't “fall asleep and be- 
come paralyzed,” as in narcolepsy. You wake 
up from sleep and can't move. 


Out-of-body experience 

This is entirely different. A great majority 
of such experiences are related more to astral 
projection or out-of-body experience (OBE) 
rather than a medical disorder. 

During sleep paralysis, person may try to 
сту outor fight the presence they believe is re- 
sponsible for causing them to be paralyzed 
‘This has never helped me, nor anyone else 
Tve heard of, but somehow we have the in- 
nate feeling that we must ‘fight this. 

‘Usually, movement returns slowly within a 


Gift-giving 
for PGH 
patients 


THE PHI Kappa Mu fraternity will hold its an- 

mual gift-giving and variety show, "Only the 
PHinest’, 7 p.m., Dec. 15, at the Philippine 
General Hospital quadrangle. 

Founded in 1933, the fraternity is a duly- 
recognized organization of the University of 
the Philippines Manila College of Medicine. 

‘The show is meant to bring cheer to charity 
patients and their families as well as PGH em- 
ployees, including doctors and medical stu- 
dents, who will spend the holidays in the hos- 
pital, 

Featured artists include Giselle Sanchez, 
“stand-up comedian Kikiam, Manila city coun- 
cilor Robert Ortega, and upcoming OPM band 
Bridge. 

Gift packs for patients will include food, 
toiletries and other items. Additional don: 
tions are welcome. 

2. Call (0916)3371563 or 4981497. 


DIFFERENT HOLIDAY GIFT 
IDEAS 
E. EXCEL has the following holiday gift 
suggestions: Vegiwash Fruit Basket; 
‘Cactus Milk Bar Set, which gently 
cleanses and softens ай skin stypes, 
tightens pores and pampers skin the 
natural way; Handygel Pack kills most 
germs and bacteria without the use of 
soap or water to help prevent the spread 
ofinfectious diseases. Call 81 10837. 
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Sleep paralysis and astral projection 


minute or so. These hallucinations are called 
"hypnogogic and "hypnopompic. They occur 
at the onset of sleep and just before waking, 
the period we call the “twilight stages’ of 
sleep. They can be auditory, visual tactile and 
proprioceptive. A proprioceptor is a sensory 
receptor found mainly in the joints, muscle, 
tendons, and inner ear that detects motion 
and can also detect the position of a limb by 
responding to internal stimuli. 

‘This means, when a person feels smashed 
into the bed or that a creature is sitting on his 
chest it can really (seem like a) hallucination. 
Because of proprioceptors, we can feel as 
though we are falling through the bed, even 
though we actually are...quite stationary. 


Undetected 

‘The problem in understanding the real na- 
ture of "sleep paralysis" is that medical sci- 
ence has no knowledge of the “astral body” 
and its nature, No medical instrument has ev- 
ег detected its presence and therefore, to 
medical doctors, they tend to explain every- 
thing in terms of their own perspective or 


“INNER 
AWARENESS 


paradigm. This is understandable. 

However, there is a whole body of litera- 
ture that shows ample evidence of the astral 
body that can detach from the physical body 
in sleep or even when fully awake. Once we 
acknowledge the existence of this subtle body, 
then the phenomenon of the so-called sleep. 
paralysis becomes understandable. ` 

When the astral body leaves the physical 
body, the person cannot move because his con- 
sciousness goes with it. Itis like the driver who 
gets out of his vehicle and therefore cannot 
drive it. The vehicle cannot move by itself. 


Natural event. 

Astral projection is a natural event or state 
and should not be considered a disorder or a 
pathological condition. Almost everyone goes 
ош of his body while asleep and travels. Most 
of the time however this happens without 

ing" in the astral world so we may 
not realize what has really happened when 
we wake up. That's when the trouble begins. 

We become frightened because we can't 
move. We try to retur to our body but we can- 


not because, the moré we struggle, the more 
there will be a misalignment in the vibrations 
between the astral and physical body. 

"When a person feels like he is flying or be- 
ing smashed, itis because his astral body isTe- 
ally flying while his physical body remains in 
bed. That's why doctors call this "hallucina- 
tion.” Actually itis not. 

When the physical body gets jolted ito 
waking consciousness and can already move, 
that’s the exact moment the astral body re- 
tums to the physical body. One experiences 
this asa jolt or naudlot in Tagalog. Is all very 
simple and logical, if one accepts and under- 
stands the astral body and its capabilities. 


Next week: Sleep paralysis and alien 
duction. 


Address letters to this column to 308 

Plaza 1, 106 Legazpi St, Legazpi Village, 
‘Makati. Call 8107245 or 8926806. E-mail jli- 
cauco@edsamail.com ph. Visit http://jlicau- 
cco.shorturl.com. Listen to my dsMM radio pro- 
gram 7-8 p.m., every Sunday. 


wwwnolda.com ph 
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Designed with the functions you need and the form you want, 
the new Nokia 2650, the latest fold phone from Nokia, lets you ‘move 
on to the next level. Visit your Authorized Nokia Dealers and check out 
the surprisingly affordable Nokia 2650! 


» Stylish Elegant Fold Design and Snap Open Hinge • Discreet, Flashing Edge Light Alarms • Snag-free 
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Magazine on cancer now off the press 


‘HEADLINE on Headwear" “Yes, vivor Suzette Romero Andrews as a individually had a run- specializes in bone-marrow trans- in November when The Big Cde- vise, explain or entertain and ir 
rginia, There Is Sex (During) formofthanksgiving, The Big Сай cancer either as pat plant. Dr Lopez shares a personal buted with Lydia Paredes, a can- volve various topics on fashion, 
After Cancer” and "PET Scan, А toechothehopesarid determination ог medical practitioner. Andrews, motivation with Andrews—years cer survivor, and husband, popu- lifestyle and even book and music. 
Man's (and Woman's) Best ofcancer patients to survive, present one of the group's founding mem- earlier, he lost his father to cancer. lar songwriter Jim Paredes. reviews that bear on life with can- 
Friend” are just three of the arti- the realities of living with and bat- bers, thought of putting up а Thedoctor intum, introducedtothe Each issue of the magazine cer Forming the bulk of the mag- 
les that make up the maiden і. tling the disease, and provide illumi- magazine as a way of contribut- group Ferdie Figueroa, father ofare- contains medical stories, feature azine are the feature stories—re- 
sue of The Big C, the country’s nating information about cancer ing to cancer awareness. Gpient of bone-marrow transplant; stories and column pieces. The aldife drama, or trials and tri- 
first magazine to deal exclusively сше and research advances. Serving as medical adviser for the and Achilles Mina, the husband ofa medical stories highlight the co- umphs fleshed out by the voices 
with cancer. It is now off the The Core Group Publishing magazine is Andrews doctor Dr. patient diagnosed with acute ordinated multidisciplinary ap- of patients, survivors, caregivers 
press. Inc, The Big C publisher, is a Francisco Vicente E Lopez, a medical leukemia. proach to cancer diagnosis and and doctors. 

Envisioned by breast-cancer sur- small group of professionals who, oncologist and hematologist who Тһе helping started in earnest treatment. The column piecesad- Cal! 8132660 or 8125733. 


Grief 
and solace 
in Cavinti 


From page El 
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QU CAN WIN BACK YOUR 2004 PURCHASES WITH VISA. 


more than to take his wife dancing. She says 
she can only float on the dance floor and on 
water, so I tell her she should take up a physi- 
cal activity apart from her structured office 
duties and pared-down workload—some- 
thing on the artistic side, something she had: 
long put off doing, like fixing the photo al- 
bums, labeling the photos, etc. Or she can 
even start a journal, one page a day, to release 
all her negative thoughts. 

Our convalescing friend has quit going to а 
psychiatrist who, she says, only gives her 
sedatives or pills to put her to sleep. She has 
turned to a priest trained as a psychotherapist 
who has taught her meditation, relaxation, 
and visualization techniques. But again she’ 
confesses to not being disciplined enough to 
practice them every day. 

‘Anna calls her an obsessive-cbmpulsive dis- 
order case, a control freak who cannot totally 
give up the office routine, even temporarily. 


Epidemic among women 

1 share my own experience of depression 
over the years, including my most severe bout 
that landed me for 20 days at Medical City in 
1997. Anna tells about how a few years ago 
she was moving towards clinical depression 
after her own breakup with an ex and at the 
same time she was also in the process of help- 
ing Marivi cope with grief over the death of 
her previous partner. 

Much, much later after this weekend, Anna 
e-mails mea letter about “this thing about de- 
pression seem(ing) almost like an epidemic 
among menopausal/perimenopausi| wom- 
en." She calls it her "unscientific observa- 
tions. I know that the emotional and spiritual 


SO DON'T WORRY ABOUT causes are varied, but may have something to 
THE PRICE TAG. 


normal? Maybe we have to look at it бота, 
different perspective, more like something to 
deal with and befriend—rather than 
avoid—when it comes into our lives." 

She continues, “I wonder if the energies of 
our minds in a depressive state need to be 
tapped in a way that we haven't really imag- 
ined. 1 wonder if one can compare it to the un- 
explored depths of the sea that many of us 
fear. Do you remember the movie "The Piano" 
where she was drowning and she was saying. 
something about going down? Something 
like a half-nightmare, something like a myste- 
rious dream. Maybe being normal and sociá- 
ble isn't all there is to life. Maybe being thin 
and bubbly and good-looking isn't all there is 
to beauty. Who knows? Some of the things 
people in depression feel are actually signals 
of life beyond this earth as weknowit" ." 

Meanwhile, my own mood swings have sta- 
bilized. 1 spend the afternoon reading more 
pages about Miss Edna St. Vincent Millay's life 
while lying on a mat laid on the sloping ground 
under the shade of a clump of bamboo trees 
singing their relaxing song. I put a lot of sun- 
block lotion so will not burn as the sun climbs 
higher. I take a snooze and cover my face with 
a red hat, the very same one journalist Cynthia, 
Alberto Diaz gave me last Christmas. E 

When Fwake up, I see a red ant in the bj 
For a moment, I imagine it is flying. But nd, 
is climbing this very fine filament, hardly vi 
ble unless you squint at it against the light. 
Then you see the thin thread it is using ro 

rer climb to build an ants’ nest on the roof of rhe. 
3 cottage 
THE GREAT REBATE IS HERE! 1 - ~ - Afterwards, another swim in the lake. Anna 
"There's never been a better time to shop. To jon, register through any of the folowing ways: yells that I shouldn't go too far. But I feel safe 
Use your Visa card as much as you can i visit ww-holmasia.com/visa t in the lukewarm dark blue water. Later I leari 
from October 24 to January 23, 2005. 2 Çal S37 2768 (MM or toites а 00 1889 2591 Due M ani] from the katiwala that some portions of the 
А P500 single-receipt transaction could ^ mumet amoun ot лавата о Tarascon. oi кага on н. B lake have a depth of 20 coconut trees piled 
make you one of six who will win back тот ао SRR sra peso sani Sand о 2да kr Smpn ond doe. B * one on top of another 
their 2004 Visa purchases;or as much Bc VISAMENNIESO AG 1234,1000.25,102404,1808. The smallest nibble of fear bites my skin: } 
as P500,000. = Bhmonthiy daws siart on November 14, 2004, am not about to go down over some long-ago 
> heartbreak. And 1 head for the warmth in- 
doors, the simple fare we have each meal aid 
the comforting company of women and a sifi- 
gularly sympathetic man. = 
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ATALIE Gulbis, one of Adidas Golf's 

d ad leading endorsers, proves that being 

io a fine athlete does not necessarily 
mean looking unglamorous. 

‘The 21-year-old is out to prove that a 
young, beautiful woman is as capable of im- 
pressive achievements in golf as anybody 
else. 

Gulbis js among an elite circle of young. 
fastrising golf. standouts endorsing Adidas 
Golf‘Theother members of this circle are Ser- 
gio Garcia of Spain, and lan Poulter and 
Justin Rose of England. 

A Gulbis, who first stepped into the fairways 

A in Sacramento at age 4 with her father John, 
won her first tournament when she was 7. 
She broke par by age 10 and won the Califor- 
nia Junior Girls a year later while also com- Ё 
peting in gymnastics and diving. 

‘At 14, Gulbis became the youngest ever 

Й winner of the California Women's Amateur Ё 
Championship. 

As а student at the University of Arizone 

she won four college events and earned fi 

j team All-America honors. She finished sec- 
ond in the 2002 Rookie of the Year points 
standings. 

Gulbis continues to shine not just in her 
chosen sport but also to set the trend in golf- 


glam 


ing fashion with Adidas Golf. 
5.8 Adidas Golf is available at TaylorMade-A 
das Golf shops, 3/E Makati Golf Club and City 
Golf Driving Range; Golf Depot at Alabang Ё 
Town Center; Bravo Golf at Park Square and Ё 
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BY JESS ABRERA 
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HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE. 


YOU BORN TODAY: You are bold and daring. Not only that, you're original. You can be qulte comfortabl 


he 


limelight, it you're feeling good. By contrast, you're very private at times. Sometimes you're tempted to be out 


rageous because the bizarre attracts you. 


‘A Very social year awalts you. its an excellent year for partnerships. " 


Birthdate of: Charlie Rich, musician; Michael Owen, soccer player, Patty Duke, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 9: Your apprec 
ation of beauty and your 
sense of wonder are 


beautifully heightened. 


Make the most of this by visiting 


galleries, art shows, bookstores, 
parks and beautiful places. Enjoy! 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): You feel very 
sympathetic toward 
someone , especialy 
‘someone in need. Simi- 
Jarly, if you are in dire straits, oth- 
ers will feel sympathetic to you. It's 
agive-and-take thing. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Discussions 
with partners and close 
friends are very close 
and tender today. You 
truly appreciate where others are 
coming from and what they re 
dealing with. And they appreciate 
you and your world. 
© "are surprisingly sup- 
portive today. This 
might be because you are especial- 
ly supportive of them, in turn. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Co-workers 


DaiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS FT 
1 Brad ol Troy 


5 Vigoda and 
Burrows 


э Enteran 


14 Katz of "Hocus 


15 Unc 
16 Medicated 


17 Nabbed in the 
act 


20 Greek letter 
21 Slope by a loch 


22 Dinghy movers 


23 Rock composer 
Baan 


25 Wasie 
alowance 


27 Punish lo the. 
mar 


34 Lamb's mom 


35 Nasiase of 
iens 


36 Indy winner 
Tom 


эт hor 
30 Come Dava 


By Philp J. Anderson 


u- portend OR 


Kingom 

43 Work dough 

45 Stumble 

47 Joe and his. 
‘comrades? 

48 Pack alto 
Sing Sing 

52 Rude person 

53 Greek atter 

54 Aroma's style 

57 Final poston 

80 Fabre 

64 Guaranioe no 
parole 

67 Chace ol 
conjunctons 

вв Drector 
Woamallor 

во Pila 

70 Typelace. 
desonor 

71 Winiar ide 

72 Vendors aim 


8 Commuters 
town, casually 

7 German tuor. 

8 Put lo slaap 

9 Ciare oi “Bleak 
Housa" 

10 Piainsong 
ашо 

31 Tukeyiabel 
ков 

12 race. 

13 Roush and Hal 

18 Capi ol 
Vietnam 

19 Ареп ог Caon 

24 Hooters 

26 Dawn goddess 

27 тиса hread 

28 Macho guys 

29 Gratuity 

30 Morand 

31 Move vaih 
anchor opos 

32 To have: Fr. 

33 Highland caps 

34 Part ol BPOE 

38 Enmty 

40 Or ol rep. 

41 keland 
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DOWN 

1 Somewhat, 
music 

2 Islamic scholar 

З ғаты 

4 Patol Pooh 

5 биву 
сост 


баа 


46 Salas spial 

49.Acress Nagri 

50 Fishes using 
зейпез 

51 Mala servants 

54 Males only 

55 Cry of disiros 

58 Ракам 


language 


62 Go ptum 
terat 
ther 

eı Guno vege 
Sa Bush goon 
бина 

йу 
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LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Your creative 
vibes are sizzling! Your 
imagination and your 


ability to make an artis- 


tic input to whatever you're doing 
are excellent today. Go forth and be 
creative! 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 


PEM Sept. 22): You can bea 

vg creat source of comfort 
and solace to a family 
member today. Someone needs 
your help. (Quite possibly, some- 


‘one will help you!) 
your imagination is ex- 


Tallent today. Your intu- 


itive skills are also highly tuned. 

Trust your gut reaction to things. 

e beautiful things today. 
You can't help yourself. 


Do whatever you think you can al- 
ford to get away with because you 
adore beautiful things right now. 


x) 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Your ability to vi- 
sualize things and use 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): You're tempt- 
ed to spend money on 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Your mind 
is sharp, and your per- 
ceptions are excellent 
today. You understand. 
Immediately what others want 
cause of this, you're able to tal 
people with sympathy and under- 
Standing. 

ЧА, to Jan. 19); You feel 
quite psychic today. it's 
as if messages come to 
you in the air. You al- 


most know what others are think- 
ing and feeling. (It's kind of 


spooky.) 
2 forces with others lo do 
charitable work or to 
help those who are less fortunate 
than you are. You genuinely want 
to help those who are needy. 
e day. You appear to be. 
in control of your ite in 
а glamorous, talented way—even 


if you don't think so. Just accept 
this. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): You might 
figure out a way to join 


PISCES (Feb. 1910 
March 20): People are 
impressed with you to- 


MIKROKOSMOS 


BuNsoy, KAMUSTA 
YUNG NATURE 
PAINTING MO? 


ANO NAMAN 


f 
E 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 
NASAAN YUNG 


DIYAN KUNG 
KUMAIN NA 


KIKO MACHINE 


BY MANIX ABRERA 


[Suempse айо ma PUBLISH яне | 
(актар Sh UNIVERSITY DYARYO, 
DADAAN MUNA пто та ANGANGA- 
TAY NG EDITORS.. heke. 


LOVEKNOTS 


изам, таак Т.о, 
[REVISION DIN tro. 


"жумгак DIN, SA SOBRANG KAKA- EDIT 
SA ARTICLE, HALAS MALASOG-LASSG NA 
ITO SA UMAAPAW NA TINTA Ne BOLPEN. 


"THE" Lauro 
ORS SA LANAT, 


ANO BA'NG PROBLEMA 
ko, MELANIE % 


-EXPUER MD NEA ‘YANG 


j- UPHAPPY MONG 


PERO ' АКО US 
HAPPY. 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


ECLO.NAMAN, 
RO 
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PARTICIPANTS in che First Human Celebrity Badminton Cup in Singapore: Gem Padilla, Bubbles Paraiso, Phoemela Baranda, Raya 
Mananquil, Riki Lopez; (second row) Keren Pascual, Rajo Laurel, Zanjoe Marudo, Tonton Gutierrez, Francis Ricafort, Corey Wills, Carol ` 
Francisco, Mark Ang, Christopher Uy, Luke Jickain, Toni Abad, Yasmien Kurdi, Glydel Mercado, Luz Siguion-Reyna and Rina Aguilar RAYA Маер and Corey Wils 


Shuttled to Singapore 


THERE'S а lot to be said about 
celebrity sports—both good and 
bad. And always surrounding the 
celebrities is a whole hoopla of me- 
dia, adoring fans and curious on- 
lookers that sometimes the sport- 
ing event becomes more of a 
celebrity circus. 

Top alternative clothing brand Human de- 

d to do away with all the fuss and focus 
instead on some quality time for celebrities. 
getting together for some fun and a little 
friendly competition. 

How did Human pull it off? By taking the 
celebrities to the badminton courts at the Na- 
tional Singapore University ^in—thats 
right—the Lion City of Singapore. Away from 
everyday pressures, the stellar players let 
their hair down and smashed shuttlecocks for 
the First Human Celebrity Badminton Cup. 

Of course, it was all in the name of fun, but 
there were some serious prizes for the best 
players. Billboard hottie Luke Jickain and TV 
host Phoemela Baranda walked away with 
the prize for Division A, and Starstruck sur- 
vivor Yasmien Kurdi and Rikki Lopez took 
home the bacon for Division B. 

It can definitely be said that all these 
celebrities—who were all in black, incidental- 
Jy—had a smashing good time. 


‘THE FIRST Celebrity Badminton Cup winners: Gem Padilla, Carol Francisco, Yasmien Kurdi, 
BUBBLES Paraiso and Francis Ricafort Rina Aguilar and Luz Siguion-Reyna; (back) Rajo Laurel and Keren Pascual 


Dr. Nicky S. Montoya 


jake Charge Doc! is your weekly question and answer guide on general health issues and illnesses. MEDIC: 
Medical Director, Dr. Nicky Montoya answers questions on health through the assistance and expertise of 
MEDICard's network of accredited specialists. And in a common thrust with the campaigns of the government, 
Take Charge Doc! parallels its features on the Calendar of Health Events of the Department of Health. 


hat are the kinds of burn injuries and what is the 


emergency management? 
В: injuries may be thermal, radiant or chemical in origin. Among these, thermal injuries are most common 


у Take Charge Doel | 
T 


In evaluating burn patients, two things are always considered: (1) the depth of the bum (2) the urea (extent 

of injury) involved. In as far as the depth is concerned, burns can be classified into first, second, third and 
fourth degree injuries. 1“ and 2 degree burns are painful because the nerve endings are still intact. Also, 2" degree 
injuries tend to form blisters as compared to 1* degree burns. Pain will be absent at the burn site for 3" degree bums 
ifall the area nerve endings are destroyed with pain in the surrounding tissue (which are less damaged). 4* degree 
burns will present with exposure of muscles and bone. 


What is most important in the emergency management of any burn injury is still the базіс ABC--Ainvay, Breathing 
and Circulation. Is also important to know the extent of the burn injury to determine whether a patient may be 
treated on an outpatient basis or must be confined in the hospital. The bum injury is managed and treated definitely 

ning, administration of analgesic, anti-etanus and all others, only after making sure 


MEDICard accredited specialist at San Juan De Dios Hospital, Dr. Ramon Burgos 
provides us with this week's answer to our feature question on burn injuries. Dr. 

ZANJOE Marudo and Christopher Uy PHOEMELA Baranda and Luke fickain Burgos finished Medicine in 1985 at the University of Santo Tomas and took his 
d residency for his specialization in Emergency Medicine at Makati Medical Center. He 

is affliated with the Philippine Academy of Emergency Medicine and Acute Care, the 

Philippine Academy of Family Physicians and the American Academy of Physicians. 


BE HEARD AND BE READ. Write to DR. NICKY S. MONTOYA (clo TAKE CHARGE DOC!) or o-mall him at 
inquiryGmedicardphils com for inquiries on health matters 
MEDiCard PHILIPPINES, INC: OF Sape Bg. HV. deta Cows St. баю Vilage, Milet Ciy 1227 
TRUNKLIME: 867.2020 FAX NO. 8845720. 810-3086 "ТЕХТ. Key in MEDICARD and vend to 2344 (бобе and Touch 
o 4627 (Smad and Tak M Tex)  INDVIDUALRAMILY BALES: 818-2181 CORPORATE BALES: 048-6452 
TEMA: inquryGemedesrdehis com. tesdosckgmedcardphiacom WEBSITE: www medicerdphia com 
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i № ironxx PHILIPPINES, INC. the word lender in directory acsealonce попона йз corporal healthcare program win MEDICAS Prosent 

- ang me recenüy held contrac! egning were (seated L-R] MEDICards EVP & GM, Lum Montoya and Pres. Ог Nicanor Montoya wih 

n РОМА HRD Dr, Emeryna.loyce Толгоп and Synergy Experbee Ins Grokerage CEG. Ma Carmen Javr Also present were (standing L-R) 

PARTNERS in ife, Glydel Mercado and RAJO Laurel and Patrick Uy Votare Victons (MÉDICard Mitg & Sales Mngr ). Amy Garcia (Synergy Treasurer). INFONXX's Sherry Lim-Femnendez (HR Марг) and Anna 
Tonton Gutierrez Caina Tobias Benelts Coordnalor) ith Miquel Jorde (MEDICard Asst. Sup -Mhig & Salos). 
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BRONNLEY 
formen 


j 
| И 
Í LUXURY bath 
Ў productsfromthe ^ 
1 House of Bronnley 
include bath gel, 
moisturizi 
lotion, talcum q 
powder and 
cologne in fresh 
floral scents 


7 —1 ENJOY lifes little luxuries from. 

| Bronnley like the sweet-scented 

Apricot and Almond Bath Gel or 

, the soft and silky feel of English 
Fern Moisturizing Lotion. 

Bronnley has been a leading British manu- 
facturer of fine soaps and toiletries for over 
100 years. It created lifestyle products using 
traditional Old-World recipes and the best 
quality ingredients. Its products are used by 
both Britain's Queen Elizabeth Il and her son, 
the Prince of Wales. 

Bronnley is now best known for its fra- 
grant, tiple-milled soaps that are packaged in 
beautiful wooden boxes and decorative tins 

| that also make attractive gifts. 

Aside from soaps, the Bronnley bath line al- 
so includes shower gels, bath oils, body lo- 
tion, hand and nail cream and cologne. An ex- 
clusive range for men includes shaving 
cream, after shave and soaps ina musky, mas- 
culine scent. 
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amng-snak ванна 2nd depre of consanguinity ond affinity kasama 
папа ang та empleyade eg ICCIC a1 CBC pareat companies subsidiaries 
iilius at service providers ay disqualified sa pagsali np promong t sorry. ат YOUR гановат (ARLE (TORE 
‘hog third party suppliers at ang Lanilang service provider's employees ау 
‘squalid tin Ang decision ng Cosmos Coca-Cola ay inal s naka өл sa bate 
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Confessions of a ‘closet’ 


Editor Louie C. Camino: 


Nwero ——. 


Vilmanian 


By Boots Anson-Roa 
Contributor 


HE SPIRIT moves 

me, and my PC key- 

board is touched— 
pun intended. 

Besides, 1 am a closet Vilmani- 
an. 
Notice that the de rigueur 
“Honorable Mayor of Lipa” is 
missing. Irreverent? We in the 
film industry take pride that Vil- 
ma Santos has spread her wings, 
added a more significant dimen- 
sion to her already multilayered 
life, and is now steeped in gen- 
wine public service, both as city 
mayor and spouse to Sen. Ralph 
Recto. But we maintain selfish 
pride and unabashedly claim that 
she was first honed as an actress, 
and consequently as a person, in 
this industry that we all love and 
remain grateful to. 

Т dare say that she is a good 
person and a good actress before 
she is a good mayor and public 
servant. 

Vilma's now rare film and tele- 
vision presence is highlighted by 
her stellar participation in MAQ 
Film's Metro Manila Film Festival 
(MMFF) entry "Mano Po 3,” 
along with Christopher de Leon, 
Jay Manalo, the formidable Ed- 
die Garcia, Sheryl Cruz, Karylle, 
Angelica Panganiban, Angel Loc- 
sin, John Pratis, Carlo Aquino, 
Paolo Contis, Dennis Trillo, Amy 
Austria, Jean Garcia, Allan Paule 
and myself. The lastof the "Mano. 
Po" series, it is written by Roi 
Iglesias and directed by Joel 
Lamangan. The big-budget epic 
features an unusual love triangle. 
set against the Filipino-Chinese 
subculture and spanning 45 
years in China and the Philip- 
pines. 

Vilma, Christopher and Jay 
play inseparable childhood 


‘She is the only 
actress I know 
who deserves 

to be called diva’ 


friends. Улаз true love is 
Christopher, but by some twist of 
fate, he leaves the country and 
she marries Jay. She and Christo- 
pher accidentally cross paths 
again after a long time. The con- 
flict unfolds, exacerbated mostly 
by stringent Chinoy tradition, 
values and mores. How this is re- 
markably resolved in direk Joel 
Lamangan's adroit hands will be 
revealed when the MMFF reels 
off on Dec. 25, after a mammoth 
parade in Manila on Christmas 
Eve. 


A privilege 

In the role of Jay's mother and 
Vilma's tradition-bound mother- 
in-law, I was privileged to shoot 


many sequences with her In 
1973, the two of us tied for the 
Famas Best Actress award, a first 
in Philippine movie history. As an 
avid observer and “mainstream- 
er" in this industry that has been 
kind to me, I have witnessed Vil- 
ma's metamorphosis from the 
mawkish “Trudis Ші” to the 
“patweetums” and saccharine 
‘Ate Vi, Edgar “Bobot” Mortiz's ka- 
love team versus Guy and Pip in 
the 70s, to “Burlesk Queen." This 
last one launched the reinvention 
of her career and discovery of her 
finer thespic talents under the 
tutelage of directors Eddie Gar- 
cia, Celso Ad Castillo, Mike de 
Leon, Lino Brocka, Chito Roño 
and ‘Ishmael. Bernal. To her 
Galatea, she considers Bernal the 
Pygmalion. 

Forty-four years into a sterling 
career, Vilma has scored numer- 
ous successes not only at the box 
office but, more importantly, 
through vast and uncontested 
recognition as one of the coun- 
(ту most important actresses. In 
a recent function in Beijing while 
we were filming, filmed for this 


movie, she was introduced as the 
“Meryl Streep of the Philippines." 
We believe she is most truly de- 
serving of the title "acting diva," 
oft arbitrarily bestowed on dra- 
ma queen wannabes, 

Vilma portrayed my daughter 
in an early 70s Tagalog-lang- 
lang teenage fare aptly titled 
"The Wonderful World of Music," 
which also starred Bobot. Every- 
one, including those who had no 
right to sing and dance—myself 
included—sang and danced in 
that movie. 

Predictably, it became a box- 
office hit. Nevertheless, and 
thankfully, the movie 
launch Vilma's or my own singing 
career. 


The ‘faucet’ 

We called Vilma “gripo” 
(faucet) at the time, because she 
could shed buckets of tears on 
the directors cue and at the 
sound of the clapper. Thirty years 
later, on the set of "Mano Po 3,” 
we still tagged her "gripo," but 
with a marked difference: every 
tear drop is internalized, moti- 
vated and textured by her com- 
mitment to truthful characteriza- 
tion and scene execution, while 
never unmindful of ensemble 
acting. 

This time, the tears are neither 
superfluous nor perfunctory. 
They are layered different 
spawned by a vast gamut of em 


BOOTS Anson-Roa and Vilma Santos on location for their latest movie. 


THE AUTHOR, second from left, with the cast of "Mano Po 3”—Jay 
Manalo, Vilma Santos, Eddie Garcia, and Christopher de Leon 


tions—anger, pain, frustration, 
helplessness, yearning; even joy 


Character, a willingness to learn, 
to share, to listen and empathize. 
The last two I gleaned as we sat 


-and bliss~-See-how-she-conveys—together~en route to Beijing. 


these subtly, exquisitely and most 
affectingly across the screen, 
with or without tears. 

Vilma makes no claim to any 
formal training in acting. Simi- 
larly, she attributes her now 
widely acknowledged effica 
a public official not to any initials 
(MA, MBA, or PhD) after her 


While she would recount with 
passion her multifarious experi- 
ences when asked to, Vilma like- 
wise passed in the active listen- 
ing department with flying col- 
ors. It must be this genuine and 
unqualified interest in people— 
from producer to director to co- 
stars to production staff and 


-ing and which, in turn, provides 


her with a personal repository of 
nuances that lace her character 
interpretations.. — — 
"Truth and character—two be 
sic tenets of every actor worth his. 
salt. Vilma has stretched their 
limits beyond her persona and 
celebrity to the other seasons of 
her life: marriage, motherhood 
and public service. We join the 
multitude who exult over her de- 
served success in transcending. 


‘Kuya’ lessons 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor. 


HE WAS one of the rapists in the con- 
troversial Toto Natividad film, "Ani- 
mal.” He was either sidekick or villain 
in some Ronnie Rickets and Victor Neri 
action films. But mostly he figured in 
most of the films identified with his ac- 
tor-brother, Cesar Montano. 

Showing up at the presscon of his 
brother's latest film, "Panaghoy sa Su- 
ba (Call ofthe River)," where he plays 
а guerilla, Rommel Montano doesn’t 
seem cut out for show biz. He doesn’t 
like socializing, he is unusually quiet 
even in the company of his famous 
brother and he prefers to work be- 
hind the scenes. 

A fellow Visayan actor, Caridad 
Sanches, fondly refers to him as 
“tahimik pero walanghiya (quiet but 
mischievous)." 

Working together in the Toto Na- 
tividad film based on the celebrated 
таре case in Cebu (she played the 
mother of the influential rapist 
played by John Regala), Sanchez in- 
stantly liked Rommel. "He is so low 
key you would not think he is the 
brother of Cesar,” she says. But what 1 
Jike is that he has his own personality 
and he is quite frank and honest. That 
he is also good-looking isa plus.” 


Prayerful 

A father of three, the real Rommel 
belies his gangster image on film. His 
reading fare includes the Bible and 
books on taxation, And he prays- 

“| pray all the time. 1 even pray so 
thar 1 can do а rape scene wel,” he 
says. "I have to give my best specially 
when I am appearing in my brothers 
film because he is such a perfection- 
ist.” 

"They are actually very close. The 
youngest in a brood of seven, Rom- 
‘mel was actually brought up by Cesa 
"We play basketball together, we 
know each others secrets, we are 
both into health food and stuff. And if 
anyone crosses him, he becomes my 


Rommel Montano 
doesn't seem. 

to be cut out 

for show biz. He's 
unusually quiet, 
evenin the company 
of his famous big 


brother, Cesar 


enemy too." 

However, Cesar had litle to do 
with Rommel’s start in show biz. He 
was given a break in a TV show called 
“Super Laugh-In,” then debuted in 
some teenybopper films, the first of 
which was “Kolehiyala.” 

In his brothers first Hollywood 
movie, "The Great Raid," Rommel al- 
so passed the rigid audition and gor 
the role of one of the guerillas work- 
ing with a lady American doctor 
played by Connie Neilsen who ap- 
peared in "The Gladiator.” 

He auditioned three times in Aus- 
tralia, Los Angeles and then China, 
where most of his scenes were shot. "I 
didn’t expect to make it because so 
many tried out. But they liked m; 
looks and after my third audition in 
China where most of his scenes were 
shot, they decided I fit the role." 


Hollywood culture 

it was while working In “The Great 
Raid" that Rommel had a taste of Hol- 
lywood professionalism. He relates: 
“When they say they will fetch you at 
four in the morning, you had better 


be ready before that because some- 
one will be knocking on your door at 
3:55am. 

When he finally saw the film, his 
reaction was unusual. “Tanghalang 
kinilabutan ako (1 got goosebumps)," 
he admits. "Cesar will tell you that 1 
ama constant critic of films specially 
those involving me and my brother 
When I saw "The Great Raid, 1 got so 
carried away, I thanked the Lord 1 was 
part of the project.” 

While in Hollywood, Rommel was 
surprised to find out chat his favorite 
actress, Gina Alajar, was specially 
liked by one American screenwriter. 
“He told me that after watching an 
old film starring Gina, he thought the 
Filipina actress was even better than 
Meryl Streep.” 

Rommel has yet to meet Gina Ala- 
jar even in person. 

It was while they were in Holly- 
‘wood that Rommel realized that for- 
eign films making it in the American 
market are those reflecting th 
cultures—nor Hollywood copycats. 


Birth of ‘Panaghoy’ 

On one of those foreign trips, the 
brothers thought about doing some- 
thing together straight from their 
home province. That was the birth of 
"Panaghoy," a story of village life by 
the river before, during and after the 
war" Cesar directed it himself, 

Rommel brainstormed міф 
screenwriter Cris Vertido, “I suggest- 
ed that the film should have a deeper 
story, and that it has to be different 
from what Cesar used to do." 

Later, when he saw the entirety of 
“Panaghoy,” Rommel was elated. "We 
finally did a film that was true to our 
expectations. We expect it to bring 
back the glory ofthe Visayan film and 
raise the consciousness and respect 
for things Visayan.” 

Best of all for Rommel, his perfor- 
mance in the movie reflects all that 
his big brother has taught him as an 

"Don't act the part. Be that per- 
son. Don't be OA. Be natural.” 


name, but again to Truth and 
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‘crew—that makes her so endear- 


those seasons. 
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ROMMEL Montano: My big brother taught me to never ‘act.’ 
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All-Digital 
Cinemas 


Cinemas! Cinemas! 


The {= is in the finds 


Descged and managed by маз Land, lc. 
Movie tickets for sale at the 


Ground Floor Fiesta Market and 
‘Customer Service Booth 


Free Seating Cinemas: P70.00 

@ The Polar Express 

(9) One Missed Call 

(8) George and the Dragon. 
(8) Pa-Siyam 

Guaranteed Seats Cinemas: P90.00 _ 
Ө) National Treasure 


© Birh 


@) Alexander 


Movies are subject to change without prior notice. 
Customer Service Hotline: 886-7516 
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ae ‘Theater is magic’ 


AWONG KAR WAL Fut 


The daughter of Laurice and Johnny finds her calling 


“MY PARENTS have been very supportive.” Er Ton 
says Irina Feleo, who has just decided to act in 
theater. 

The parents are veteran actor Johnny Del- 
gado and director Laurice Guillen, both high- 
ly respected pillars of the movie industry. 

“They're just glad that they didn't have to 
push me and my sister Ana to this craft,” ac- 
cording to Ina. In fact, the siblings were led 
ever so gently—witnessing acting workshops 

x: in their own home. 

| Ina plays a rooster, Tandang, and one of the 

=| bellas, or cabaret dancers, in “Lam-Ang,” 

z Tanghalang Ateneo's third production for its 

pup 26th season. 


PODIUM Dancer, ice skater 
ee 


A junior college student at the Ateneo de 
Manila University taking up Bachelor of Fine 
For Seat Reservation, call 633 0978 Arts in Creative Writing, she has also been a 
LATE NIGHT SCREENING Î member of the Bayanihan Philippine National 
DURING FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS. Folk Dance Company for two and a half years. 
“I enjoy dancing with all my heart,” Ina 

х says. “Love expressing myself through move- 
i А ment.” Which explains why she is also an avid 


SM Southmall | SMMegamall +) SM North Edsa | SM Manila р кет== шырыш АА 
Сета 10 Crama 7 [md — She was first seen in the multi-awarded 


film, “Tanging Yaman,” under the direction of 
her mom. Her dad also starred in that film. 
She played the role of a skater who fascinated 
Jericho Rosales’ character. She also appeared 
SMManila SM Sta. Mesa in a GMA 7 soap opera for a year. It was not 
Grama 4 аааз easy to juggle that with schooling, she admits. 
SM Megamall But, the call of the theater was strong- 
SMNorthEise SM Southmall Mika [pn “Lam-Ang” is based on a famous Tlocano 
nena 1 crema cens epic. Ina's role maximizes her acting and 
dancing talents. She says “Tandang” is the 
more challenging character because she has 
to move like а rooster, whereas her Bella is 
just “makulit [irrepressible] and sexy" 


SM Southmall | SM North Elsa ` SM Megamall | SM Sta.Mesa | SM Manila E It’s magic 

не: бнз Мез» | эшл | e She isa different person on stage. "There's 

i something magical about theatre," she gush 
T П i ез. "The rehearsals, the lights, the stage... It's make them happs 

== Î notajob;itssomething you do ош of passion, Remaining “Lam-ang” playdates are 
ja Duca eins 7512 andit gives you so much in return.” tonight till Dec. 18, 7 p.m., with an additional 
Wü BRIDGET JONES i Needless to say, Ina is proud to be part of SHOW 2 p.m. show on the 18th, at the Rizal Mini- 

“Lam-Ang.” STOPPER Theater, Ateneo de Manila University. For in- 

P) SM Manila SM Megamall SM Fairview | SM Sta. Mesa SM Southmall “So much love went into this production. quiries, call lan Cuizon, (0917) 205-5943, or 

Tz. Зала? беш? Gena?" Crema4 Cems Everyone should see this because it is sure to the Rizal Mini-Theater, 426-6001 loc, 5121. 
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Movie set 
SM Tulln. SM Sta. Mesa SM Manila E d in flames 


nena 2 Сета 8 Cinema 5 
SM North Edsa SM Southall SH Megamall [ TUCSON Алша. 
‘Cinema 5 Cinema 4 Cinema 2 9 Firefighters who 
«i 1 i rushed 10 battle a 

= = : К huge blaze that 
Laer ONE MISSED CALL «тълпа 1 - we „ушы 
ЖАС ses SM Megamall P А on Friday had to con- 
x Cinema 8 Cemeg vL cR tend with rat- 


SMNoth Esa иа Mesa i — tlesnakes along with 
memi mt H - NON the flames when 


‹ =: they arrived on the 
IN: i i scene. 
SM Bicutan somes PA-SIYAM 5 ` сии zy d |, Fire officials said 


pm Уй extents wana tomes 
M Sta Me ir - - т eee Ga they were warned 
жзне Эш" жеш симе em e | 008 Hr cl N by me tees 
6 PASM Кы BIR that a cast of live 
SM Manila SH p SM Tutuban rattlesnakes — was 
Comes i aes - ———— 1. loose оп che set 
when the fire broke 


ut, foring the 
SM Megamall ЗМ Fairview 3 RATIONAL TREASURE дш 
[j| BCUZ OF U э Caora 1 rama 8 = ameter qm POLAREXPRESS evacuation of more 


SUBECTTOMTRCE RANG en SM Sta. Mesa SM Southmall — | CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRAS we Чап 2,000 people 
Crama 10 лета n jan = 1. from a convention 
= Les] ае center in the west- 


GEORGE OF ern US state of Ari- 
SM Manila 5М Norh Elsa ЗМ Megamall SM Tutuban 
THE DRAGON — ie 8 Р хопа 


== о = 3m ezonce ano THe DRAGON The inferno that 
г 
started Friday night 
= during the filming of 
SM Megamall SM Southmall г с MIO EE a scene for a televi- 
THE POLAR EXPRESS степа! Crema SM Fairview 


eras sion movie called 
MTRCB Rs G SM Sta Mesa SM Manila 


“Desperation,” 
p^ rena 3 Ч AANER | 3 ру) aawer Ed based on a novel by 


a 25 4so0s)nmowt measure j the author Stephen 
NATIONAL бш мышы. Мт Bt d | Hg, esed hon 


'SUBKCITO MIRC RATG. 


TREASURE sunno зіны ss Sue mores M dreds of thousands 


MISCERATAG G слата Laeta [o 1 me" 6 (Doi ттм of dollars in dam- 
one MSSEDCALL эчи 1 7 (oot юле age. 


SANTA SANTITA SM Fairview б m Toast 


MIRCB RATING PGD Cinema 10 uuu “The set itself is 


completely toast," 
Gotesco Grand Central TM 7 
Movies ara subjecto change without prior notice For complete move schedule, visit warw.smelnems.camt Еее 3643721 € mogens Movies R ш 
REEE каше HRRK REI am RESERVE i a 
Р желио Md Tucson Fire Depart- 
4 E0 
CINEMAS: RESERVE ment, 
EKE saw There мете 
пазе |! sero iere оле BN many very expen- 
hesene aura B sive cameras, com- 
нне ES puters and props 


5 
али METROPOLIS Ё iat were complete 


ef pd X ly destroyed,” he 
"Am aa EOS 
Berma Cinema эин destroyed hundreds 


f thousands of dol- 
(Batiaran) tel 879.2030 / 879.2029 Р 
= de اس‎ pU. lars worth of 


SEEDOF CHUCKY THE Sik mew moviemaking equip- 
Collect 6 Go!100 with “Go! See A Movie” label and exchange EXE ment. 


à BCUZOFU Бап ıl media 
them for 1 deluxe SM Cinema Movie Card. Т кийа нете 


m [D 
Promo Period: Lianas Cinema} St tm; MM MEE officials as saying the 


s (Alabang) tel 850.1276. blaze was caused by 
Novembar 18,2004- тад, а cane | "БОШ о 


NAGDADALAGA stunt that went disas 
a T E 
Є TERI Е ы-у E 
м TeLecom MA in a mining-shaft set 

Fes DT NCA Poit но 7779 Senen EL MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT made of a Styrofoam. 
ü TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE type material. AFP 
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It ain't over 
for Catherine 


LONDON—The legal 
battle by Hollywood 
power couple Cather- 
ine Zeta-Jones and 
Michael Douglas over 
Hello magazine's use 
of unauthorized pho- 
tographs of their wed- 
ding returns to court 
on Monday. Hello! is 
appealing against a 
finding that it invaded 
the couple's privacy by 
using the photographs 
and against the one 
million pound ($1.92 
million) damages awarded to the couple and 
rival magazine OK! which had an exclusive 
deal to carry the wedding pictures. 


Bianca Jagger's Alternative Nobel 


ZETA-JONES 


STOCKHOLM—Bianca Jagger of Nicaragua | 


‘was awarded an honor known as the ‘Alterna- 
tive Nobel Prize’ on Thursday for her work to 
promote human rights and social justice. Jag: 
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ger, who first became famous for her eight- | 


year marriage to rock star Mick Jagger, shares 
the 2004 Right Livelihood Award with two 
others. Reuters 
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HEN POLAR EXPRESS 


€ 28 49 845 000 


Enjoy our: Screen Specials 
Pay 20% less on Matinee Shows except on 
selected blockbuster movies 
From Monday to Friday : Matinee Shows before 4 p.m. 
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тог cal 633-2227 or 693.7851 local 171. 
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ALEXANDER 


п® 210 $29 230 


1 MALL CINEMAS 
2m 


345 209 420 640 900 


but 
once. 


3 NATIONAL TREASURE ' 
122 216 600 850 
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Dec. 15 FEDEX vs. SLR 


Dec. 25 DISNEY ONICE 1pml4:30pmêpm 
|| Dec. 26 DISNEY ONICE 2ртбут| 
| Dec. 27 DISNEY ONICE 2ртйрт| 
1 Dec. 28 DISNEY ONICE 6pm 


‚ Dec. 29 DISNEY ОМІСЕ 2pmi6p 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIESISCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


. METRO MANILA CINEMAS • 


1 ALEXANDER * THX 
1130 300 630 1000 


329115116 


6 NATIONAL TREASURE 
1040 130 420 710 1000 


2 THE POLAR EXPRESS 10:30 1240 2507 TWO BROTHERS 


2046 450 725 1000 


1240 255 5:10 725 940 


З GEORGE AND THE DRAGON 
1220 245 5:10 735 1000 


8 PA-SIYAM 
1240 300 5:20 740 1000 


4NED KELLY 
1020 1240 300 520 740 1000 


9 THE INCREDIBLES 1020 124 310 
ONE MISSED CALL 52 70 «m 


5 BIRTH 
1020 1240 300 520 740 1000 


1 GEORGE AND THE ‘DRAGON 


10 BRIDGET JONES 2 
1230 240 510 740 1000 


1020 1215 210 405 600 755 950 


2 THE INCREDIBLES 1040 1:10 340 5 RESERVE. 


ONE MISSED CALL вло 8:15 1000 


3 Ded POLAR EXPRESS 10% 120 305 6 NED KELLY 


520 7:40 1090 


dt10 130 450 610 815 1000 


4PA-SIYAM 
1035 1250 305 520 735 950 


1BCUZ ОЕ U 


1020 1230 240 450 7:00 910 


7 BIRTH 
3015 1218 215 420 625 8% 1000 


H 
1230 300 530 800 1030 


2 ALEXANDER 
1055 220 545 9:10 


6 NATIONAL TREASURE 
1085 150 445 740 1030 


3 BRIDGET JONES 2 
1085 125 355 625 900 


7 ONE MISSED CALL 
1:20 140 400 620 840 1030 


4SEED OF CHUCKY 
1050 1250 250 450 850 000 


1 ALEXANDER. 
1040 150 500 815 


8 PA-SIYAM 
1150 230 510 750 10:30 


5BCUZOFU 
1030 100 330 000 530 


2 NATIONAL TREASURE 


1030 100 330 600 830 


6 THE POLAR EXPRESS 
1045 105 330 5% 820 


3HELLWOLF. 


1100 100 300 500 700 855 


7 SEED OF CHUCKY 
1:30 140 300 500 700 855 


4SYLVIA 
110 120 300 500 700 855 


8 THE INCREDIBLES 
1030 100 220 600 830 


|r Purchase any of the Frito Lay products (Lay's, Doritos, 


Lay's Stax, Cheetos and Ruffles) with Promo Sticker 
Present the empty promo packs at the ticket booth and 


pay only P50.00 on Premier Prepaid Card 


* 


One (1) Promo Pack = One (1) Discounted Premier Ticket 
‘Maximum redemption of two (2) tickets only per visit. 
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1ALEXANDER 
1040 200 520 850 


to avail Promo! Huit 
E. 


3 NATIONAL TREASURE 
1208 255 645 845 


2 GEORGE AND THE DRAGON 
1045 110 335 600 825 


1SAW 
HA5_ 145 405 615 830 


4NED KELLY 
1130 150 410 630 850 


3BCUZOFU 
1110 130 350 610 830 


2SEED OF CHUCKY 
1145 145 105 615 830 


1ALEXANDER 
1290 255 550 845 


4NAKAW NA SANDALI 
1145 145 405 815 830 


3 PA-SIYAM 
1010 1250 530 6:10 850 


2 NATIONAL TREASURE 
1035 120 445 845 


4 SEED OF CHUCKY 
4100 120 345 600 820 


zs Perfect Gift 


All'Year Round. 


ба Speris discounts Ér lune phases! 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 4 


петле i enters piene ak 
ecg Sevens Deparment 687751047 ih nd 15 
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American movies’ 
greatest MUSIC 


Tz AMERICAN Film Institute's (AFI) sev- 


enth polling, “100 Years ... 100 Songs” high- 

lighted “America’s Greatest Music in the 
Movies,” as chosen by leaders of the entertain- 
ment community, in a three-hour television event, 
that aired on the CBS Television Network earlier 
this year. 


A ballot was distributed in — Only songs from feature- 
2003 with 400 nominated length American films released 
films and songs to a jury of before Jan. 1, 2003 were con- 
1,500 leaders from the film sidered. Voters could submit 
community, including flm up to five write-in choices not 
artists (directors, screenwrit- included among the 400 nomi- 
ers, actors, editors, composers, nees. 

cinematographers, etc.) crities Here are the first 50: 

and historians. 


1. “Over ће Rainbow’—The 26. "The Trolley Song— 
Wizard of Oz (1939) Meet Me in St Louis (1944) 

2. As Time Goes 27. “Unchained Melody— 
By Casablanca (1942) Ghost (1990) 

3 “Singin in the Rain"—Sin- 28. “Some _ Enchanted 
agin’ in the Rain (1952) Evening”—South Pacific (1958) 

4. "Moon River—Breakast 29. “Bom To Be Wild" Easy 
at Tiffany's (1961) 

5. 


——— PM PE AT ETSI SE LTE I ТТНТ 


Graduate 
THREE GENERATIONS. Sharon, Miel and Elaine (1967) 
7. "When. 
By Bayani S. San Diego, Sleeping habits? laugh. It’s like looking at my | You Wish York"—New York, New York 
Contributor My baby feeds every three Have you noticed anything dis- baby pictures. Upon а  Sta—Pinochio (1977) 
hoursorso.Eveneveninthemid- tinctive about Miel? (1940) 32. "| Got Rhythm"—An 
ow has your life dleofthenight,thaveto getup. She makes these sounds ... Whatnewthingshaveyouleamed | , 8 The Way We Were The American in Cem, 
changed зіпсе i sometimes you'd think she's asamother? Asa woman? Way We Were (1973) 33. Aquarius" —Hair (1979) 
Mariel? Eating habits? angry. She seems to be imj I heard somewhere before that 9. “Stayin’ Alive" —Saturday — 34. “Lets Call the Whole 
ariel? When I was pregnant, I didn't tient. Sometimes we call her mothering, or parenting in gener- | Night Fever (1977) Thing Ой"—5һай We Dance 
So much! I have been breast- jie sweers. Idignveat much rice, "Miel ora-mismo"! She also al, becomes easier with each 10. “The Sound of Music— (1937) 
feeding since she was bom $01 either, and my cravings were cries louder than either of her child. I believe in a way thats | TheSoundofMusc (1965) 35. ‘America’—West Side 
am really so tied down to her weird. Aker delivery, 1 craved big sisters did. true. Parang you improve with | 1."The Manthat Got Away” Story (1961) 
schedule that | cant do much sweets again. Now it has tapered each child. e to have anoth- | —A Staris Bom (1954) 36. "Supercalifragilisticexpi- 
else. {loveit, but there is a part of offagain. How has Frankie taken to her? er one, but I don’t think | can do 12. “Diamonds are a Girls alidocious"—Mary Poppins 
me that misses some of the things Frankie issooooo loving toward that right away I'm not getting | Best Friend” Gentlemen Pre- (1964) 
Г used to be able to do freely. 1 Does Senator Kiko change dia- Miel When she comes into our. any younger I wish I could have | fer Blondes (1953) 37. "Swinging on а Sta 
can't even go оп а real diet be- pers? room, she always asks first, “Where's had a whole "litter" earlier on, 13. “People"—Funny Girl Going My Way (1944) 
cause Т have to be giving her ` No, butheplayswithherinthe my baby Мата?" She sings to her, maybe four or six! 38. "Theme from Shaft 
healthy milk. morning, before going to work. and asks when Miel could sleep be- Shaft (1971) 
3 With Frankie, he leamed to sideher When are you coming back to 
Has your shoe size changed? change diapers when she was a work? tanic (1997) 
My feet have grown bigger by litle bigger Over all, one of Do you think the baby looks like Soon, I hope. 1 am a woman 15. “Cheek to 
halfan inch. igs I think my husband is great you? who loves to work, [but] still | Cheek’—Top Hat 
atis being a father. ‘Sometimes I look at her and havea lot of weight to lose. (1935) 

16. "Evergreen 
| Gove Theme 
(Q: RM xi , в From A Star is 

ideways' is LA critics’ pick 2 
Born (1976) 
17. “I Could 
Have Danced All 
OS ANGELES—The d а 
Los Angeles Film ien 
Critics Association 
on Saturday named 
“Sideways,” about two 
men searching for love in = 
California's wine country, s But 
as the year's best film, ( and the Seven 
and Clint Eastwood's fe- ; / E Dwarfs (1937) 
male boxing movie "Mil- 1 20. "Some- 
lion Dollar Baby" as the Sá. Suy ә 
runner-up. ` (1961) 39. "Days of Wine and Roses” 
The picks come two days à ү 21. ‘Jailhouse Rock"—Jail- —Days Of Wine And Roses 
ahead of nominations for the house Rock (1957) (1963) 
widely watched Golden Globe 22. “Everybody's Talkin" _ 40. "Fight The Power—Do 
Awards, which are given by the Midnight Cowboy (1969) ‘The Right Thing (1989) 
Hollywood Foreign Press Associa- - É 23. “Raindrops Keep Fallin’ 41. “New York, New 
tion, and help narrow the list of on My Head--Burch Cassidy York—On The Town (1949) 
films competing for the top film $ and the Sundance Kid (1969) 42. "Luck Be a Lady'—Guys 
awards in the United States, the f 24. "O! Man River—Show And Dolls (1955) 
Oscars, in February. ! . Boat (1936) 43. "The Way You Look 
. “Sideways” earned the No. 1 1 , 25. "High Noon (Do Not For- Tonight’—Swing Time (1936) 
рог in four other categories, in- - t $ sake Me, Oh My Darlin)"—High 44 "Wind Beneath Му 
cluding best director for Alexan- d b Noon (1952) Wings"— Beaches. 
der Payne, screenplay for Payne (1988) 
and Jim Taylor, supporting ac- 3 ў 45. "That's Enter- 
tress for Virginia Madsen and i ч minmen"— Тһе 
supporting actor for Thomas L 3 | Band Wagon (1953) 
Haden Church. i р E t ۴ 46. “Dont Rain 
Britain's Imelda Staunton was on Му Pa 
named best actress for her por- PAULGIAMATTI (left) and Thomas Haden Church in “Sideways” rade"—Funny Girl 
trayal as an abortionist in “Мега (1968) 
Drake,” and Irish actor Liam Nee- ter Pan” author J.M. Barrie, as _ Supporting acpress and actor Diaries," about the early life of 47. “Zip-A-Dee- 
son was handed the best actor 2004's top movie and Howard runners-up, respectively, were revolutionary Che Guevara, was Doo-Dah"—Song 
honor for playing US sex re- Hughes гата “The Aviator” as Cate Blanchett for two movies, the runner-up. Of The South 
searcher Dr Alfred Kinsey in the No. 2 pick. Also included in "The Aviator" and "Coffee and ^ Other notable winners in- (1947) 
“Kinsey” its top 10 films were "Side- Cigarettes," and Morgan Free- cluded director Brad Bird for 48. "Whatever 
Honors from critics and movie ways” and “Million Dollar Ba- тап for"Million Dollar Baby” — — animation for box-office smash Wil Be, Wil Be 
writers such as those in the Los by" Martin Scorsese was behind “The Incredibles. National (Оше Sera, 
‘Angeles group often indicate the Payne for directing Howard Board of Review pick “Born into Sera)"—The Man 
years top films, and are closely Runners-up Hughes drama, “The Aviator,” Brothels" edged out director i Who Knew Too 
Watched by voters at the Acade- The LA critics picked “Side. and Charlie Kaufman was in the Michael Moore's controversial Much (1956) 
my of Motion Picture Ars and ways” star Paul Giamatti, who No. 2spotto Payne and Taylor for “Fahrenheit 9/11” to be the Los $ ; 49. "Make 'Em 
Sciences, which awards the Os- portrays а man as in love his screenplay of “Eternal Sun- Angeles critics! best documen- B laugh" —Singin’ 
cars. good glass of wine as he still is shine of the Spotless Mind. tary. inthe Rain (1952) 
Earlier this month, another with his ex-wife, as runner-up for _ Martial arts film "House o The Los Angeles Film Critics / 50. "Rock 
US group, the National Board of best actor. Julie Delpy in drama ing Daggers” was named best for- Association will honor the win- - Around the Clock” 
Review, named “Finding Never- “Before Sunset" was the No. 2ac- eign language film by the Los An- ners of their 30th annual awards & i j —Blackboard 
land," a fictional film about "Pe- tress behind Staunton. geles critics, and “The Motorcycle atadinneronJan.13. Reuters Jungle (1955) 


